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PREFACE 

The  liegistrar-Geiieral’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  Midsummer, 
1934,  is  150,100. 

The  birth  rate  for  1934  was  17.6  per  1,000  as  compared  with  17.1 
for  1933,  and  is  the  second  lowest  rate  recorded. 

The  death  rate  was  12.0  per  1,000  as  against  13.5  for  1933. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  60  per  1,000  births — the  lowest 
rate  yet  recorded  for  the  Borough. 

The  cancer  de^ftli  rate  for  the  Borough  showed  an  increase  for 
the  year,  as  also  did  this  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  0.90  per  1,000',  as  against 
1.08  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Eegistrar-General’s  returns  giving  the  occupations  of  persons 
resident  in  the  Borough  at  the  time  of  the  1931  Census  became 
available  during  the  year,  and  particulars  of  these  are  set  out  in  the 
“ Local  Industries  ” section  of  this  report. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  at  the  Birkenhead  abattoirs 
(Woodside  and  New  Chester  Eoad)  showed  an  increase  of  19,826  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was  due  to  the 
killing  of  sheep  being  discontinued  at  the  Wallasey  Lairages  and  the 
work  hitherto  carried  out  there  being  done  in  Birkenhead. 

During  the  year  the  arrangement  whereby  persons  suffering  from 
venereal  diseases  requiring  in-patient  treatment  were  dealt  with  at 
the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  was  discontinued  and  these  cases 
are  now  treated  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital. 

It  has  to  be  noted  that  there  was  a large  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year,  and 
the  accommodation  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was  on 
occasion  severely  taxed. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  investigations  carried  out  at  the 
]^Iunicipal  Laboratory  totalled  14,840'  as  against  11,513  in  1933 — an 
increase  of  3,327. 

An  interesting  development  in  connection  with  the  Birkenhead 
^lunicipal  Hospital  took  place  during  the  year  when  a Continuation 
Clinic  was  estal)lislied.  In  the  appropriate  section  in  this  report 
reference  is  made  to  tlie  new  facilities  provided. 

Alterations  and  extensions  at  the  Cranage  Hall  Colony  for  men- 
tally defective  persons  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Here 
there  will  be  ]jrovided,  in  the  first  instance,  accommodation  for  500 
cases,  and  later  for  1,000. 

Dnriiig  llui  year  ])rogr(!SS  was  inade  in  the  improvement  of 
housing  f:ondilir)ns  in  the  arcai.  hollowing  representations  by  the 
Mfidieal  Offira-r  of  Ilejiltli  an  iiKjuiry  was  lield  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  with  regard  to  26  chan  ranee  areas  affecting  424  houses  within 
the  llorongh  whieli  had  b(!en  sdiednled  under  Part  I of  the  Housing 
.•\ft,  1930.  I'nll  d(;tails  will  b(;  found  in  the  “ Housing  and  General 
Sanitation  ” section  of  this  rep^ort. 
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It  is  interesting  to  record  that  there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  2U0 
patients  over  the  previous  year  attending  at  tlie  antenatal  clinics. 

The  ISouth  Health  Clinic  was  fornially  opened  on  the  14th 
December  by  Emeritus  Professor  E.  W.  Hope,  O.B.E.,  M.D.,  G.M., 
D.Sc.,  formerly  IMedical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  and  Port  of 
Liverpool,  and  Professor  of  Public  Health  at  the  University  of 
Liverpool.  Tlie  Clinic  has  been  designed  to  fidfil  as  completely  as 
possible  all  the  i)urposes  of  a modern  health  centre.  It  in  many  ways 
resembles  the  Eorth  Health  Clinic,  details  of  which  were  given  in  my 
annual  report  for  P)2t).  A numher  of  im})rovements  have,  however, 
been  made  in  the  light  of  the  experience  gained. 

As  at  the  North  Clinic  a cineniatogra})h  projector  is  installed,  and 
film  exhibitions  will  from  time  to  time  be  given  to  the  general  public, 
school  children,  nurses  and  midwives. 

All  the  full-time  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  also 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  and  close  co-ordination  between  all 
the  Health  Services  i)rovided  by  the  Corporation  and  School  Medical 
Services  as  far  as  staff  is  concerned  is  ensured. 

The  ^Municipal  Crematorium  at  Landican  Cemetery,  Birkenhead, 
was  opened  on  18th  October.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  21 
cremations  had  taken  place.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Deputy  iUedical  Officer  of  Health  were  appointed  as  Aledical  Eeferee 
and  Deputy  ^ledical  Eeferee  respectively. 

During  the  year  Dr.  E.  G.  Foster,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  was 
ai)pointed  to  the  position  of  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Thanks  are  again  due  to  the  members  of  the  staff  for  the  excellent 
work  done  by  them  during  the  year;  to  the  Chief  Officials  of  other 
departments  for  the  help,  which  they  have  kindly  given  me,  and  to  the 
Committees  of  the  Council  directly  concerned  for  the  interest  which 
tliey  have  shown  in  the  activities  of  the  department. 


D.M.M. 
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SHORT  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
193^ 

Area  of  the  Borough  8,598  acres,  or  13.4  square  miles 


Estimated  population  (at  midsummer,  1934)  150',  100 

Xumber  of  persons  per  acre  (density  of  population)  17.5 

Approximate  number  of  houses  in  Borough  at  end  of  1934  ...  31,769 

Xumber  of  inhabited  houses  at  time  of  census,  1931  30,493 

Xumber  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  time  of  census, 

1931  35,577 

liateable  value,  April,  1934  £973,220 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate,  1934-1935  £3,775 

Birkenhead  rates,  1934-1935  11/10'  in  the  £ 

Birth-rate  per  1,0-00  of  the  population  17.6 

Death  rate  ,,  ,,  12.0 

Average  death-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  12.4 

Tuljerculosis  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  0.90 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births)  60 

Average  number  of  children  in  elementary  schools  22,627 


X’uiidjer  of  elementary  school  children  medically  inspected 
during  year  


5,759 


XI 


ADMINISTRATION 

General  administrative  arrangements. — The  detailed  arrauge- 
nients  made  by  the  local  authority  tor  dealing  with  various  branches 
of  health  work — e.g.,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  tuberculosis,  etc. — 
are  set  out  in  the  appro})riate  sections  of  this  report. 

Staff. — The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  department  consisted 
at  the  end  of  1934  of  the  following: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Administrative  Medical  Officer: 

D.  Morley  Mathieson,  M.A.,  M.D.  (Edim),  Ch.E.,  E.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  G-.  Foster,  M.A.,  M.D.,  Oh. 13.,  E.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers: 

Mary  A.  !S.  Deacon,  M.D.E.,  M.B.,  13. S.,  D.P.PI. 

Anna  Mav  Williams,  M.13.,  Oh.B.,  D.P.H. 

J.  Morrison  Bitchie,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Oh.B.,  D.P.H. 

Iv.  Sandilands,  13. 8c.,  IM.B.,  Ch.l3.,  D.P.H. 

*Puth  I.  Hodgson,  M.B.,  Oh.B. 

Medical  Staff,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital: 

Boss  A.  Grant,  E.B.C.8.,  M.B.,  Oh.B.  (Medical  Superintendent). 
J.  Cook,  F.B.C.S.,  L.B.C.P.  and  8.,  D.P.H.  (Deputy . Aledical 
Suj^erintendent) . 

L.  G.  Thomas,  L.B.C.P.,  M.E.C.S.,  D.P.H.  (Senior  Besident 
INIedical  Officer) . 

B.  P.  Keni]),  M.D.,  Oh.B.  (Besident  Medical  Officer). 

F.  J.  Canchi,  13. 8c.,  M.D.,  Ph.C.  (Resident  Medical  Officer). 

H.  Fnld,  i\I.D.,  L.B.C.P.  and  8.  (Besident  Aledical  Officer). 

-B.  W.  Gemmell,  M.D.,  Oh.B.,  D.P.H.  (Radiologist). 

'AV.  Johnson,  INI.D.,  F.B.C.P.  (Consultant  Physician). 

*F.  C.  Plummer,  i\f.D.,  Ch.B.  (Ophthalmic  Surgeon). 

Dental  Surgeons: 

P.  Wilson  Smith.  T^.D.S. 

Eveline  M.  Warlow,  L.D.S. 

W.  G.  Walch,  I..D.S. 

*C.  F.  Anderson,  L.D.S. 

Veterinary  Officer: 

H.  Burrow,  M.B.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist: 

T)r.  J.  ^forrison  Bitchie  (Assistant  Medical  Offlc.ei  ). 

Analyst: 

W.  IT.  Roberts.  1^1. Sc..  F.I.C. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon: 

■^T.  Hartley  :^rartin,  IM.B.,  Ch.B. 

Matron,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital: 

Miss  J.  Pihodes. 
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Matron,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital: 

^liss  L.  Liggiiis. 

Matron,  Thingwall  Sanatorium; 

Miss  I.  E.  Millar. 

Inspector  of  Mid  wives; 

Dr.  ^lary  A.  S.  Deacon  (Assistant  Medical  Officer). 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Mid  wives; 

Miss  E.  A.  Smith. 

Health  Nurses: 

Miss  K.  Nixon  (Chief  Health  Nurse). 

i\Iiss  A.  Cr.  Adams,  Miss  J.  Beattie,  Aliss  S.  J.  Briscoe,  Aliss 
A.  G-.  Evans,  Miss  C.  E.  Eox,  Aliss  M.  M.  Graham,  Miss  E. 
Hendley,  Miss  M.  Jones,  Miss  J.  McDonald,  Miss  G.  E. 
Parkinson,  Miss  L.  Peace,  Aliss  E.  Eamage,  Miss  B. 
Shepherd,  Miss  D.  Smith,  Miss  A.  I.  Steele,  Miss  L.  Wilson, 
iNIiss  A.  Williams,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Williams. 

Inspectors: 

Alfred  Longstaff  (Chief  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the  Food 
and  Drug's^  Acts) . 

N.  Hancock  (Housing  Inspector) , W.  H.  Tilston,  J.  Croshaw,  G. 
Wills,  T.  Oversby,  A.  Greenfield,  G.  H.  Birch,  G.  H. 
Williams,  A.  B.  Holloway  (District  Sanitary  Inspectors), 
F.  Diiggins  (Workshops,  Food  and  Drugs,  etc..  Inspector), 
W.  S.  Edwards  (Infectious  Diseases  Inspector),  J.  Jackman 
(Common  Lodging  Houses  Inspector),  Archbell  Carnie  (Meat 
Inspector),  W.  Cameron,  A.  T.  Haughton,  J.  B.  Lowsby 
(Assistant  Meat  Inspectors) . 

Clerical  Staff,  Steward,  etc.; 

W.  M.  Cavers  (Chief  Clerk),  W.  A.  Lyth  (Steward),  J.  Owen 
(Senior  Clerk). 

J.  Bennett,  N.  Wilson,  E.  Baker,  C.  Martin,  F.  Owens,  A. 
Barnett,  A.  Cross,  E.  P.  Dwerryhouse,  C.  L.  Weekes,  D.  A. 
Jenkins,  A.  C.  Horne,  E,.  H.  Hall;  D.  K.  Ashton,  E.  Beard, 
T.  K.  Ward,  S.  Burge,  A.  W.  Gaskell  (Junior  Clerks)  ; Mrs. 
L.  Price,  Miss  W.  A.  Calloway,  Miss  C.  L.  Weston,  Miss  W. 
Nash,  Aliss  M.  Eoberts,  Miss  E.  B.  Sheifiierd,  Miss  D. 
StejLens,  Miss  M.  Piper,  Miss  M.  Piirden  (Female  Clerks). 

Public  Vaccinators: 

-Gl.  Lnird  ]>earsoii,  J.fh,  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P. 

^GI.  Oesswcdl  Jdcrce,  M.A.,  M.Pi.C.B.,  L.E.C.P. 

'Gloss  A.  Grant,  fJE.C.B.,  M.Ih,  Ch.B.  (Medical  Superintendent, 
Birkoidioad  i\ImrK'i|)al  ITos]')ital) . 


Vaccination  Officers: 

■O.  II.  Lofkr-y. 

' E.  W.  t>wcns. 


xill 


other  Staff: 

Nursing  Staff,  Birkenliead  Municipal  Hospital  115 

Hispenser,  Birlvculiead  JMuuicipal  Hospital  1 

iMasseuse,  Birkenhead  ]\Juui(dpal  Hospital  1 

School  Teacher,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hos]utal  1 

Honiestic  Staff,  Birkenliead  IMnnicipal  Hos])ital  21 

iMale  Staff,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hos])ital  17 

Nursing  Staff,  Infections  Hiseases  Hospital  22 

Hoinestic  Staff.  Infections  Diseases  Hospital  17 

klale  Staff,  Tnfeidions  ])iseases  Hosiiital  0 

Nursing  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatoriinn  6 

School  Teacher.  Thingwall  Sanatoriinn  1 

Domestic  Staff.  Thingwall  Sanatorium  5 

iMale  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium  2 

Temporary  Assistant  Meat  Tns])ectors  2 

Assistants  on  jMeat  Inspection  Work  3 

Lahoratory  Assistants  3 

iMale  Orderly  (Venereal  Diseases  Clinic)  1 

Home  Teacher  (Blind  Persons)  1 

*Not  whole-time  officers. 
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SUPERANNUATION  SCHEME 


The  Local  Government  and  Other  Officers'  Superannuation  Act, 
1922,  was  adopted  by  the  Birkenliead  Corporation  in  June,  1923,  and 
came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1923. 

The  number  of  posts  in  the  Corporation  service  designated  as 
“ established  posts  ” for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  was  1,906,  of  which 
1,711  were  actually  filled  at  the  date  on  which  the  Act  came  into  force, 
and  195  were  additional  posts.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme  720  new  posts  have  been  created,  making  a total  of  2,636. 


Medical  examinations  carried  out  during  1935 During  the 

past  year  70  examinations  of  selected  applicants  for  designated  posts 
were  carried  out. 


Department 

Audit  

Baths  

Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Borough  Treasurer’s 

Cleansing  

Education  

Gas  

Libraries  

iMedical  Officer’s  

Public  Assistance  

Town  Clerk’s  

Transport  


Designated 

Posts 

...  1 
...  7 

...  3 

...  7 

...  2 
...  8 


4 

28 

6 

1 

3 


Total  examinations 


70 


Note— In  arldition  to  the  ahove  there  were  .3  re-examinations  during  19.34. 
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POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND 


DEATHS  " 


POPULATION 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1931  census  was  147,803. 

The  Begistrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
as  at  mid-year,  1934,  was  150, 100. 


BIRTHS 


Births  registered  during  1935,  and  birth-rate. — During  the  year 
2,052  birtlis  belonging  to  tlie  Borough  were  registered . (This  total 
includes  08  Ihrkenliead  births  registered  in  other  areas  and  transferred 
to  Ihrkenhead,  and  excludes  204  birtlis  belonging  to  other  areas  which 
occurred  in  Birkenhead  and  were  transferred  to  the  areas  concerned. 
Among  the  latter  are  numerous  births  which  occurred  at  the 
Birkenhead  ^Maternity  Hospital  and  the  Birkenhead  Municipal 
Hosjutal) . 

This  corresponds  to  a birth-rate  of  17.0  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion. 


Birth-rate  in  recent  years. — The  birth-rates  since  1925  are  as 
follows: — 


1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 
1984 


20.5  per  1,000' 
20.4 
18.2 


18.5 

18.9 

17.8 

18.4 

17.7 

17.1 

17.0 


7 7 


Comparison  of  birth-rate  with  rates  for  country  generally — 

Per  1,000  of  population 
Live  Still 

births  births 


England  and  Wales  14.8  0.62 

121  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  14.7  0.00 

135  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident 
populations  25.000-50.000  at  census, 

1031)  15.0  0.07 

Tx)ndon  13.2  0.50 

Birkenhead  10.8  0.81 


Sex-distribution  of  births Gf  the  2,530  live  births,  1,330  were 

males  and  1.2r)r)  females;  a proix'irtion  of  1,108:  1,000. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  2.53t)  live  births  registered.  128  were  illegiti- 
mate. a ]<enentage  of  5.0. 

Registration  of  stillbirths — Tender  Section  7 of  the  Births  and 
Deaths  Registration  A^  t.  1926,  the  birth  of  ever^^  stillborn  child*  must 
be  registered  by  the  Registrar  in  a register  of  stillbirths.  The 
Registrar-General  has  kindly  furnished  rne  vuth  tlie  numbers  of  still- 
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births  registered  during  1034  in  Birkenliead.  The  total  number  was 
133.  In  addition,  there  was  1 inward  transfer.  There  were  12  still- 
births registered  in  Birkenhead  belonging  to  other  areas.  Thus  the 
nett  nuiuber  of  stillbirths  belonging  to  the  Borough  was  122,  classified 
as  follows: — 

born  dead  after  the  tweiity-ets’hth  week  of  pregnancy 


Legitimate — ^Males  68 

Females  50 

Illegitimate — Males  2 

Females  2 


122 


The  stillbirth  rate  was  46  per  1,000  births. 

Births  notified  during  1935. — During  the  year,  2,737  births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and 
1915.  Of  these  133  were  stillbirths,  leaving  a total  of  2,604  live 
births.  This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  Birkenhead 
Maternity  Hospital,  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  and  the 
Birkenhead  General  Hospital,  many  of  which  were  transferable  to 
other  areas. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births: — 

Births  in  Public  Institutions: — 

Birkenliead  Maternity  Hospital  396  (38  stillbirths) 

Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  305  (29  ,,  ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  ...  126  (2  ,,  ) 

Other  births: — 

Notified  by  doctors  95  ( 5 stillbirths) 

Notified  by  midwives  1679  (59  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  parents  3 ( — ,,  ) 


2604  (133  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Registrars  rey)orted  48  cases  of 
un-nr)fificd  births;  12  of  these  were  attended  hy  medical  practitioners, 
26  hy  both  certified  niidwives  and  doctors,  7 by  the  Maternity  Hospital 
staff.  1 by  the  Municijjal  Hos])ital  staff,  and  1 by  the  General  Hospital 
•laff  anfi  one  hirth  was  that  of  an  unknown  child  whose  body  was 
foiirifl  in  a garfien. 


DEATHS 

Death-rate. — 1 .HOfi  dealbs  ocauure.d  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  M)\  derilhs  of  Birkcnihead  rc'sidents  which  occurred 
''uiV-ifh*  ilie  Borrjiigh.  but  exeliides  210  df^alhs  of  non-residents  which 
occnrred  in  llie  area.  Tliis  gives  ,<i  dealh-rate  of  12.0  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates 
follows : — 

1925  

1926  

1927  

1928  

1929  

1930  

1931  

1932  

1933  

1934  


since  1925  are 


12.1  per  1,000 

11.1 
12.6 
12.3 


13.9 

11.7 

13.4 
11.6 

13.5 


12.0 


as 


Seasonal  deaths. — The  following  gives  the  deaths  for  each  quarter 
of  the  years  1933  and  1934: — 


No.  of  deaths 

1938 

1934 

Fiist  quarter 

731 

541 

Second  quarter 

424 

462 

Thinl  quarter  

372 

349 

Finirtli  quarter 

.^)09 

454 

Totals  

2036 

1806 

Sex-distribution  of  deaths. — Of  the  total  deaths  962  were  males 
and  844  females,  a proi)ortion  of  1.140  : 1,000. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1934  there  was  1 uncertified  death  belong- 
ing to  the  area. 

Coroner’s  inquests. — Coroner’s  inquests  were  held  regarding  100 
deaths — that  is,  in  6.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — This  Act  came  into 
force  on  1st  'Slay,  1927.  During  the  year  63  deaths  (3.4  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  during  the  year)  were  registered  without  the  Coroner 
holding  an  inquest. 

Causes  of  death. — Detailed  causes  of  death  during  1934,  compiled 
in  this  department,  are  not  published  in  this  report.  Table  P.  1 
(pages  6 and  7),  prepared  b}’  the  Piegistrar-General,  shows  the  causes 
of  death  of  Birkenhead  residents,  sub-classified  according  to  sex  and 
age. 

Infantile  mortality. — There  were  153  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  60  per 
l.CifiC)  births,  fjif  loirrst  pvrr  refol  ded  in  the  Thorough  ^ 

There  were  12  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  unrler  1 year  old  ; 
civing  an  illegitimate  mortality  rate  of  94  per  1,000.  The  causes  of 
infant  deatlis.  and  the  ages  at  which  deatli  occurred  are  shown  in 
Table  P 2 (page  ft). 


The  corresponding  rates  for  each  year  since  1925  are  given  below: 


1925  92 

1926  85 

1927  95 
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1928  80 

1929  86 

1930  86 

1931  86 

1932  71 

1933  99 

1934  • 60 


The  main  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  past  two  years  are 
shown  below: — 

x\o.  in  No.  in 

1933  1934 


(a)  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  39  22 

Bronchitis  15  1 

^Yhooping  cough  5 2 

Measles  10  2 

(b)  Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  35  16 

Premature  birth  54  47 

(c)  All  other  causes  85  63 


243  153 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for 
7.5  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1934.  The 


deaths  from  the  disease  were  as  follows: — ■ 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  108 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  28 


136 


This  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  0.90  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  108  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  1934,  101 
occurred  in  individuals  between  15  and  65  years  old — that  is,  of  a 
wage-earning  age. 

This  subject  is  further  dealt  with  in  the  “ Tuberculosis  ” section 
of  this  report. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  “ principal 


epidemic  diseases”  caused  64  deaths,  as  follows: — 

Diarrlicea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years)  19 

Wlioojung  cougli  8 

Measles  9 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Diphtheria  (iiicliidiug  membranous  crou]))  27 

Fever  (enteric,  ty])bus,  and  simple  continued)...  0 
Smfdlpox  0 


This  corresponds  to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  0.4 
per  l.rH'>0  of  Uie  ytopulation. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases Pneumonia 

''•an-f-d.  in  iis  v.arious  forms,  121  deallis;  c*rysipe1as  caused  10  ; acute 
prjliomyflit is  caused  1 ; eerebro-spinal  fev(*r  caused  1. 
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Deaths  from  cancer. — The  following  table  shows  the  cancer  death- 
rate  in  Birkenhead  as  compared  with  the  country  generally: — 


lUllKKNHKAl) 

ENGLAND  and  WALES 

Year 

Population 

1 

Niuiiber  uf  deaths 
from  cancer  in 
Uirkeidiead 

Kate  per  100,00(5 
I)opnlati()n 

Rate  per  100,000 
population 

1901 

111,377 

91 

81 

1902 

113,231 

00 

58 

1903 

115,117 

78 

08 

! 

S 87 

1904 

117,034 

83 

70 

1 

1905 

118,982 

94 

79 

J 

1 

1900 

120,904 

101 

83 

1 

1907 

122,978 

90 

73 

190S 

125.020 

101 

80 

\ 

y 94 

1909 

127,108 

91 

71 

1 

1910 

129,227 

115 

89 

J 

f 

1911 

131,377 

114 

86 

1 

1912 

135,521 

120 

92 

1 

1913 

135,740 

107 

70 

y 105 

1914 

137,900 

114 

82 

1 

1915 

140,291 

121 

85 

J 

1 

1910 

142.022 

140 

98 

1 

1917 

1 144,993 

144 

99 

1 

1918 

147,403 

154 

104 

y 118 

19:9 

149,853 

181 

121 

1 

1920 

152,345 

ISO 

122 

J 

1 

1921 

147.800 

186 

125 

121 

1922 

149.200 

172 

115 

123 

1923 

151,400 

179 

118 

127 

1924 

154,100 

179 

116 

130 

1925 

155,500 

199 

129 

133 

1920 

158,000 

204 

129 

136 

1927 

158,500 

200 

130 

137 

1928 

159,200 

229 

145 

142 

1929 

157,000 

214 

136 

143 

1930 

157.000 

228 

144 

145 

1931 

14S'500 

206 

138 

148 

1932 

147.700 

197 

133 

151 

1933 

151,000 

208 

138 

153 

1934 

1 150.100 

235 

156 

156 

Comparison  of  Birkenhead  death-rates  with  those  for  country 

generally In  Table  P 3 (page  9)  Birkenhead  rates  are  shown 

together  with  those  for  the  country  generally.  The  latter  are  provisional 
figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General.  Non-civilians  are 
included  in  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  but  not  for  other  areas. 


TABLE  P 1 

Doalhs  : causes,  sex,  ami  a^^es  (as  compiled  hy  the  Ref^istrai-Leueial) 
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TABLE  P 2 

Infant  deaths:  causes  and  ages 


1 

1 

Causes  of  death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

j 2-3  weeks 

1 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

Over  4 weeks  & 

under  3 months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under  1 

year 

All  causes 

56 

12 

8 

5 

81 

25 

21 

15 

11 

153 

Smallpox  

Chicken  pox  

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

AVliooping  cough 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

Influenza  

1 

Tuberculosis  of  central  nervous 

svstera  

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  intestines  and 

peritoneum  

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous)  

1 

2 

”3 

Convulsions  

1 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

6 

”3 

22 

Diarrhcea  and  enteritis  

1 

1 

1 

*2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

2 

16 

Gastritis  

Svphilis  

Rickets 

Injury  at  birth  

1 

"{ 

i 

Atelectasis  

9 

1 

10 

10 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

3 

4 

1 

11 

4 

2 

17 

Premature  birth 

35 

5 

1 

2 

43 

3 

1 

47 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus 

4 

1 

5 

4 

1 

10 

Other  causes 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

3 

15 

Totals 

56 

12 

8 

5 

81 

25 

21 

15 

11 

153 

Xett  live  birtlis  in  the  year — Nett  deaths  in  the  year — 


Legitimate  2402  Legitimate  infants 141 

Illegitimate 128  Illegitimate  infants  ...  12 


Death-rates:  comparison  with  rest  of  eoimtry 
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Local  Industries 


LOCAL  INDUSTRIES 

OCCUPATIONS 

The  staple  industries  of  the  district  are  shipbuilding,  ship- 
repairing  and  engineering. 

The  Pegistrar  Clenerars  returns  setting  out  the  occupations  of 
persons  resident  in  the  Borough  at  the  time  of  the  1981  census  are 
now  available. 

The  returns  show  that  at  the  time  of  the  census  the  total  popula- 
tion enumerated  in  Birkenhead  was  147,808.  Of  this  total,  70,855 
were  males  and  7,0,948  were  females. 

Of  the  total  population  enumerated,  there  were  18,529  males  and 
18,188  females  under  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  52,826  males  and 
58,700  females  over  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Persons  occupied  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  over  numbered 
47,805  males  and  19,212  females.  The  number  of  not  gainfully 
occupied  and  retired  persons,  aged  14  years  and  over,  was  4.461  males 
and  89,548  females. 

The  Registrar  General  states  that  of  the  47,865  males,  aged  14 
years  and  over,  80,967  were  classed  as  operatives  in  work.  The 
number  out  of  work  (all  classes)  numbered  12,048.  Of  the  19,212 
females  aged  14  years  and  over,  15,241  were  classed  as  operatives  in 
work.  The  number  out  of  work  (all  classes)  numbered  2,124. 

Table  O 1 shows  the  distribution  of  the  47,865  males  and  the 
19,212  females  over  the  age  of  14  years,  classified  in  respect  of 
occupational  groups. 

TABLE  O 1 


Occui)ational  groups  of  males  and  females  over  the  age  of  14  years 


OCCUPATION 

Birkenhead  C.  B. 

Males 

Females 

FISHERMEN 

Fishermen  

27 

— 

AGRICULTURAL  OCCUPATIONS 

Land  and  Estate  Agents  and  Managers  (not  Auc- 
tioneers  and  Estate  Agents)  

1 

Farmers  ...  

34 

4 

l-'aimers’  Sons,  Daugliters,  or  Other  Relatives 
assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm  

G 

1 

Oai'deners,  Nurserymen,  Seedsmen,  Florists  

518 

2G 

.\grif:ultural  and  Forestry  Pupils  (not  at  Colleges)  ... 

1 

1 

I 'aim  Rail  iff  s 

1 

... 

I-'oresters  and  Wooflmen  

2 

— 

Agrif-ultiiral  Machine,  1'ractor  — Proprietors, 

I'oremen,  Drivers,  .\1tendants  

1 

l“'arni  l''oi-emen  

2 

•— 

.\griciili nral  Lahoiiiers,  l*’arm  Sei  vants  ; 

Shepherds 

2 

... 

Em[)loyefj  in  tending  cattle,  dairying,  etc 

12 

2 

I'.rnployefl  in  rharge  of  horses  

G 

— 

.Not  otherwise  distingnished  

94 

35 

Cardeners’  Lahoniers  

GG 

23 

Instate  Labourers  , 

— 

.... 

Pea  and  i''riiit  Pickers  

— 

— 

Other  ,\gricult nral  Occupations  

7 

1 

Local  Industries 
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Jiirkenhead  C.  B. 


OCCUPATION 


Males 


MINING  AND  QUARRYING  OCCUPATIONS 

1.  In  Coal  and  Shale  Mines: 

Owners,  Agents,  iMa lingers  

Subordinate  Sn{)erinteiuUng  Stall  (including 

lnsi>ectors,  C'ontractors  and  l-'oreinen)  

Hewers  aiul  (letters  

Iversons  conveying  Material  to  the  Shaft  

Persons  making  and  Uepairing  Roads  

Otlier  Workers  below  (1  round  

Others  Workers  above  (Iroiind  


I 


14 

1 


G 

1 

1 

0 

1 


r emales 


In  Metalliferous  Mities  and  Workinys: 

Owners,  Agents,  Managers  

Subordinate  Siiiierintending  Staff  (including 

lnsi»ectors.  Contractors,  and  Foremen)  

(.)ther  Workers  below  Cround  

Other  Workers  above  Ground  and  in  Open  Work- 




o.  In  Other  Mines  and.  Quarries  and  at  Brine  and 

Oil  Wells:  8 

Owners.  Agents,  Managers  — 

Subordinate  Superintending  Staff  (including 

Inspectors,  Contractors,  and  Foremen)  — 

Stone  Miners,  Onnriiers  ^ 

Slate  Miners,  (^uarriers  — 

('balk.  Clay,  Sand,  Ciravel — Pit  Workers  8 

Other  Workers  1 


WORKERS  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  NON- 
METALLIFEROUS  MINE  AND  QUARRY 
PRODUCTS  

1.  Makers  of  Coal  Gas,  Coke,  and  By-Products 
{e,rcluding  Tar  Distilling): 

Fmidoyers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  , 

(Jther  Skilled  Workers  


54 


48 

8 

40 


2.  Makers  of  Other  Prod^icts: 

Finployei'S  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Kiln  Men  and  Lime  Burners  .. 
Other  Skilled  Woikers  


6 

1 

5 


1 


MAKERS  OF  BRICKS,  POTTERY  AND  GLASS  . 

1.  Makers  of  Bricks,  Tiles  and  Pottery: 

Kiiiployers  and  Manageis  

F'uemen  and  Overlookers  

Brick  and  Fnglazed  Tile-Makers,  Moulders, 

Pressers,  and  Cutters  

Furnace  and  Ci  iicible  Pot  Makers  

Potteis  Mill  Workers:  Sli)j  Makers  and  Arkmen  .. 

I'otters:  Ware— Makers,  Casters  and  Finishers  

Kiln  and  Onch  Men:  Kiln  Setters  and  Placers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  

2.  Makers  of  Glass  and  Glassware : 

Fin|ili.y«‘rs  and  Managers  

Fr.iemen  and  Overlookers  

leazers  and  I'ounders  

(iatherers  

Bl'.weis  and  Finisheis  'not  Machine  Hands) 
Moulders  and  Pressers  ..  . 

Other  Skilled  Workers  


41 

28 


1 

18 


6 

3 

13 

2 


3 


8 


2 


2 


2 
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Local  Industries 


Birkenhead  C.  B. 


OCCUPATION 


WORKERS  IN  CHEMICAL  PROCESSES:  MAKERS 
OF  PAINTS,  OILS,  &c.  

1.  Workers  in  Chemical  Processes: 

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Distillers  and  Still  Men  

Process  Men  and  Furnacemen  

Other . Skilled  Workers  

2.  Makers  of  Paints,  Oils  {not  Mineral),  etc.:  

Fmployers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Paint  and  Colour  Grinders  and  Mixers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  


METAL  WORKERS  (NOT  ELECTRO  PLATE  OR 
PRECIOUS  METALS)  

1,  Employers,  Managers,  Foremen:  

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Foundry  

Machine  Shop  

Fitting  and  Erecting  

Other  and  Undefined  


2.  Furnacemen  ( not  Annealing  or  Foundry) 

Rollers,  and  their  Assistants:  

P tiddlers  

Shinglers  

Other  Furnacemen  and  their  Skilled  Assistants  .... 

Rollers  and  their  Skilled  Assistants  

Other  Assistants  to  Furnacemen  and  Rollers  


3.  Foundry  Markers : 

Rrass  Moulders  

Other  Metal  Moulders  (not  Blast  Furnace)  

Die  Casters  

Iron  or  Steel  Foundry  Furnace  and  Cupola  Men  .... 

1 1-011  or  Steel  Foundry  Labourers  

Rrass,  Rronze  Foundry  Furnacemen  

Other  Foundry  (not  Type)  Furnacemen  and 

Casters  

Rrass,  Rronze  Foundry  Labourers  

Other  Foundry  (not  Type)  Labourers  

4.  Smiths  and.  Skilled  Forge  Workers:  

Smiths  and  Skilled  Forge  Workers  


7).  Metal  Machinists 
Metal  Machinists  ... 


C.  Fitters:  

Jhectors,  I-fitters  

'If.ol  Setters  

Millwrights  

la ertor.''’,  l-‘itters’.  Millwrights’  J.aboiirers  

Cycle— Makers,  Fitters,  and  Mechanics  

.Me- lianif-al  Engineers;  Engineers  (not  Engine 

Driver^;  

.M'-liani!.-  'so  returned)  

.M'U'/r  .Me'-hanic.s  ''so  returned)  

Me'-liani^al  l-aigineers’.  Engineers’,  and  Mechanics’ 
Lal»oijrcrs  


Male.s 

Females 

187 

49 

09 

6 

18 



6 



4 



28 



13 

6 

118 

43 

39 

1 

15 

6 

6 

7 

58 

29 

6172 

82 

255 

1 

125 

1 - 

10 



10 

— 

31 

— 

79 

— 

0 



— 

— 

3 



2 

— 

1 

99 

— 

15 

— 

44 

— * 

— 

— 

or. 

1 

— 





10 

— 

2 

— 

319 

— 

319 

— 

398 



398 

— 

1776 

— 

701 

— 

6 

— 

40 

— 

234 

— 

16 

— 

394 



15 

— 

! 26t) 

— 

! 104 

— 

Local  Industries 
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1 

OCCUPATION 

Jiirkenliead  C.  B. 

Males 

Females 

Metal  Continued 

7.  Other  ^yorkcrs:  ' 

3319 

81 

Annealers,  Softeners,  Hardeners,  Teinperers  

— 

— 

Art  Metal  Workers  

— 

— 

Holler  Makers.  Platers,  and  Iron  Shipwrights  

974 

— 

Boiler  Makers’  and  Platers’  Labourers  

2G1 

— 

Brass  Finishers  and  'I'lirners  i 

37 

— 

Card  Clothing— Clothiers,  Setters,  and  Nailers  1 

— 

— 

Constructional  Engineers  (not  Professional), 

98 

Steel  Erectors,  Structural  Iron  Workers  

— 

Coppersmiths  

43 

— 

Cutlers  

— 

— 

Die  Cutters  and  Sinkers  

— 

— 

Drillers  (Hand,  Pneuinatic,  or  Electric)  

149 

1 

File  Cutters  (Hand  or  Machine)  

— 

— 

Filers  

— 

1 

Calvanizers  (not  Sheets)  

— 

Cas  Fitters  

61 

— 

Crinders  

13 



Cilazers,  Polishei's,  Buffers,  and  Moppers  

— 

1 

Cunsmiths  and  Gun  Lock  and  Action  Makers  

— - 

— 

Heating  ami  Ventilating  Engineers  (so  returned)  .. 

6 

— 

Lead  Burners  and  Chemical  Plumbers  

— 

— 

Lock.  Latch,  and  Key  Makers:  Locksmiths  

— 

— 

Metal  Spinners  

— 

Oxv-Acetylene  or  Electric  Welders  and  Cutters  

74 

1 

Picklers  

— 

■ 

Pijte  Fitters  

9 

— 

Plumbers  (not  Chemical  Plumbers)  

469 

— 

Plumbers’  Labourers  

Press  Workers  and  Stampers  (not  Hot  or 

78 

— 

Hydraulic)  Drawers  (not  Wire  or  Tube)  

4 

55 

Rivetters  

581 

— 

Rivetters’  Labourers  

141 

— 

Roller  Engravers  and  Block  Cutters  

— 

1 

Safe  Makers  

— 

Scale  and  Weighing  Machine— Makers,  Fitters, 

and  Adjusters  

5 

— 

Solderers  and  Rrazers  

1 

12 

'I'inners  

1 ^ ^ 

— 

Tinsmiths,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  

141 

5 

Tool  Makers  hso  retuined)  

15 

— 

Tube  Drawers  and  Welders  ... 

— 

— 

Whe  Drawers  and  Makers  

— 

— 

Wire  Weavers  and  Wire  Rope  Makers  

— 

— 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

' 208 

4 

WORKERS  IN  PRECIOUS  METALS  AND  ELECTRO 

PLATE  

8 

2 

Employers  and  Managers  

4 

— 

F'-remen  and  Overlookers  

— 

— 

Eb  ' tro  Platers,  Nickel  Platcis  

— 

... 

Engrav-'i-s  and  Chaseis  

1 

— 

G'dd.sniiths  and  Gem  Setteis  

2 

1 

Poli.shers  and  S*  ratr  h Brushers  

— 

— 

Pressers,  Saw  Pi<*iceis,  and  Staiiijicrs  

— 

— 

Silver  and  Whit*.'  Metal  Smiths;  >Iounters  

— 

— 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

1 

1 

14 


Local  Industries 


()(  CUJ’ATIOX 


ELECTRICAL  APPARATUS  MAKERS  & FITTERS 
(NOT  ELSEWHERE  ENUMERATED)  AND 
ELECTRICIANS  


Eiiiployeis  and  ^^lanagers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Accumulator  Makers  and  Pasters  

Coil  Winders  

Coil  Insulators  ‘ 

InsuUued  Cable  and  Wire  Machine  Drivers  and  ^ 

Setters-up  ' 

Insulated  Cable  and  Wire  Machine  Assistants  | 

Electric  Lamp  and  Valve— Stemmers,  Sealers,  and 

Exhausters  

Filament,  Grid,  and  Anode  Makers  and  Mounters  ...^ 

Inspectors,  Viewers  and  Testers  

Instrument  Makers  and  Assemblers  | 

Electrical  Engineers  and  Fitters;  Electricians  and  i 

Wiremen  

Linemen  and  Cable  Jointers  i 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

MAKERS  OF  WATCHES,  CLOCKS  & SCIENTIFIC 

INSTRUMENTS  | 

Eniidoyers  and  Managers  ! 

Foremen  and  Overlookers  i 

Scientiflc  Instrument  Makers  and  Repairers  | 

Watch,  Clock,  and  Chronometer  Makers  and  | 

Repairers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  I 


WORKERS  IN  SKINS  AND  LEATHER,  AND 
MAKERS  OF  LEATHER  AND  LEATHER 
SUBSTITUTE  GOODS  (NOT  BOOTS  OR 
SHOES)  I 

1.  Furriers,  Skinners,  Tanners,  and  Leather 

Dressers:  ! 

Employers  and  Managers  T... 

Foremen  and  Overlookers  (including  Head  Ware- 
housemen and  Chief  Sorters)  | 

I'dii  i iers,  Fur  Sewers  and  Machinists  

Lime  and  Tan  Yard  Workers  (not  Labourers)  

Cuirieis  and  Leather  Dressers  ; 

Enamellers,  Jajjanners,  Dyers,  Stainers  and  ' 

I'Tnishers  

tithei-  Skilled  Workers  


Birkenhead  C.  B. 

Females 


Males 


692 

25 

15 

1 

4 


555 

61 

15 


25 

1 


174 

143 

3 

6 

2 

82 

7 

43 


29 

27 

5 

8 

14 


2.  Makers  of  Leather  and  Leather  Substitute 

Goods  (not  Foots  or  Shoes):  | 31 

lhiif)loycrs  and  Maiiageis  9 

I'oreineri  and  tiverlookers  — 

Ciitters-oiit  2 

licdtiiig  Malo-is,  .Sewers  and  Rej;);iirers  7 

Sadrlb'i.s  and  Hajaiess  Makeis  ; 9 

.\Iak<Ms  of  Dags  and  Trunks  1 

Oflu'i-  .<l\illefl  Workers  i 3 

TEXTILE  WORKERS  32 

lanployci-  and  .Managers  ; 5 

Foremen  and  fiverlookers : 

Dlowing  Wootw  j 

Sorting  and  Dlending  — 


2 


83 


Local  Industries 


OCCUPATION 


Textile  workers— Uo/i/Z/j  ued 

Carding,  Combing,  and  Drawing  

Spinning  and  Donbling  (,not  Silk  Donbiing)  ... 
Winding,  Warping,  Slashing,  or  Sizing; 

Silk  Donbling  

Weaving  

Ollier  or  Cndelined  

Wool  Sorters  

Hag  and  Wool  Carbonisers  and  Washers  

Breakers.  Hag  Criiulers,  Heeklers,  and  W’illowers  ... 
Card,  Comb,  and  Frame  Tenters  (not  Hing,  Cap, 

or  Flyer  Frame);  Box  Minders  

?irippers  and  Crinders;  Card  Crinders,  Card  Boom 

Jobbers  

Spinners  ami  Bieeers  i^Mule,  Bing,  Cap,  or  Flyer)  ... 
Doublers  and  Donbling  I'T'aine  Tenters  (not  Silk); 

Silk  Throwsters  

Winders.  Beelers,  Beamers,  Warpers,  Silk 

Doublers  

Drawers-in  and  'I'wisters-in  

Sizei's,  Slashers,  and  'Papers  

Weavers  

Hope  Makers,  laiyers,  and  Stranders  

Hosiery  Frame  'renters  and  Machine  Knitters  

Hand  knitters  

Face  Machine  'renters  and  W'arp  Hands  

Felt  Formers,  Batters  and  Hardeners  (not  Hats)  

Lookers  and  Examiners;  Bniiers  and  Menders  

Bleach  Croft  Workers  (not  l.abonrers)  

Dyers  , 

Scourers  (Woollen  Cloth,  W’orsted,  and  Hosiery), 

C.alenderers,  and  Finishers  

Scollopers,  Clippers,  and  Lace  W’arehoiise  Hands  ... 
Other  Skilled  Workers  in  Bleaching,  Dyeing, 

Finishing,  etc 

Other  W’orkers  in  Bleaching,  Dyeing,  Finishing,  etc. 

Heald  Knitters  

Other  Skilled  W'orkers  


MAKERS  OF  TEXTILE  GOODS  AND  ARTICLES 
OF  DRESS  

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Cutters  (not  Hats,  Gloves  or  Boots):  Skilled  

Knife  or  Machine  , 

Tailors;  Tailors’  Dressers  and  Machinists  

Dress  and  Blouse  Makers  

Corst't  Makers  and  Machinists  

Embroiderers  and  Embioidery  Machinists  

Milliners  

Hat  Formers,  Flankers,  Stiffeners  

Hat  Sewers.  Finishers  and  'riimmers  

• dove  ^not  Knitted  oi  Biibber) — Makers,  Cutters, 

Sewers  anrl  Machinists  

Boot  and  .Shoe  Makers  and  Bejjaiiers  (so  returned) 

Boot,  Shoe.  Slii)per— Clickers  and  Cutters  

rnher  defined— Skilled— Boot  etc..  Factory  Opera- 
tives   

Other  Boot,  etc.,  Faetorv  Operatives  

Clot:  Makers  ( 

T 'mbrella.  Parasol— .\lakers,  Coverers,  Bepairer.s  ’ ’ j 
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Local  Industries 


OCCUPATION 


Birkenhead 


Males 


Makers  of  Textile  Goods,  etc— Continued 


Sack  Makers 


2 


Tarpaulin,  Tent,  Sail,  and  Other  Canvas  Goods— 

Makers,  Dressers,  Repairers  

Sewers,  Stitchers,  Sewing  Machinists  (not  else- 
where enumerated)  

Other  Skilled  Workers  


2 

4 


C.  B. 
Females 


12 

9 

75 

12 


MAKERS  OF  FOODS,  DRINKS,  AND  TOBACCO  

1.  Makers  of  Foods:  

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Grain  Millers  

Bakers  and  Pastry  Cooks  (including  Biscuit  Makers 

Sugar  and  Sweet  Boilers  

Sugar  Confectionery  Makers,  Moulders  and  Coverer; 

Meat  and  Fish  Cnrers  and  Smokers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  


562 

503 

73 

26 

75 

191 

3 

1 

2 

132 


259 

201 

25 

2 

2 

146 

20 

1 

5 


2.  Makers  of  Alcoholic  Drinks:  

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Maltsters  

Skilled  Workers  in  Ale,  etc..  Brewing 

Beer  Bottlers  

Cellar  Men  

Other  Skilled  Workers  


39 

16 

6 

1 

5 

4 

7 


48 


39 

8 

1 


3.  Makers  of  Non-Alcoholic  Drinks: 

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  


12 

7 

1 

4 


4.  Makers  of  Tobacco,  Cigars,  Cigarettes,  Snuff:  . 

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  


8 


5 


3 


10 

10 


WORKERS  IN  WOOD  AND  FURNITURE  

1.  Workers  in  Wood:  

I-:mj>loyers  and  Managers  

I'oremen  and  Overlookers  

Basket  Makers  

Cabinet  Makers  

Carj)eiitejs  , 

floach.  Carriage,  Van,  and  Cart  Builders;  Body 

Bihldeis  

Coopers,  Hoop  Makers  and  Benders  

Packing  Case  Makers  

Pattern  Makers  (Woofl  or  TJndcfined)  

Sawyeis  

Sliij)wrigl)ts  and  Boat  and  Barge  Builders  (wood)  .. 

Sliof)  letters  ('so  returned)  

Walking  am]  J’inhrella  Stick  Makers,  Benders, 

Dressers  

Whef'lwiigbts  

Wr>r,fi  riarvers,  Ihctnre  lOaim*  Makers  ' 

Wood  'riirners  and  Machinists  

Other  Ski  I ha]  Workers  


1915 

1796 

39 

45 

8 

91 

1185 

27 
45 
19 
70 

28 
75 

2 


25 

9 

105 

23 


46 

11 


1 

2 

3 

1 


Local  Industries 
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OCCUPATION 

Rirkeiih 

iMales 

ead  C.  1C 

Fen)ales 

Workers  in  Wood,  eic— Continued 

2.  Upholsterers : 

119 

35 

Employers  and  Managers  

15 

1 

Eoreinen  and  Overlookers  

3 

. 1 

Hedding  anti  Mattress  Makers  

7 

1 

Carpet  and  Einoleinn  Planners  

9 

— 

Cpliolsterers,  Coach  Trimmers,  etc 

85 

1 32 

MAKERS  OF  AND  WORKERS  IN  PAPER  AND 

1 

CARDBOARD;  BOOKBINDERS,  ETC 

3C) 

199 

1.  Makers  of  Paper  and  Cardboard : 

1 



Employers  and  Managers  

1 

Eoreinen  and  Overlookers  

N’aimen  and  Machine  Men  : 



Other  Skilled  Workers  i 



_ 

Makers  of  Stationen/  aitd  Cardboard  Boxes, 

Bookbinders  and  Other  Workers  in  Paper:  ... 

35 

199 

Employers  and  Managers  

2 



Eoreinen,  Overlookers,  and  Form  Setters  

1 

4 

Pressers,  Stampers,  Scorers,  and  Punchers  

8 

Envelope  and  Paper  Bag  Makers  



1 

Cardboard  Box  Makers  

4 

140 

Bookbinders  

19 

1 34 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

9 

1 12 

PRINTERS  AND  PHOTOGRAPHERS  

343 

! 100 

Employers  and  Managers  

47 

• 3 

Eoreinen  and  Overlookers  

18 

1 

Compositors — Hand  

58 

Compositors— Machine  Operatives  

52 

— 

Stereotvpers  and  Electrotvpers  

7 

— 

Process  Engravers  

4 

1 

Photographers  

22 

20 

Lithographic  Artists  and  Transferrers  

11 

3 

Letterpress  or  Litho  Printing  Machine  Minders 

and  Setters  

35 

! 11 

Letterpress  or  Litho  Printing  Machine  Assistants  .. 

19 

71 

Printers  (so  returned)  

45 

10 

Machine  Rulers  

5 

i 2 

Textile  Printers  

1 

1 11 

Wall  Paper  Printers  



! — 

Oil  or  Eloor  Cloth  Printers  i 



— 

(iold  and  Silver  Blockers  and  Stampers,  Bronzers  .. 



1 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

19 

20 

1 

BUILDERS,  BRICKLAYERS,  STONE  AND  SLATE 

WORKERS;  CONTRACTORS  

2045 

3 

Employers  and  Managers  

117 

3 

Eoreinen  and  Gangers  

07  i 

— 

Clerks  of  Works  

11 



Builders’  Labourers  

319 



P.ricklavers  

290 

Bricklayers’  Labourers  

58  1 

Plasterers  

1 33  I 

Pla.sterers’  Labourers  

28 

Glaziers  

12 

Slaters  and  Tilers  

53  1 

Masons:  Stone  Cutters,  Dressers,  and  Carvers  

40 



Masons’  I.abourers  

7 



Slate  Workers  and  Slate  Masons  

9 

— 

18 


Local  Imluatries 


OCCUPATION 

Birkenhead  C.  B. 

Males 

Females 

Builders,  Bricklayers,  etc— Continued 

Platelayers  

134 

3G 

Paviors  and  Street  Masons,  Concretors  and 
Aspha  Iters  

_ 

Well,  Mine — Sinkers,  Borers  

3 

1 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

141 

i 

Odier  Workers  (mainly  Navvies)  

582 

j 

PAINTERS  AND  DECORATORS  

874 

13 

Employers  and  Managers  

57 

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

7 

Aerograpliers  and  Paint  Sprayers  

5 

— 

French  Polishers  

53 

3 

Japanners  and  Enamellers  of  Metal  (including 
Stovers)  



1 1 

Paper  Hangers  

6 

' — 

Pottery  Dippers  and  Glazers  

— 

1 

Pottery  Painters  and  Decorators  

— 

— 

Sign  writers  

9 

1 — 

Other  Painters  and  Decorators  

737 

7 

WORKERS  IN  OTHER  MATERIALS  

35 

50 

1.  Workers  in  Rubber:  

7 

! 1 

Employers  and  Managers  

1 

Foremen  and  Overlookers  

1 



Mixers,  Spreaders,  and  Moulders  

— 



Vnlcanizers  , . 

3 



Other  Skilled  Workers  

2 

! 1 

•?.  Workers  in  Bone,  Horn,  Ivory,  Celluloid, 

Vulcanife:  

1 

1 

Fmjdovers  and  Managers  

1 

l-'oremen  and  Overlookers  

— 

— 

Turners  



1 

Other  Skilled  Workers  

— 

3.  Workers  in  Other  Materials:  

27 

48 

Fmployeis  and  Managers  

4 



Foremen  and  Overlookers  

— 



Feather  Dressers  and  Dyers  

— 



Drafteis  and  Brush  Makers  

3 ! 



Other  Skilled  Workers  

20  1 

48 

WORKERS  IN  MIXED  OR  UNDEFINED  MATERIALS 

(NOT  ELSEWHERE  ENUMERATED)  

577 

28 

1.  Mahers  of  Musical  I nsirurnenls  {not  Piano,  etc.,  | 
(ase  Makers):  

17 

Employers  and  Managers  

1 

— 

I-'oremen  and  Overlookers  1 

— 



\ctif>n  Makers,  Idtters,  and  Assemblers  

— 



Piano  3'nners  i 

14 



< Rher  .^killed  Workers  ! 

2 

— 

2.  Makers  of  \'elricles  (not  returned  ns  Metal 
Wort:ers  or  Wood  Worh'ers):  ! 

31 

Fmplnyrns  and  Managers  ! 

2 

— 

I•■•)lenlen  and  Overlookers  

2 

— 

Ib'paircr-  of  Piailwjiy  Wagons  ami  Mine  Trams 
and  d’nhs  

18 

( nhei-  ,<killef|  Wf>rkers  

9 

— 

Ruitflers  of  S7/i//.s-  and  Boats  (not  returned  as 

Metot  Wftrkers  or  Wood  Workers):  } 

403 

— 

F-dnril'sver and  .Managers  i 

19 

— 

Local  Industries 
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OCCl’PATlON 


WORKERS  IN  Mixed  or  Undefined  INIaterial— Uo/iti/iued 

Foienieu  aiul  Overlookets  

Shipwrights  (Material  not  stated)  

Otlier  Skilled  Workers  

4.  Makers  of  Other  Products:  

Fniployers  and  Managers  

Uorenien  and  Overlookers  

Dental  Meehanies  

Other  Surgieal  or  Dental  Instrument  and  Apidiance 

.Makers  

Other  Skilled  Workers  

PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  TRANSPORT  AND 
COMMUNICATION  

1.  Hailiruf/  Transport  ]\'orkcrs:  

Hallway— Officials,  Stationmasters,  Yard  Masters, 

Passenger  and  Goods  .\gents  

Locomotive  Lngine  Drivers  

Moiormen  

Locomotive  Engine  Firemen  

Locomotive  Engine  Cleaners  

Guards  

Signalmen  

Shunters,  Fointsmen,  and  Level  Crossing  Men  

I'ivket  Collectors  and  Examiners  

I'oiiers  iiududing  Lamp  Men)  

Other  Railway  Transport  Workers  

■1.  Hoad  Transport  Workers:  

Omnihiis  and  Tramway  Proprietors,  Managers, 

and  Superintendents  

Livery  Stable  Proprietors  and  Managers  

.Motor  Garage  Proprietors  and  Managers  

Haulage  and  Cartage  Contractors  and  Managers; 

.Master  Carmen  

Ins|»e(  tors  and  Foremen  (not  Horse  I-Mremen)  

Drivers  and  Coachmen  of  Coaclies,  Carriages  and  ^ 

Horse  Omnihuses  

Drivers  of  Lorries,  Wagons,  \'ans,  and  Carts  (Horse)! 

Drivers  of  Self-Propelled  Vehicles — Passenger  

Drivers  of  Self-Propelled  Vehicles — Goods  

rram  Drivers  

\'an  Hoys  and  Van  Guards  

Oiiinihiis  and  Tram  Conductors  

Hoise  Foremen.  Grooms  and  Horse-keepers  

Oih.-r  W<>ikers  | 

3.  Wah-r  TranSjiort  Workers:  j 

Ship  -Owners,  .Managers,  Brokers  and  .\gents  

Harhour.  Doi;k,  Canal — Officials:  Pierniasteis  

Wharfingers  and  Master  Stevedores  

.Navigating  Ollicers  and  Pilots  

Engineering  Officers  ^ 

Petty  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Deck  Hands  , 

Wireless  Operators  Seagoing)  

Firemen.  Trimmers,  Greasets,  ami  Donkeyrnen  

Fhirsers.  Stewards,  and  fiomestic  Staff  

Batgernen  and  Boatmen  

-Marine  a»id  Engineering’  Superintendents  

Haiboiir.  Dock,  and  Steved<^tring  Foremen  

f-...  k K'-epei':  Brirlge.  Stage,  and  Piet  Men  

Stevedores  ..  ) 


Birkenhead  C.  B. 


Males 

Females 

2U 

320 

104 

1 

00 

27 

4 



22 

2 

2 

1 

38 

24 

10891 

327 

1574 

4 

04 

210 

1 _ 

21 



197 



54 

! 

92 



50 



114 

40 

571 

101 

2571 

18 

0 

0 

1 

33 

3 

58 

i 2 

29 

1 

27 

048 

1 

305 

0 

873 

1 

94 

— 

150 

2 

220 

1 

41 

1 

15 

1 

4790 

24 

02 

— 

30 

— 

10 

— 

237 

— 

274 

— 

044 

— 

7 

— 

512 

— 

482 

23 

140 

25 



73 

— 

59 

__ 

22 

— 

20 


Local  Industries 


OCCUPATION 


Persons  Engaged  in  Transport— Co/UmueiZ 

Coal  Loaders  and  Dischargers  

Other  Dock  Labourers  

Other  Workers  

4.  Other  Workers  in  Transport  and  Communication : 

Employers  and  Managers  

Foremen  and  Supervisors  

Aviators  

Postmen  and  Post  Office  Sorters  

Wireless  Operators  (not  Seagoing)  

Other  Telegraph  Operators  

Telephone  Operators  

Lift  Attendants  

Messengers  : 

Porters  (not  Railway,  Dock,  or  Domestic)  

Other  Workers  


Birkenhead  C.  B. 


Males 

[ Females 

23 

2110 

— 

68 

19r)6 

I 281 

11 

13 

21 

i ^ 

172 

1 

2 

; 1 

63 

1 15 

21 

i 118 

14 

8 

1419 

; 116 

233 

1 

COMMERCIAL,  FINANCE,  AND  INSURANCE 
OCCUPATIONS  (EXCLUDING  CLERKS) 

1.  Commercial  Occupations : 

Proprietors  and  INIanagers  of  Retail  Rusinesses 
for  the  sale  of : 

Coal  

Sugar  Confectionery  (Sweets)  

Grocery  and  Provisions  

Milk  and  Dairy  Products  

Meat  

Fish  and  Poultry  

Greengrocery  

Toltacco  

Drugs  and  Druggists’  Sundries  

Ironmongery  

Roots  and  Shoes  

Textiles  and  Other  Clothing  

Paper,  Stationery,  Rooks,  and  Periodicals  

Furniture  

General  and  Mixed  Rusinesses  

Other  Retail  Rusinesses  

Prpjirielors  and  Managers  of  Wholesale  Rusinesses. 
Proprietors  and  Managers  of  Wholesale  and  Retail 

Rusinesses  

Rrokei-s,  Agents,  Factors  (miscellaneous,  not  else- 
where enumerated)  

P>uyeis  

Comrneicial  Tiavellers  

Canvassers  (not  Dock,  Insurance,  or  Railway) 
Salesmen  ancl  Slioj)  Assistants  retailing: 

Coal  

Sugar  Confectionery  (Sweets)  

Rj-ead  and  Floni-  Confectionery 

Grocejy  and  Provisif)ns  

Milk  and  Dairy  Ihodncts  

Meat  

I-'isli  and  Ponl1/y  ’ 

Greengrocery  

'I'oPacr-o 

Drugs  and  Druggists’  Sundries  

f lonniongery  

Rords  and  Shoes 

'Icxfilcs  and  other  Clothing 

I'aper.  Statifjnery,  Rooks,  and  T’eriodicals 


5304 

3766 

4783 

1 3745 

i 

120 

8 

37 

133 

200 

35 

93 

i 34 

170 

1 13 

52 

1 16 

94. 

77 

38 

26 

36 

3 

12 

4 

28 

11 

116 

117 

88 

1 45 

34 

8 

119 

200 

186 

1 141 

261 

I 1^ 

38 

3 

161 

11 

34 

17 

304 

2 

78 

43 

17 

1 

13 

264 

148 

428 

193 

21 

46 

344 

36 

46 

29 

56 

193 

11 

63 

34 

43 

33 

34 

35  ' 

120 

202  ' 

699 

27  ' 

101 

Local  Industries 
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OCCUPATION 


c:oMMERc:iAL,  ETC. , OCCUPATIONS— Co?? timied 

I'uiTiiture  

('■eneial  and  Mixed  lUisiness  

Other  Retail  Rusinesses  

Salesmen  and  Shop  Assistants  in  Wholesale 

Rnsinesses  ^ 

Salesmen  and  Shop  Assistants  in  Wholesale  and 

Retail  Rnsinesses  

Romulsmen  and  Van  Salesmen  

Ulostermongers  and  Hawkers  

Newspaper  Sellers  

Advertising  .Vgents  

Other  Commereial  Occupations  

2.  Persons  eniploijetl  in  Finance  and  Insurance : ... 

c'.ompany  Directors  (so  returned)  

Rankers.  Baiik  Olticials  (Heads  of  Departments, 

Managers,  lns])ec'.ors)  

Stoik  Ihokers  

Stock  .lohbers  

Insurance  C'ifficials  (Heads  of  Departments,  Man- 

ageis,  inspectors)  

Insurance  Agents,  Brokers,  Canvassers  

\uctioneers.  .\i>praisers,  ^'aluers  

.Money  Lenders  and  Pawnbrokers  

Other  Finance  and  Insurance  Occupations  

PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  PUBLIC  ADMINISTRA- 
TION AND  DEFENCE  (EXCLUDING  PRO- 
FESSIONAL MEN,  CLERICAL  STAFF,  AND 
TYPISTS)  

1.  PaJdif  Idininistration : 

Civil  Service  Administrative,  Executive,  and 

Higher  C.lerical  Officers  

Other  Civil  Service  Officials  (excluding  Clerical 

Staff  

Local  .Authority  Administrative  and  Executive 

Officers  

Other  Local  .\uthoritv  Officials  (excluding  Clerical 

Staff  r 

Police  including  Dock  and  Railway  Police); 

Child  Constables,  Inspectors,  Superintendents.. 
Other  

2.  Pefenrr:  

Naval  and  .Marine — Ciommissioned  Officers  (Effective) 

Navy  and  .Marines— Other  Ratings  

Army— Commissioned  Officers  (Effective)  

.\iiny— Other  Ranks  

Royal  .\ir  I'mi-e  Commissioned  Officers  (Effective).. 
Royal  .\ir  Lon  e— Cjthei'  Ranks  

PROFESSIONAL  OCCUPATIONS  (EXCLUDING 
CLERICAL  STAFF)  

Cleigymen  Anglican  Cliiii  i h ■ 

Rotiian  Catholic  Piier'ts:  .Monks.  Nuns  

Ministers  of  rither  Religious  Bodies  

Itinerant  Iheai'-hers,  Smiptme  Readers,  Mission 

Workers  

Chiirrh.  Chafiel.  Cemetery— Offi'^ials  


Birkenhead  C.  B. 


Males 

Females 

GO 

28 

79 

1G7 

141 

4G0 

270 

53 

21 

4 

253 

1 

184 

49 

70 

1 

22 

— 

110 

55 

521 

21 

2 

— 

68 

26 

— 

102 

2 

220 

12 

GG 

3 

24 

4 

13 

473 

23 

424 

23 

54 

6 

34 

4 

50 

5 

14 

G 

11 

— 

2G1  1 

2 

49  , 

— 

G : 

— 

11  1 

— 

3 

— 

24 



1 

11.54 

1472 

41 

— 

23 

57 

40 

5 

15 

15 

i 

2 
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OCCUPATION 


Birkenhead  C.  B. 


Professional  OcojVkiiom— Continued 


Males  I Females 


Judges,  Stipendiary  INlagistrales,  Barristers  

Solicitors  

Pliysiciaiis,  Surgeons,  Registered  Medical  Practi- 
tioners   

Dental  Practitioners  

Veterinary  Surgeons  and  Practitioners  

Midwives  

Sick  Nurses  

Mental  Attendants  

Subordinate  Medical  Service  •. 

Teachers  (not  Music  Teachers)  

Teachers  of  Music  

Professional  Engineers: 

Civil  Engineering  and  Surveying  

Mechanical  and  Electrical  Engineering  

Mining  Engineering  

Architects  

Ship  Designers,  Ship  Surveyors,  Naval  Architects  .. 

Chartered,  Incorporated,  etc..  Accountants  

Analytical  and  Research  Chemists;  Assayers, 

Metallurgists  

Laboratory  Attendants  

Articled  Pupils,  and  Students  in  Works,  Offices, 

Studios,  etc 

Other  Persons  engaged  in  Scientific  Pursuits  

Authors,  Editors,  Journalists,  Publicists  

Librarians  (not  Booksellers)  

Political  Association  Officials  

Industrial  and  Trade  Association-  Officials  

Social  Welfare  Workers  

Fhi inters.  Sculptors,  Engravers  (Artists)  

Otlier  Professional  Occupations  

PERSONS  PROFESSIONALLY  ENGAGED  IN 
ENTERTAINMENTS  AND  SPORT  

Managers,  Lessees  of  Theatres,  Picture  Theatres, 

Conceit  Halls,  etc 

Tlieatrical,  Film  Hiring,  and  Variety  Agents  

Film  Producers,  Film  Studio  Managers  

Showmen;  Fair  and  Roundabout  Proprietors  and 

Managers  

Projuietors  and  Managers  of  other  Entertainments 

and  Sports  

Actois  , 

Musicians  

Stage  Hands,  Cinema  and  Limelight  Operators  

Race  Horse  Trainers;  Jockey  and  Stable  Lads  

Rookrmikers  

fither  Occup.'itions  


6 

G4 


89 

45 

10 

4 

8 

75 

241 

24 

77 

22 

3 

38 

18 

70 

52 

9 

47 

7 

35 

9 

G 

23 

23 

15 

2 


310 


17 


8 

20 

88 

35 

3 

37 

102 


8 

1 

1 

45 

434 

5 

G4 

G72 

92 

1 


1 

1 

1 

6 

8 

1 

H 

19 

1 

13 

7 

1 


51 


3 


14 

14 


3 

15 


PERSONS  ENGAGED  IN  PERSONAL  SERVICE 
(INCLUDING  INSTITUTIONS,  CLUBS, 
HOTELS,  ETC.)  

Domestic  .Scrv.ants  (Indoor)  

Dame  Keepers  and  Came  Watchers  

P.estaurant  Keepers  

I.odging  ami  lioarding  House  Keei»ers  

.Mations  'not  Hosf)ifal),  ;md  Stewards  in  Schools 

and  Other  Institutions  

Inn.  Ilntf-l-Keej.ers;  Publicans,  Reersellers  

Barmen  


1311 

G7 

2 

8.5 

14 


190 

127 


7920 

5479 

■ 87 
155 

27 

42 

119 


Local  Indudries 
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OCCUPATION 

1 Birkenhead  C.  B, 

Male.s 

Females 

Persons  Engaged  in  Personal  ^vawk.e— Continued 

Waiters  

i 15 

290 

HesUiuraiit  and  Uetreslnnent  Hnoiu  Counter  Hands... 

9 

76 

Wasliers-up  and  Plate  Cleaners  

2 

2 

Hall  and  Hotel  Porters;  DoorkeeiJers  and  Carriage 
Attendants  

.50 



Laundry  Workers;  Waslu'rs,  Ironers,  Mangiers; 
Dry  Cleaners  

81 

555 

Managers,  Attendants  of  Paths  and  Wash-houses  ... 

10 

6 

Parhers,  Hair  Dressers,  Manienrists,  Chiropodists  ... 

214 

229 

Caretakers  aud  Ot'lice  Keepers  

74 

69 

Charwouien.  Office  Cleaners  ' 

20 

601 

Carpet  Peaters,  Vacuum  Cleaners,  Window  Cleaners 

203 

1 

Chimney  Sweeps  

15 

— 

Piulertakers  

12 

1 

Others  in  Personal  Seryice  

114 

181 

CLERKS  AND  DRAUGHTSMEN;  TYPISTS  

3.524 

2278 

Secretaries  and  Registrars  of  Companies,  Institu- 
tions, and  Charities  

38 

4 

Heads  or  Managers  of  Commercial  Office  Depart- 
ments   , . 

132 

10 

Draughtsmen  .*... 

134 

37 

Costing  and  Estimating  Clerks  

110 

14 

Typists  t 

8 

1040 

Other  Clerks  

3102 

1173 

WAREHOUSEMEN,  STOREKEEPERS,  AND 

PACKERS  

G24 

588 

Warehousemen  

194 

() 

Storekeepers  

170 

12 

Wareliouse  and  Storekeepers’  Assistants  (so 
returned— not  Lace  Warehouse  Hands)  

143 

41 

Packers : 

Hookers,  Lappers,  Makers-up,  and  Plaiters  ... 



2 

China  and  (ilass  Packers  

2 

2 

Furniture  Packers  [ 

8 

— 

Other  Packers,  Wrappers,  Labellers,  Ticketers... 

107 

525 

STATIONARY  ENGINE  DRIVERS,  DYNAMO  AND 
MOTOR  ATTENDANTS  

612  ! 

1 

Stationary  Engine  and  Crane  Drivers: 

Lnderground  in  Mines  

1 i 

.. 

Other  

317 



P'lih  r Fiiemen  and  .Stokers  

137 

— 

Poilet  .'dealers  

83 

— 

‘las  Producer  Men  

2 

__ 

Dynamo.  Motor,  and  Switchboard  Attendants: 

I iiderground  in  Mines  



tuber  

34 

1 

« tiler.--  and  tireasers  of  Engines  and  Macliinery: 

Fndergroiind  in  Mines  

others  

38 

— 

OTHER  AND  UNDEFINED  WORKERS  

8067 

920 

Employeis  and  Managers  

11 

— 

I-oreinen  and  Oyerlookers  

97 

4 

Time  Keepeis  

66 

2 

Watr-bnien  

192 



Fir*  Prigarle  Officers  and  Men  

44 

Stingers  and  Riggers  

53 

— 

24 
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OCCUPATION 

Biikenheiul  C.  B. 

Males 

Females 

Other  Workers— Co/iii/iwed 

Sand  Blasters  

— 



Skilled  Labourers  (Occupations  not  determinable)  ... 

4 

— 

Hag,  Bone,  Bottle,  etc.,  Sorters  

Oeneral  Labourers  (so  described)  

2 

8 

5007 

28 

Labourers  (so  described)  

720 

7 

Other  Lnskilled  Workers  (Class  of  Work  Specified)... 

2148 

7G7 

Out  of  Work  (Usual  Occupation  not  Specified)  

153 

101 

Officials  (not  Clerks)  of  Foreign  Governments  

1 

— 

All  Other  Occupations  

1G9 

3 

RETIRED  OR  NOT  GAINFULLY  OCCUPIED  

44G1 

39548 

Students  in  Educational  Institutions,  etc 

1244 

996 

Persons  following  an  Occupation  outside  the 
United  Kingdom: 

In  the  Irish  Free  State  

2 

— 

Elsewhere  

22 

1 

Retiied  from  Previous  Gainful  Occupation  

2324 

402 

Other  Persons  (no  Gainful  Occupation  stated)  

8G9 

1 

38149 

y 

25 


Water  f^icpply,  food,  and  drmjs 

WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD,  AND  DRUGS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  periiiaiieiit  staff  engaged  on  meat 
inspeetion  eonsisted,  in  addition  to  the  Veterinary  Otficer  (Mr.  Harold 
Jlnrrow),  of  one  meat  inspector,  three  assistant  inspectors,  and  two 
detention  officers.  In  adclition  there  were  employed  two  temporary 
assistant  inspectors  ; one  temporary  detention  otficer,  and  one  junior 
clerk. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Alfred  Longstaff,  was  respon- 
sible throughout  the  year  for  the  taking  of  all  samples  of  milk  and  other 
food  stuffs,  and  of  drugs,  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 
A special  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  also  devotes  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  to  this  work. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  sam))les  has  been  carried  out,  under  a 
temporaiw  aiTangement,  by  IMr.  W.  tl.  Eoberts,  m.sc.,  f.i.c..  City 
Analyst,  Liverpool. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  has  been  dealt  with 
in  the  ^Municipal  Laboratory. 

WATEE  SUPPLY 

W illi  the  exception  of  Prenton  and  Upton  Wards,  all  the  Borough 
is  supplied  with  water  from  the  C'orporation  Waterworks  at  Alwen.  The 
supply  for  Prenton  and  Upton  Wards  comes  from  the  West  Cheshire 
Water  Board. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  Birkenhead  from  the  Alwen  supply 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1934,  was  1,319,887,000 
gallons. 

Bacteriological  examinations. — The  bacteriological  examination  of 
the  Alwen  water  supply  is -carried  out  in  the  laboratory  in  the  Depart- 
ment . 

During  the  past  year,  bacteriological  examinations  have  been 
made  in  connection  with: — 

42  samples  of  tap  water  in  Birkenhead. 

12  samples  of  water  from  the  Alwen  Eeservoir,  before 
filtration. 

24  sani])les  of  water  at  Alwen,  after  passing  through  the 
filtration  apparatus. 

The  latter  tests  provide  a very  useful  and  sensitive  check  on  the 
efficacy  of  the  filtration  process. 

IMILK  SUPPLY 

Dairy  Farms. — IMilk  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  (.'hiefly  from  farms 
in  Cheshire.  Shropshire,  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire. 

(a)  Farms,  etc.,  outside  the  Borouqh. — During  the  year  250 
sam})les  of  milk  supplied  from  outside  farms  were  taken  in  the 
Borouuh  Ijy  the  Veterinary  Officer.  Of  these  23  (9.2  per  cent.)  were 
found  tr)  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  In  connection  with  these  infected 
'.ainpb  <.  20  visit,-  were  ]aud  by  the  Veterinary  Officer,  under  the 

provisimis  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act.  1915,  to  milk 
pr*Mlu'a*i-<  farms 'Jilt side  the  Borough  in  connection  with  milk  samples 
whirli  pioved.  uprjn  examination  at  the  Munici[nd  Laboratory,  to  be 
tuberciikais.  1 he-e  visits  were  made  in  company  with  the  ('ounty 
\ etorinarv  Insper-tors  of  tbe  districts  cmicerned,  and  1,257  cows  were 
examined.  Samples  from  all  cows  susjjected  U>  be  affected  with  tuber- 
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culosis  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  County  Authorities.  On 
the  farms  inspected  13  cows  were  found  to  be  giving  tuberculous  milk 
and  2 other  cows  Were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The 
15  cows  were  slaughtered. 

(b)  Farms,  etc-,  within  the  Borough.  Fi  the  end  of  tlie  year  there 
were  29  farms  within  the  Borough  with  a population  of  500'  dairy  cows. 

During  the  3'ear,  under  the  provisions  of  Part  IV.  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order,  1920  (an  Order  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health) , 
quarterly  examinations  were  made  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  all 
dairy  cows  within  the  Borough.  134  visits  were  paid  to  the  29  farms 
in  the  Borough,  and  2,393  inspections  of  cows  were  made.  26  samples 
of  milk  from  cases  showing  induration  of  the  udder  were  taken  and 
examined  microscopically  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  In  4 
cases  the  result  was  positive  and  the  affected  cows  were  immediately 
slaughtered.  The  remaining  22  sanqjles,  which  were  negative  on 
microscopical  examination,  were  subjected  to  biological  tests  in  the 
^Municipal  Laboratory.  The  results  proved  negative  in  all  cases.  15 
cows  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  affections  detrimental  to  the 
milk  supply,  and  the  use  of  their  milk  for  human  consumption  was 
prohibited. 

Milkshops  and  the  retail  sale  of  milk. — There  are  150  registered 
milkshops  in  Birkenhead.  In  addition,  the  following  are  registered  for 
retailing  milk  within  the  Borough — 88  farmers  resident  outside  Birken- 
head, 9 “ purveyors  ” of  milk,  and  the  owners  of  the  29  cowsheds 
within  the  Borough  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Applications  for  registration. — ^During  the  year  applications  for 
registration — Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922 — have  been 
received  from  8 persons  desiring  to  retail  milk  within  the  Borough. 
7 of  these  have  l3een  placed  on  the  register.  In  the  remaining  case 
the  applicant  w^as  persuaded  to  abandon  the  application,  the 
premises  being  unsuitable. 

Sale  of  “ Graded  ” milk.” — ^Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions) Order,  1923,  the  following  licences  were  granted: — 

9 licences  to  persons  other  than  producers  to  retail  certified  milk 
within  the  Borough. 

3 licences  to  bottle  and  sell  Grade  A (Tuherciilin  Tested)  milk. 

6 licences  to  sell  Grade  A f T'td)erculin  Tested)  milk. 

1 snp])lenientary  licence  to  sell  Grade  A {T .T .)  milk. 

7 licences  to  bottle  and  sell  Grade  A milk. 

10  licences  to  sell  Grade  A milk. 

2 supplementary  licences  to  sell  Grade  A milk. 

1 licence  to  produce  Grade  A milk. 

1 licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

In  connection  with  the  licence  granted  to  the  producer  of  Grade  A 
milk  within  the  Borough,  the  Veterinary  Officer  visited  the  premises 
qiiarfcrly  during  tlu*  ycaar,  290  d.airy  cows  being  examined.  Of  these,  11 
were  h^unrl  h>  be  .affected  with  conditions  reepriring  their  exclusion 
from  Uie  herd,  and  were,  removed  immediately. 

The  chemical  and  physical  examination  of  milk. — During  the 
yejir  26t)  .-samples  of  milk  were  t.akoji  for  chemical  analysis. 
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The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk. — 142  samples  of  milk 
were  examined  in  the  j\limicii)al  Laboratory  during  the  year.  120  of 
these  samples  were  satisfactory  and  10  were  not  satisfactory. 

Suitable  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  niisatisfactory 
samples. 

OTHER  FOODS  : DRUGS 

Abattoirs  in  Birkenhead. — 4 here  are  twO'  public  abattoirs  in  the 
borough : — 

(al  the  abattoir  within  the  Woodside  Lairages  ; and 
(b)  the  Uorporation  abattoir  at  Tranmere. 

Meat  inspection  at  Lairages  and  Abattoir — The  Veterinary 
OtTic*er  reports  that  during  the  year  there  were  killed  within  the 
Uorough  10,101  oxen,  1,412  calves,  07,120  sheep,  0,177  pigs;  a total 
of  120.840;  as  set  out  in  Table  F 1. 

TABLE  F 1 


Animals  killed  in  Birkenhead  during  1934 


Oxen 

Calve.s 

Sheep 

j 

Total 

At  Woodside  Lairages  — 

Irish  

27506 

— 

49515 

736 

77757 

Canadian 

178^'3 

— 

— 

— 

17803 

Manx  

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

At  Wallasey  Stage  and 

Nos.  4 and  5 Sheds — 

Irish  ...  ... 

82 

— 

740 

184 

1006 

Canadian 

23 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Manx  

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

At  Tranmere  Abattoir — 

Irish  i 

— 

— 

2998 

— 

2998 

Canadian ! 

143 

— 

— 

— 

143 

Home-fed 

562 

1412 

13864 

5256 

21094 

Totals 

46131 

1412 

67120 

6177 

120840 

All  animals  killed  at  Tranmere  Abattoir,  at  Wallasey  Stage, 
and  Nos.  4 and  5 Sheds,  Wallasey,  and  a considerable  proportion  of 
the  animals  killed  at  Woodside  Lairages,  were  examined  by  the 
meat  inspection  staff. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  meat,  etc.,  condemned  by  the 
meat  inspection  staff  at  the  lairages  and  abattoir  during  the  year  and 
surrendered  by  the  owners  for  destruction.  In  no  case  was  a formal 
seizure  necessary: — 

The  total  numl)er  of  carcases  seized  was  268,  weighing  103,390  lbs. 

119  of  these  were  seized  on  account  of  tuberculosis;  their  aggre- 
gate weight  being  03,400  lbs.  The  remainder  was  seized  on  account 
of  transit  injuries,  dropsy,  sepsis,  etc. 

The  number  of  parts  of  carcases  seized  was  998  weighing 
39,947  lbs. 

Of  these  751  were  seized  on  account  of  tuberculosis;  their  aggre 
gate  weight  being  31,603  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  offal  seized  was  247,380  lbs. 
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Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  at  shops. — During  the  year 
J.276  visits  have  been  paid  b}'  the  Inspectors  to  premises  in  the 
Doroiigh.  The  total  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned  at  the  shops  was 
4,00*2  lbs. 

Export  of  animal  products. — During  the  year  certificates  were 
issued  for  the  export  of  the  following: — 

to  — o casks  of  beef  casings; 

to  Spain — 45*2  tierces  of  tallow; 
to  France — 6 tierces  of  beef  casings; 
to  Poland — fo  barrels  of  tallow. 

Sale  of  Food  Order,  1921,  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926,  and 

Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928 Attention 

was  given  to  these  Acts  and  Orders  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  sale 
of  foodstuffs. 

Prosecutions. — During  the  year  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  following: — 

Two  butchers  for  failing  to  mark  imported  meat  in  a proper 
manner.  A fine  of  £5  was  imposed  on  each. 

An  employee  of  a blood-products  firm,  for  slaughtering  a 
sheep  when  not  in  possession  of  a Slaughterman’s  Licence. 
A fine  of  10s.  was  imposed  on  him. 

A fishmonger  for  exposing  unsound  fish  for  sale.  A fine 
of  £10  was  imposed  on  him. 

Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts During  the  year 

ol^-  samples  were  taken.  Of  these  2fi3  were  formal  and  250  informal. 
260  were  samples  of  milk. 
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The  articles  sanipletl  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 

TA1U.E  F 2 

Sain})les  taken  during  1934 


Article 


Milk 

Skimmed  milk  

Cream  and  tinned  cream 

Whipped  cream  

1)11 1 ter  

Marirnrine  

Lard 

Cliees  e and  wrapped 

cheese  

(Condensed  milk 

Fhmr  

Tea  

CotlVe  

Cocoa  

Sugar  

Confectioner}' 

Jam  

.Jelly  i! 

Honey 

Lemon  cheese  

Dried  frnit  

Tinned  frnit  

Egg  suhstitnte  powder  ... 

Fish  paste  

Meat  })aste  

Crystallised  frnit  

Custard  powder  

Pep^>er  

Mustard  

Vinegar  

Pickles  and  sauces 

Beef  suet  


No. 

.sample.^ 

taken 

fonnally 

No. 

sami)los 

taken 

informally 

.Vrticle 

No. 

.saini)les 
taken 
fonnally  i 

258 

Meat  }>ie.  

2 

Pork  i>ic  

8 

Sausages  

1 

1 

Stuflnig  

20 

Tinned  and  potted  lish 

13 

Mincemeat  

11 

Preservatives  

P)aking  powder  

12 

Barley  

18 

Curry  powder 

ti 

Forcemeat  

3 

Ground  ginger 

6 

Jelly  crystals  

2 

Gi’ound  cinnamon  

t) 

Bice  and  sago 

1 

5 

Pearl  barley  

1 

11 

Olive  oil  

2 

Aspirin  tablets  

7 

Cream  of  tartar  

3 

Glycerine 

6 

Vaseline  

i . . 

10 

Boracic  ointntent 

,i 

2 

Glauber  salts  

7 

Epsom  salts 

1 J 

1 

Camphorated  oil 

Cascara  

1 

Castor  oil 

8 

Tincture  of  iodine 

2 

lodi.sed  throat  tablets 

3 

Saffron 

7 

1 

Suh)hur  tablets  

No. 

.saniples 

taken 


1 

2 

13 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 


Samples  analysed  formally  .. 
Samples  analysed  informally 


263 

250 


Total  samples  analysed  during  the  year...  513 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed 
10  samples  of  milk 

2 samples  of  fresh  cream  cakes 

3 samples  of  saustiges 

1 samjjle  of  ground  cinnamon 
3 sam]/les  of  jam 
1 samjde  of  tinned  frnit 

were  reported  adulterated,  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of: — 
1 >.in.)  1«  - of  milk  and  1 sanijih*  of  fresh  cream  cakes. 

With  reference,  to  the  remaining  samples  reported  adulterated  it 
was  decided,  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  that  it  was 
inadvi.^able  to  institute  proceedings. 

Particulars  of  the  defects  found  in  those  samples  with  regard  to 
v\hich  proceedings  were  taken,  and  the  result  of  the  proceedings,  are 
set  out  in  Table  F 3. 
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TABLE  F 3 


Samples  with  reference  to  which  proceedings  were  taken 
Nature  of  adulteration  and  result  of  proceedings 


Date 

Art  icle 

No. 

of 

sample 

Ailiilteration 

Fine  inflicted 

Feb.  *2o 

Milk  

17 

20%  detieieiit  in  fat  

£1  & £1/1/0  costs. 

£5  & £1  /]  /O  costs. 

£1/1/0  & £1/11/6 
costs 

£1  and  10/6  costs. 

£1/1/0  costs. 

^lar.  16 

Milk  

57 

16%  delicieiit  iu  fat  

April  6 

A]»ril  13 

May  4 

Milk  

96 

8%  deficient  in  fat  

Milk  

104 

6%  deficient  in  fat  

Fresh  cream 
saiidwicli.. . 

119 

Devoid  of  fresh  cream  

TuhercidoHs 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

ADMIN  ISTEATIVE  AKKANGEMENTS 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  for 
dealing  with  tuberculosis  in  the  area  include: — 

{a)  The  provision  of  a dispensaiy  or  clinic,  opened  in  1913. 
(This  clinic  is  used  on  one  half-day  each  week  in  connection  with  cases 
from  the  area  of  the  administrative  ('ounty  of  Chester.) 

(b)  The  provision  of  garden  shelters  for  suitable  cases  at  a small 

rent. 

(c)  The  retention  sin(*e  August,  1914,  of  twelve  beds  at  Leasowe 
Hospital  for  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  in  children. 

(d)  A joint  arrangement  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
the  Councils  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Wallasey,  Chester,  Stockport 
and  Stoke-on-Trent,  for  the  provision  of  a sanatorium  at  Burntwood. 

(^)  The  provision  of  a residential  institution  at  Thingwalk 
Birkenhead. 

(/)  The  treatment  of  tuberculous  out-patients  by  artificial 
pneumothorax  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital. 

(ff)  The  visitation  of  tuberculous  in-patients  at  the  Birkenhead 
iMunici])al  Hospital  by  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

(/i)  The  ]u-ovision  of  beds  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital 
for  intermediate,  advanced,  and  observation  cases  of  tuberculosis.  (This 
provision  is  not  made  as  an  integral  paid  of  the  Councirs  tuberculosis 
Scheme.) 

The  Corkhill  Fund.— -Under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill.  of  Birkenhead,  a sum  of  money  was  provided  for  the  assis- 
tance of  persons  sufferinof  from  consumption.  By  arrangement  with 
the  frustees,  persons  applying  for  help  from  the  charity  are  examined 
at  the  municipal  clinic,  where  appropriate  treatment  is  decided  upon. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  MORTALITY  FROM,  TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications. — The  total  number  of  primary  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  durin.c:  1934  was  292 — 153  res])iratory  and  109  non-respiratory. 
An  analysis  of  tliese  cases  with  reference  to  age  and  sex  will  be  found 
in  Table  T 1 (page  37) 

Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to 
tuberculosis,  of  patients  who  had  previously  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  the  disease  was  122 — 100  resy)iratory  and  22  non-respiratory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  of 
patients  who  had  7ioi  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis was  14 — 8 res))iratorv  and  0 non-respiratory. 

Adding  these  together,  the  total  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due 
to  tuberculosis  was  as  follows: — 


Respiratory  108 

Non-respiratory  28 
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An  analysis  of  the  tuberculosis  mortalit.v  for  the  past  ten  years 
will  be  found  in  Table  T 2 ('page  37 j 

An  analysis  of  the  tuberculosis  mortality  during  1934  witli 
reference  to  acre  and  ^ex  will  be  found  in  Table  T 3 (page  38) 


Tnherciilosis 


Number  of  known  cases. — After  making  deductions  for  patients 
who  had  died  during  the  year,  or  who  had  perinanenfly  left  the  district, 
or  whose  names  have  been  taken  off  the  register  as  provisionally  cured, 
the  total  number  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Birkenhead  at  flie 
end  of  1934  was  as  follows: — 


! Adults 

Children 
[under  15  years 
of  age) 

Total 

Respiratory  

..Male  ..  ..._ 

352 

48 

400 

Female  ...’ 

317 

50 

367 

Xon-respiratory 

IMale  

50 

219 

269 

Female  ... 

76 

208 

284 

Total .. 

..Male  

402 

267 

669 

Female  ... 

393 

258 

651 

Total 

795 

525 

1320 

CASES  DEALT  WITH  THEOUGH  THE  TUBEECULOSIS 

CLINIC 

Attendances  of  patients  at  the  clinic. — During  the  year  2,316 
examinations  were  made.  Of  these  776  were  first  examinations  {i.e., 
examinations  of  patients  who  had  not  been  seen  previously  at  the 
clinic).*  In  addition  to  attendances  made  for  the  purpose  of  medical 
examination,  1,117  other  attendances  were  made  by  i^atients  for  weigh- 
ing, interview,  advice  or  certification,  and  by  patients’  relatives  in 
connection  with  questions  arising  as  to  treatment,  removal,  home 
conditions,  etc. 

* This  number  includes  contacts. 

Examination  of  patients  who  were  notified  for  the  first  time  during 
1934. — Of  the  262  new  patients  notified  in  1934,  148  were  examined  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year.  The  remaining  114  were  not  referred  to 
did  not  attend  ;it,  or  had  been  previously  examined  at,  the  clinic. 


Classification  of  new  cases. — The  536  new  patients  who  attended 
during  the  year  were  classified  as  follows: — 


*Adults 

Children 

Total 

Cla-ssed  as  sulfeiiii;'  fiom  respiratory  tuhereulosis  j 

59 

46 

1 

5 

60 

51 

Cla.ssefl  as  snfrcriiig  fi’om  other  forms  of  tuher-  t Male 

10 

25 

35 

eulosis  ) Femah' 

15 

21 

36 

C’lassefl  as  iion-tiiheicuhms  | 

83 

82 

165 

112 

62 

174 

t Male. 



3 

4 

7 

3 

5 

8 

, t Male  

1 55 

112 

267 

()  al...  p , 

i female  

176 

93 

269 

Total 

331 

205 

536 

• All  pati^^ntH  of  fifteen  ypars  and  upwards  are  classed  as  adults. 
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.Examination  of  contacts. — 240  persons  who  had  been  in  close 
contact  with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  exaniined  either  at  the 
clinic  or  at  their  homes,  and  were  classified  as  follows: — 


’•'Adults 

ChiUlren 

'J’otal 

Classed  as  sntlering  from  ros[>iratory  tubereulosis  | ’ 

2 

1 - 

— 

2 

1 

Classed  as  sutferiiig  from  otlier  forms  of  tuberculosis  | 

— 

2 

2 

Classed  as  iioii-tuberculous | ^ 

28 

r.i 

74 

78 

102 

129 

Clusod.is  - suspect’- linhle" 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

i FcuuUc 

31 

77 

108 

52 

80 

132 

Total 

83 

157 

240 

* All  patients  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  are  classed  as  adults. 


HOME  VISITING;  DISINFECTION;  COMPULSOKY 
TREATMENT ; ETC 

During  the  year  the  health  nurses  paid  325  first  visits  and  3,413 
re-visits  to  the  homes  of  patients. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  or  removal  of 
patients  was  101. 

Spitting  flasks  are  provided  free  of  charge  to  patients. 

The  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  tor  a period  not  exceeding 
3 months  of  a person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  an 
infectious  state  and  whose  condition  is  a danger  to  other  members  of 
the  house  is  provided  for  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sec.  62). 

The  power  to  prevent  a person  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
»*espiratory  tract  from  entering  upon  any  employment  or  occupation 
in  connection  with  a dairy  which  would  involve  the  milking  of  cows, 
the  treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling  of  vessels  used  for  containing 
milk,  is  given  to  a Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Ft  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  make  use  of  the 
above  powers  in  Birkenhead. 

THINGWALL  SANATORIUM 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were 
.■»7  ]>atiejits  in  the  Sanatorium.  There  were  64  admissions  during  the. 


year.  These  were  classified  as  follows: — 

Tul>err-ulosis  of  bones  and  joints  4 

abdominal  glands  or  peritoneum  18 

cervical  and  other  glands  21 

lungs  (non-infections  case)  1 

other  organs  1 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  19 
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61  were  discharged  or  transferred  to  other  institutions ; 

no  deaths  occurred.  The  condition  on  discharge  may  be  summarised 


as  follows: — 

Disease  quiescent  30 

Improved  11 

No  material  improvement  3 

Found  after  observation  not  to  be  suffering  from 

tuberculosis  17 


There  were  40  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Average  duration  of  stay.  For  the  patients  discharged  during  the 

year  the  average  length  of  stay  in  the  sanatorium  was  34  weeks. 

Treatment. — Cod  liver  oil  has  now  been  displaced  by  one  of  the 
vitamin  and  D preparations  with  equally  good  results.  The  adminis- 
tration of  drugs  is  kept  to  a minimum. 


CHESHIKE  JOINT  SANATOEIUM 

The  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  was  opened  on  the  6th  November, 
1923,  for  50%  of  the  approved  bed  accommodation. 

The  approved  accommodation  for  Birkenhead  cases  (32  beds) 
is  now  available. 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  27  Birkenhead 
patients  were  under  treatment.  During  the  year  54  Birkenhead 
patients  were  admitted,  49  were  discharged,  and  1 died ; 31  patients 
remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Men 

Women 

Children 
(under  15) 

Total 

In  Sanatorium  January  1,  1934  

14 

9 

4 

27 

Admitted  during'’  year  

34 

18 

2 

54 

Discharged  orleft  Sanatorium  during  year 

32 

12 

5 

49 

Died  in  Sanatorium  

1 

1 

In  Sanatorium  Decend)er  .31,  1934  

15 

15 

1 

31 

Tuhernhlosii< 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification,  length  of  stay,  and 
result  of  treatment  of  the  cases  discharged  during  the  year: — 


Classification 
prior  to  entering 
Sanatorium  * 

Couditiou 

nuK.vrioN  OF  St.vy  in 

S.VN’.VTORIUM 

Totals 

oil  di.scliarge  from 
Sanatorium 

Under  3 
mouths 

1 to  0 

mouths 

()  to  12 
mouths 

Over 

1 year 

Group 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

IM 

F 

M 

F 

Quie.soeiit  ... 

T.  B. 

Improved  ... 

Xo  matei’ial 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

4 

— 

1 

6 

7 

minus 

improvement 

Died  

Quiescent  ... 

T.B. 

]>lus 

Im]iroved  .... 

Xo  material 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Group  I. 

improvement 

— 

Died  

(Quiescent  .... 

T.  1’.. 

])lus 

Improved  .. 

Xo  material 

2 

1 

8 

— 

9 

4 

1 

1 

20 

6 

Group  II. 

improvement 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Died  

1 

1 

— 

Quiescent  .. 

— 

— 

T.B. 

]ilus 

Imjiroved  ... 

Xo  material 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Group  III. 

improvement 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Died 

•Explanation  of  group  nomenclature:  Patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  divided 
into  groups  which  may  briefly  be  defined  as  follows: — 

T.B.  minus  = cases  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  have  never  been  demonstrated  in  the  sputum,  etc. 

T.B.  plus.  Group  I = cases  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  have  at  any  time  been  demonstrated 
with  slight  constitutional  disturbance  and  where  the  physical  signs  are  of  very  limi'.ed 
extent.  ^ 

T.B.  plus.  Group  11  = all  cases  which  are  neither  slight  nor  advanced  and  which  cannot  be 
placed  in  Group  I.  or  III. 

T.B.  plus,  Group  111  = cases  with  profound  systemic  disturbance  or  constitutional  deteriora- 
tion. marked  impairment  of  function,  either  local  or  general,  nd  with  little  or  no 
prospect  of  recovery. 

It  should  be  noted  that  a patient  originally  in  Group  T.B.  minus  mu.st  be  transferred  to  Group 
T.B.  plus  at  any  stage  in  the  course  of  treatment  if  and  when  tubercle  bacilli  are  found, 
while  on  the  other  hand  a patient  who  is  once  placed  in  Group  T.B.  plus  can  never  be 
transferred  to  Group  T.B.  minus. 

.\  full  explanation  of  the  Groups  will  be  found  in  Memorandum  37  T issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  September,  1925. 

NOTE.— One  male  adult  was  admitted  foi-  ohseivation  and  discharged  as  non-tuberculous 

.ifter  two  months’  treatment  in  Sanatorium. 


LEASOWE  HOSPITAL 

Tlie  twelve  beds  reserved  by  the  Corporation  at  Leasowe  Hospital 
for  r-ases  of  surr/ical  tuhfrculosis  among  Lirkenliead  residents  have 
been  in  occupation  throughout  the  year. 

There  were  Ki  ca.ses  in  hosjiital  at  the  lieginning  of  the  year;  7 
new  eases  h.ave  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and  5 have  been 
diseliar^ed  or  died  : leaving  12  patient.s  in  ho.spital  at  the  end  of 
Heeeriiber. 
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The  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  17  patients  under  treatment 


during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Tuberculosis  of  spine  3 

,,  hip  7 

,,  knee  2 

, , ankle  1 

,,  hand  2 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  2 


17 


Tlie  5 cases  discharged  or  died  were  as  follows: — 


Tuberculosis  of  hip  1 quiescent 

,,  spine  1 quiescent 

,,  spine  1 improved 

,,  ankle  1 improved 

Found  after  observation  not  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  1 


5 


BIEKENHEiAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

Dr.  Foster,  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer,  has  acted  as  Consultant 
Physician  (Tuberculosis)  to  the  Municipal  Hospital  throughout  the 
year.  He  visits  the  hospital  regularly,  sees  patients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  and  advises  treatment,  etc. 

Details  of  the  methods  of  treatment  used  were  given  in  my  last 
annual  report. 

A new  Continuation  Clinic  at  the  hospital  was  opened  during  the 
year,  and  accommodation  is  provided  for  persons  requiring  artificial 
pneumothorax  treatment. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment — During  1934,  630  refills  were 
given  by  Dr.  Foster,  including  7 primary  inductions.  This  represents 
an  increase  of  74  refills  over  those  given  during  1933,  and  3 less 
primary  inductions.  There  were  800  screenings  performed  during  the 
year. 

X-ray  examinations. — During  the  year  264  patients  were  sent  from 
1he  Tuberculosis  Clinic  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  Municipal 
Hosjdtal,  an  increase  of  97  over  the  number  X-rayed  during  1933. 


Tuberculosis 
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TABLE  T 1 

New  cases  notified  for  first  time  during  the  year 


1‘Kl M AK V N OTll-'ICATl ONS 


As:e  periods 

C-l  1-5  i 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65 

and 

up 

Total 

Respiratory — Male  

2 

5 

9 

20 

24 

14 

9 

1 

84 

Female  

- i 2 1 

1 

5 

9 

14 

15 

14 

5 

2 

2 

69 

Non-respirator V — M ale  

2 16  1 

IS 

9 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

— 

1 

57 

Female  ... 

1 , f)  , 

IS 

9 

4 

8 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

52 

Total  

3 23 

37 

25 

20 

32 

44 

42 

21 

11 

4 

262 

TABLE  T 2 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  past  ten  years 


1025 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1981 

1932 

1933 

1934 

Deaths  IVom  tuberculo- 
sis of  the  lungs  — 

Number  

123 

122 

155 

150 

164 

141 

144 

140 

140 

108 

Rate  per  1000 

0.79 

0.77 

0.98 

0.95 

1.04 

0.89 

0.97 

0.95 

0.93 

0,72 

A Male— 

N umber  

61 

68 

97 

82 

93 

83 

83 

72 

86 

62 

Kate  

0.-39 

0.43 

0.61 

0.52 

0.58 

0.52 

0.55 

0.48 

0.57 

0.41 

B Female — 

Number 

62 

54 

58 

68 

71 

58 

61 

68 

54 

46 

Rate  

0.39 

0.34 

0.37 

0.43 

0.46 

0.36 

0.42 

0.46 

0.36 

0.30 

Deaths  from  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis — 

Number  

35 

39 

45  ! 

43 

39 

29 

36 

29 

22 

28 

Rate  per  1 000 

0.22 

0.24 

0.28  , 

0.27 

0.24 

0.18 

0.24 

0.19 

0.14 

0.18 

A Male  (all  ages)  j 

18 

17 

15 

10 

11 

Number  j 

17 

' 18  i 

28  ‘ 

28 

11 

Rate  ; 

0.10 

0.11 

0.18 

0.18 

0.11 

0.06 

0.11 

0.10 

0.06 

0.07 

B Female  (all  ages) 

1 

17 

Number  i 

18 

i 

17  > 

15 

21 

18 

19 

14 

12 

Rate  ; 

0.11 

0.13 

0.10  , 

0.09 

0.13 

0.11 

0.13 

0.09 

0.08 

0.11 

C Children  (un.  5 yrs) 

Number  

22 

24 

22 

21 

19 

8 

22 

6 

7 

8 

Rate  

0.13 

0.15 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.05 

0.14 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

Deatlis  from  tuberculo- 
sis fall  forms)  — 

: 

136 

Number  

' 158 

161 

200 

193 

203 

170 

180 

169 

162 

Rate  per  1000 

1 

1.15 

1.02 

1.26 

1.22 

1.29 

1.07 

1.21 

1.14 

1.08 

0.90 

lUUe  per  1000 
England  <0  J rales 

1.03 

1 

0.96 

0.97 

0.93 

0.96 

0.89 

0.89 

i 

0.83 

1 

0.82 

0.76 

3S 
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TABLE  T 3 


New  cases  and  inortality  during  1934 


*New  Cases 

Deaths 

Ages 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmoiiary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

_ 1 

4 

1 

3 

— 

2 

16 

6 

1 

1 

2 

6 

— 

1 

18 

18 

— 

1 

— 

2 

10 

2 

5 

11 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

15  

5 

Q 

3 

5 

1 

7 

— 

— 

20 

9 

U 

1 

9 

10 

8 

2 

3 

*25 

22 

15 

6 

4 

12 

11 

— 

2 

35  

30 

17 

1 

3 

11 

10 

1 

— 

15 

5 

2 

— 

12 

2 

2 

2 

11 

2 

— 

— 

11 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1 

Totals 

95 

72 

63 

56 

62 

46 

11 

17 

y 

* Includes  all  primary  notifications  and  also  all  other  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

ADMINIBTK  ATI  N'E  AliltANGEMENTS 

The  diagnosis  and  treatinent  of  cases  of  venereal  diseases  at  the 
iNlunieipal  Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  year  by  i)r.  F.  G.  Foster,  assisted  in  so  far  as  male 
patients  are  concerned  by  J3r.  J.  M.  Davidson  for  the  first  six  months, 
Dr.  1\.  A.  Dead  for  three  months,  and  Dr.  1\.  iSandilands  for  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  ; and  on  the  female  side  by  Dr.  Deacon  and  Dr. 
Williams. 

Of  the  512  new  cases  dealt  with  at  the  clinic — an  increase  of  45 
over  the  last  year — 252  were  residents  of  Birkenhead,  38  were  from 
Cheshire  Comity,  2 from  Liver})ool,  2G  from  Wallasey,  and  1G6  from 
India,  Burma  and  Ceylon. 

On  31st  August,  1934,  the  agreement  whereby  4 beds  were  re- 
served at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  for  inpatient  treatment 
was  terminated  and  arrangements  were  made  for  all  such  patients  to 
be  treated  in  future  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital. 

At  the  S])ecial  clinic  for  children  held  at  No.  9,  Hamilton  Square, 
Dr.  Deacon  has  been  in  attendance  during  the  year.  At  this  clinic 
the  number  of  new  cases  seen  during  the  year  was  49  as  compared 
with  G2  in  the  })revious  year;  the  attendances  numbered  1,293  as 
compared  with  1,092,  an  increase  of  201. 

GENE.EAL  NOTES 

Cases  dealt  with. — (a)  General  Hospital  clinic.  During  the 
year  941  ])ersons,  comprising  651  males  and  290'  females,  were  dealt 
with  at  the  clinic  as  out-patients. 

This  represents  an  increase  of  52  males  and  a decrease  of  24 
females  as  conq^ared  with  the  respective  numbers  for  1933. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  males  attending  the  clinic  was  due 
to  the  large  nundjer  of  Asiatic  seamen  attending  during  the  year. 
These  numbered  GO  more  than  in  1933.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
nearly  one  third  of  the  Asiatic  seamen — IGG  in  number — attending 
the  clinic  for  the  first  time  were  classified  as  non-venereal. 

The  total  attendances  of  out-patients  was  13,800 ; the  number 
of  in-i'Utient  dajs  was  1G9. 

The  attendances  for  treatment  in  respect  of  patiejits  attending 
for  intermediate  treatment,  i.e.,  irrigations  and  dressings,  showed  an 
increase  of  nearly  2,0fM  over  those  for  those  for  the  previous  year. 

New  patients  numbered  40G  males  and  lOG  females;  of  these  2G0 
wrrc  non-residents  of  Birkenhead.  As  is  usual  in  seaports  sailors 
of  iiiany  nationalities  were  treated  at  the  clinic.  Natives  of  Argen- 
tine. Germany,  Jugo-Slavia,  Norway,  West  Indies,  India,  Burma  and 
< ’eylon  attended  during  the  year. 

(b)  Hamilton  Square  clinic. — During  the  year  151  children  (81 
males  and  70  females)  were  dealt  with  at  the  clinic  as  out-patients, 
tlic  total  atteirlauc'es  made  being  1,293. 


4.0 


Venereal  diseai^es 


The  new  cases  seen  ninnbered  48,  and  were  diagnosed  as  follows: — 


Svpliilis  (congenital  in  all  cases)  29 

Xo  venereal  disease  19 


Bacteriological  work. — ^(a)  (372  smears  were  examined  at  the 
nuniicipal  laboratory  for  the  presence  of  gonococci,  and  16  specimens 
for  the  detection  of  s})irochetes  were  examined  at  the  municipal  clinic 
at  the  General  Hospital. 

(b)  At  the  University  of  Liver})ool,  2,069  specimens  were 
examined  for  the  Wassernian  reaction,  433  of  these  being  sent  from 
the  municipal  clinic  at  the  General  Hospital,  49  from  the  Hamilton 
Square  clinic,  and  1,587  from  2:)rivate  medical  practitioners  and  hos- 
pitals in  the  area. 

Issue  of  arsenobenzene  compounds Arsenobenzene  compounds 

were  issued  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the  ]\Iedical  OUicers  of  the  treatment  centres  at  the  General 
Hospital  and  at  No.  9 Hamilton  Square  ; 

to  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hos- 
pital; 

to  six  ajjiu’oved  medical  practitioners. 


V^enerea!  <lUea«et 
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TABLE  V I 

Statement  sliowing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  during  the  year, 
classified  according  to  the  diseases  dealt  with 


Syuhilis 

Soft  charicre 

(ionorrluca 

Conditions 

otlier  Mian 
venereal 

Totals 

M. 

1'. 

M ] 

n. 

i'. 

M. 

1' 

IM. 

K. 

T’ls. 

1 2t5 

Ill 

() 

— 

96 

53 

4 

9 

232 

173 

405 

i 

10 

10 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

13 

11 

24 

If) 

1 

15 

1 

16 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

2 

_ 

__ 





2 

_ 

2 

48 

40 



— 

— 

— 



— 

43 

40 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

8 

~ 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

9 









127 

26 



— 

127 

26 

1 53 

— 

' 

— 

— 

19 

~ 

— 

— 

19 

— 

19 

- 

I 

147 

28 

147 

28 

175 

17 

•) 

1 

— 

20 

2 

— 

38 

4 

42 

219 

171 

16 

— 

265 

82 

151 

37 

651 

290 

941 

j 

\ 

21 

2 

— 

57 

18 

150 

37 

214 

76 

290 

i 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

~ 

— 

8 

1 

9 

1 1 

_ 







1 



1 

29 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

29  1 

48 

! 1 

2 





— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

~ 

2 







38 

16 

— 

— 

38 

16 

54 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

4 

1 

— 

7 

4 

11 

■'  3 

— 

— 

- 

23 

— 

— 

26 

— 

26 

i 47 

8 

1 

1 

— 

’ 51 

2 

- 

- 

1 

107 

10 

117 

1.35 

no 

1 

3 

— 

89 

i 

42 

1 

1 : 

1 

i 

228 

152 

380 

219 

171 

16 

- 

265 

j 82  : 

j 

151 

1 

37 

651 

290 

941 

' 

> I 

1 

Xumlu'r  ufcasi's  on  1st  .lamian 
under  t reat  men  r or  obser  vat  ion 
Nuinboi-  of  eases  removed  from 
the  register  during  any 
vions  year  whieh  retmned 
during  the  year  under  rej)oit 
for  treatment  or  observation  of 

the  same  infeetion 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 
the  first  time  duriim  the  veai 


Syphilis,  ]>rimary  

,,  secondary 

,,  latent  in  1st  year  of 
infection  .... 
all  later  stages 
congenital  ... 

Soft  chancre  

Goiiorrhma,  1st  year  of 
fection . . 

,,  later  

Conditions  other  than  venereal 
Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 
the  tirst  time  during  the  3'ear 
under  lejiort  known  to  have 
received  treatment  at  other 
centres  for  the  .same  infection 

Total  of  Items  1,  '1,  :i  and  4 .. 

Number  of  eases  di.scharged  aftci 
completion  of  treatment  and 
final  tests  of  cure  


atteudancf,  sutfering  from:- 

Syjthilis.  jnimary  ...  

,.  secondaiy  

latent  in  1st  \earl 
of  infection  . 

.,  all  later  stages 

congenital  

Soft  chancre  

Gonorrha-a.lstyear  ofinfect 
later 


attend  after  comi»letion 
treatment  but  before  final 

test.s  of  cure  

uinlK-r  of  eases  transfern 
othei  centres  or  to  insf  it  utions. 


tn-atrm-nt  ■*r  "b 
•list  D'C-emb-r 


er  Vat  ion  on 


Tiiese  should  agree  with, 

’h--e  of  Items  1.  2.  ‘i  and  4 
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TABLE  V I — (continued) 


Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

1 

Gonorrhcjea 

j Conditions 

' other  than 
* venereal 

Totals 

10.  Number  of  cases  in  the  following 
stages  of  syphilis  included  in 
Item  6 which  failed  to  com- 
plete one  course  of  treatment — 

Svi)hilis,  primary  

,,  secondary  

,,  latent  in  1st  year 

of  infection 

,,  all  later  stages 

, , congenital  

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

T’ls. 

1 

1 

3 

15 

1 

— 

— 

Ill  11 

Ill  II 

— 

M Ml 

1 

1 

3 

15 

1 

1 

1 

18 

1 

11.  Number  of  attendances — 

(«)  For  individual  attention  of 
the  medical  officers 

1464 

1426 

29 

1785 

686 

338 

131 

3616 

2243 

5859 

(6)  For  intermediate  treatment, 
e.^.  iri'igation,  dressing 

372 

40 

5 

- 

6939 

453 

68 

64 

7384 

557 

7941 

Total  attendances... 

1836  ' 

1466 

34 

— 

8721 

1139 

406 

195 

11000 

2800 

13800 

12.  In-patients  — 

(a)  Total  number  of  persons 
admitted  for  treatment 
during  the  year  

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

9 

{h)  Aggregate  number  of  “in- 
patient days  ’ of  treatment 
given 

60 

40 

7 

— 

54 

— 

8 

— 

129 

40 

169 

13.  Number  of  cases  of  congenital 
syphilis  in  item  3 above  class- 
ified according  to  age  periods 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 

under  5 
years 

5 and 

under  15 
years 

15  years 
and  over 

Totals 

M. 

_F. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

3 

5 

3 

5 

Microscopical 


1 

1 4.  Pathological  Work — 

for 

Spirochetes 

for 

Gonococci 

Wasserniann 

Others  for 
Syphilis 

for  Gonorrhoea 

{a)  Number  of  specimens  ex- 
amined atand  by  the  medical 
officer  of  the  treatment 
centre  

1- 

I 

590 

{h)  Number  of  specimens  from 
jtatients  attending  at  the 
centre  .sent  for  examination 
to  an  a])proved  laboratory... 

— 

# 

433 

— 

— 

Serum  Tests 


Stuti'nii'iit  slu)\viii^"  till'  si‘rvi(’Os  roiulcrod  al  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinie  at  tlie  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  during 
the  year,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided 
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r>.  Total  iiumlu'r  of  attendances  of 
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C.  Ag-gregate  nnnd)ei  of  “in-])atient 

days”  of  ;dl  patients  residing  in 
each  area  

D.  Nninher  of  doses  of  a}>proved 

arsenohenzene  coinponnds  given 
in  the  ont-patient  clinic  and 
in-patient  department  to  patients 
residing  in  each  area  
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Other  infectious  diseases 


OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  WHICH.  AKE  NOTIFIABLE 


The  infectious  diseases  which  (in  addition  to  tuberculosis, 
already"  dealt  with)  were  compulsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  at  any  time  during  the  past  year  are  set  out  in  Tables  I 1 
and  I 2 below. 


TABLE  I 1 

Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1934 ; 
showing  seasonal  incidence 


Disease 

Jan. 

Fel). 

5Iar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

1 

Dec. 

Total 

Ill'll  Q 1 1 Tin  V 

01ilcllif)UA  

Scarlet  fever  

53 

47 

50 

36 

38 

22 

25 

21 

26 

34 

39 

26 

417 

Diphtheria  and  nieinhra 

nous  croup 

72 

57 

62 

51 

19 

59 

59 

- 44 

68 

73 

61 

70 

725 

Erysipelas  

17 

6 

13 

15 

11 

7 

10 

9 

4 

17 

9 

13 

131 

Typhus  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Continued  fever 

Relapsing  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerehro-spinal  meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ence])halitis  lethargica 

(acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (acute) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  ])yrexia 

2 

1 3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

29 

Puerperal  fever  

' — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

I 9 

Cholera  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

33 

28 

29 

21 

21 

22 

7 

3 

8 

12 

21 

20 

1 225 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 ^ 

I ) \ 1 pi*v 

\ 

\ 

1 2 

i_/>oLiin,iy  .4.. 

1 

i 

Total  

I„. 

143 

159 

127 

122 

115 

106 

84 

109 

142 

136 

13, 

1553 

other  infectious  distasex 
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TABLE  I 2 

Infectious  diseases  oilier  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1934  ; 


showing  a 


Disea.se 

and. 
1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

.5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

15-20 

yrs. 

'20-35 

yrs. 

'35-45 

yrs. 

45-05 

yrs. 

05 

yrs. 

up 

Total 

Small  po.\  

Scarlet  lever  

12 

21 

32 

36 

179 

69 

28 

26 

6 

5 

1 

417 

Dij'htheria  ami  niembra- 

iiious  croup  

1 1 

23 

35 

50 

356 

134 

49 

46 

7 

6 

— 

725 

Krvsipela.s  

4 

7 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

4 

19 

24 

47 

15 

131 

IIQ 

1 > [Ml  ll>»  

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

-- 

— 

3 

Continued  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

»»1  *1 1 ici  n If 

JC>Vl  

Cerel>ro-s})inal  meningitis 

1 

1 

Kneephalitis  lethaigiea 

(acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

rolio-eneei)halitis  (acute) 

i'oliomyelitis  (acute).  ... 

1 

— 

1 

ruerperal  jtvrexia  

2 

24 

3 

— 

— 

29 

l’uer])eral  fever  

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

9 

9 

Cholera  

_ 

Pneumonia 

19 

20 

14 

12 

10 

31 

13 

12 

23 

18 

26 

27 

225 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 f'f*l*\* 

1 

2 

Total  

39 

53 

58 

79 

97 

572 

222 

96 

146 

60 

87 

44 

1553 

Case-rates  of  certain  diseases — The  case-rates  of  certain  diseases 
for  Birkenhead,  and  tor  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000  living,  are  set 

out  below Case-rate  per  1,000  living 

UUL  UCIUN'V  . Birkenhead  England  and  Wales 

Smallpox  0.00  0.004 

Scarlet  fever  2.77  3.7,6 

Diphtheria  4.83  1.70' 

Enteric  fever  0.02  0.03 

Puerperal  j^yi’exia  0.19  0.15 

Puerperal  fever  0.01  0.06 

Erysipelas  0.87  0.51 

Encephalitis  lethargica. — Three  cases  were  notified  during  the 


year. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. — One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  of  smallpox  were  notified  in  Birkenhead 
during  the  year. 

Smallpox  was  present  in  several  parts  of  England  and  Wales 
during  the  year;  178  cases  lieing  notified.  The  Itegistrar- 
General’s  returns  show  the  prevalence  and  mortality  to  have  been  as 
set  out  below: — 


Year  Number  of  cases  Deaths 

1925  5,365  9 

1926  10,205  19 

1927  14,769  49 

1928  12,433  53 

1929  10,975  39 

1930  11,855  28 

1931  5,665  9 

1932  2,070  3 

1933  631  2 

1934  178  6 
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Other  injedious  diseases 


DISINFECTION 

Books. — 200  Public  Library  books  were  collected  from  infected 
houses  and  disinfected. 

Dwellings. — 827  house-disinfecting  notices  were  served ; 898 

houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Bedding  and  clothes. — Infected  bedding  and  clothes  were  collected 
from  955  dwellings  and  disinfected.  In  41  further  cases  infected  or 
discarded  bedding  and  clothes  were  destroyed. 

Visits  and  revisits  paid  to  houses,  etc.,  by  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Inspector. — 3.578  visits  and  revisits  to  property  were  made  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  disinfection  after  infectious  diseases  (including 
tuberculosis) . 


VACCINATION 

Public  vaccination. — Information  relative  to  the  number  of 
persons  successful!}^  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  at  the  cost  of  the 
rates  by  the  iMedical  Superintendent  of  the  Birkenhead  Municipal 
Hospital  and  Public  Assistance  Institution  and  the  Public  Vaccinators 
during  the  year  ended  SQth  September,  1934,  is  given  below: — 


Name  of  District 

1 

Name  of  Medical  Officer 
or  Public  Vaccinator 

No.  of  successful  primary 
vaccinations  of  pei  sons 

No.  of  success 

ful  re-vaccina- 
tions,  i.e  , of 
persons  who  had 
been  success- 
fully vaccinated 
at  some 
previous  time 

Under 

1 year  of 
age 

1 year 
and 

upwards 

Total 

Birkenhead  

Dr.  H.  C.  Pierce 

594 

7 

601 

5 

Tranniere  (and 

Prenton) 

Birkenhead 
Municipal 
Hospital  and 

Dr.  H.  L.  Pearson  

462 

7 

469 

8 

Institution  

Dr.  R.  A.  Grant 

6 

3 

9 

i 

Total  .. 

1.062 

17 

1,079 

13 

other  infectious  diseases 
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The  following  is  the  latest  completed  information  relative  to 
vaccination  in  the  thorough  and  relates  to  children  wliose  births  were 
registered  from  1st  January  to  olst  December,  IbJJ,  inclusive,  viz.; — 


liii  kenliead  j 
District 

Tran  me  re 
District 

Trenton 

District 

Whole 

Boroufth 

No.  of  births  

1.363 

1,146 

40 

2.549 

Successful Iv  vaccinated  

700 

639 

28 

1,367 

Insusceptible  of  vaccination  

9 

15 

— 

24 

Hail  sniall)HC\'... 



— 



— 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  statutory  de- 
clarations of  conscientious  objection  have 
been  received  

413 

342 

10 

765 

l>ied  nnvaccinated  

So 

74 

2 

161 

rosti»onenicnts,  removals,  or  cases  not 
found,  etJ 

156 

76 

— 

232 

Total  Xo.  of  certiticates  and  copies  of  cer- 
tificates of  successful  primary  vaccination 
of  children  under  14  received  during  the 
calendar  vear  1934. 

746 

727 

31 

1,504 

Xo.  of  statutory  declarations  of  conscien- 
tious objection  actually  received  by  the 
Vaccination  Ofiicers  irrespective  of  the 
dates  of  birth  of  the  children  to  which 
thev  relate  during  the  calendar  veai' 
1934  

427 

389 

15 

831 

X'’o.  of  cases  successfully  vaccinated  after 
the  declaration  of  conscientious  objection 
had  been  made  

Xo.  of  copies  of  certiticates  of  successful 
primary  vaccination  sent  to  Vaccination 
OlKcers  of  other  districts  during  1934... 

11 

45 

— 

56 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917.— No 

primary  vaccinations  or  revaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


ISSUE  OF  DIPHTHEIHA  ANTITOXIN 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  (outside  Ijondon)  Order,  1910,  diphtheria  antitoxin  was  issued 
to  4 medical  ])ractitioners  ; a total  of  80,000  units  was  given  out. 

IMMUNISATION  AT  CLINICS  AGAINST  DIPHTHEEIA 

Since  192G  facilities  have  been  offered  to  the  mothers  attending 
the  infant  welfare  clinics  to  have  their  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

During  the  year  ended  81st  December,  1984,  208  children  were 
presented  at  tlie  various  clinics  for  the  first  of  a course  of  immunising 
injections.  ()i  these,  151  comjdeted  the  course  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  22  had  2 injections  and  80  had  1 injection.  In  addition,  29 
children  whose  treatment  was  commenced  in  1988  were  given  their 
final  injections,  making  a total  of  180  children  completing  the  cr)urse 
in  10.84.  From  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  trcatinent  in  1920 
until  the  end  of  1984.  798  children  have  received  the  full  course  of  8 or 
more  injections. 
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Other  infectious  diseases 


Children  who  have  received  less  than  3 injections  cannot  be  said 
to  have  full  opportunity  of  complete  immunisation.  Experience 
indicates  that  about  80%  of  cases  who  have  had  a full  course  will 
be  immune,  while  the  remaining  20,%  may  require  a further  short 
course  of  treatment. 

Details  of  treatment  carried  out  in  1934  are  set  out  below: — 


Clinic 

1 

injection 

•2 

injections 

3 

1 or  more 
jinjections 

Total 

1933 

cases 

completed 

Total 

Hamilton  Square  

22 

17 

69 

108 

21 

129 

Xorth  

2 

2 

17 

21 

— 

21 

South  

6 

3 

47 

56 

5 

61 

Mount  Grove  

— 

— 

18 

18 

3 

21 

Total  

30 

22 

151 

203 

29 

232 

(Note. — For  immunisation  carried  out  at  the  Fever  Hospital  see  pag®  5X) 


HOME  NURSING 

The  arrangement  made  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Birken- 
head District  Nursing  Society,  dating  from  1st  July,  1919,  provides  for 
the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  influenza  and  pneumonia.  During  the  year 
1934  the  Society’s  nurses  paid  2,006  visits  in  respect  of  59  cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL 

Cases  treated  during  1935. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  107  patients  in  the  Infectious  Disesase  Hospital. 

During  the  year  there  were  1,041  patients  admitted  to  the  wards, 
.so  that  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  during  1934  was  1,148.  The 
total  number  of  in-patient  days  in  respect  of  the  cases  admitted  w’as 
31,860  or  30.6  days  per  patient. 

There  were  1,028  discharges  and  33  deaths  during  the  year;  leav- 
ing 87  jjatients  in  hospital  on  31st  December,  1934. 


other  infectious  diseases 
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The  diseases  treated,  together  with  the  sex  of  the  patients  and 
particulars  as  to  recoveries  and  deaths,  are  sliown  below: — 

TAHLE  I 3 


I’atients  sent  in 
as  surt'ering  from 

In  hospital 
at  beginning 
of  year 

Adniitted 
(luring  year 

Pied 

during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 

Remaining 
in  hospital  at 
end  of  year 

Scarlet  fever  . . . 

.....M. 

16 

1‘24 

1 

132 

7 

F. 

18 

16o 

2 

169 

12 

Diphtheria 

...  M. 

27 

304 

10 

289 

32 

F. 

46 

404 

17 

400 

33 

Enteric  fever 

.....M. 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

F. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ervsipelas  

0 

7 

0 

7 

0 

F. 

0 

11 

0 

9 

2 

Measles  

. ...M. 

0 

8 

0 

8 

0 

F. 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

M'hoojhiif;  cough 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

F. 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Other  disea.sfs  

. . . -M . 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

F. 

0 

2 

0 

2 

■ 0 

Totals 

1041 

33 

1028 

87 

The  hosi)ital  was  again  nnnsnally  busy  thronghout  the  year,  the 
number  of  cases  admitted  being  *290  in  excess  of  the  number  admitted 
during  1933  and  525  more  than  in  1932.  This  was  accounted  for 
mo'^ily  hy  a marked  increase  in  tlie  incidence  of  di])]itlieria.  To  cope 
witli  this,  it  was  found  necessary  to  curtail  the  admission  of  patients 
suffering  from  scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria — The  type  of  diphtheria  prevalent  during  the  year 
was  of  moderate  severity,  but  “toxic”  cases  were  not  lacking.  The 
relative  lowness  of  the  death-rate  was  satisfactory — 5%  of  actual 
flinical  cases  as  coinjaired  witli  4.8%  in  1933,  7.i%  in  1932,  9%  in 
1931.  and  14.7%  in  1930.  As  in  ])revious  years  the  most  formidable 
o))stacle  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  diphtheria  was  the 
1(1  tf  static  of  the  disease  at  ndticli  thcii  came  under  JtosjntaJ  treatnmcmt 
This  is  due  in  lairt  to  lack  of  appreciation  by  ])arents  oi  the  seriousness 
of  the  illness  ; Imt  in  ]jart  also  to  a regrettable  tendency  on  the  part 
of  a few  medical  ].ractitioners  to  defer  sending  their  cases  into  hospital 
or  employing  anti-di]<htheritic  treatment  until  they  have  o})tained  a 
“positive  swab.”  A delay  of  twenty-four  hours  or  more  may  be  caused 
in  this  way.  and  may  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  patient ; it  is  significant 
that  in  ]*ractically  every  fatal  case  during  the  year  there  was  a history 
of  a positive  swab  prior  to  admission. 

Of  708  eases  admitted  to  the  diphtheria  wards.  513  were  finally 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  diphtheria.  The  addition  of  3 cases 
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admitted  erroneously  diagnosed  as  scarlet  fever  brings  the  diphtheria 
total  to  516. 

Of  the  remainder,  42  were  “ carriers  ” and  153  were  found  to  be 
sutfering  from  diseases  other  than  diphtheria  or  from  no  disease.  The 
correctt'd  diagnoses  in  these  cases  were  as  follows:  tonsillitis  (129), 
scarlet  fever  (12),  otitis  media  (2),  Ludwig’s  angina  (1),  catarrhal 
laryngitis  (1),  mumps  (1),  pyelo-cystitis  (1),  bronchitis  (1), 
laryngitis  (1),  measles  (1),  pneumonia  (1),  observation  (1)  and  no 
disease  (1). 

There  were  26  deaths  ascribed  to  diphtlieria.  The  mortality 
ealculated  on  actual  clinical  cases  was  5.0%. 

Of  cases  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria  one  died — a 
male  aged  38,  suffering  from  Ludwig’s  angina,  who  died  within  5 
days  of  admission  to  hospital. 

Of  the  26  cases  dying  of  diphtheria,  8 died  within  24  hours  of 
admission. 

14  cases  v‘ere  admitted  suffering  from  laryngeal  obstruction ; in 
3 of  tliese  cases  there  was  no  clinical  evidence  of  diphtheria.  Of 
the  remaining  11,  8 were  intubated  and  2 of  these  died.  The  operation 
of  tracheotomy  was  performed  in  both  these  cases  after  intubation 
had  failed  to  give  relief. 

T onsiJlectomij. — ^It  was  found  unnecessary  to  j^^rform  this 
operation  on  any  of  the  carriers  encountered  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Duration  of  illness  hefore  admission  to  hospital- — The  average 
duration  of  illness  before  admission  was  3.63  days. 

Da}js  in  hos/)ital. — The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of  ah 
cases  suffering  from  diplitheria  was  35.5  days. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  diphtheria  patients: — 


A^je-period  in  year; 

0-1 

yr.s. 

1+ 

yrs. 

2-F 

yis. 

s' 

4 + 
yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-19 

yrs. 

20-29 

yr.s. 

.SO-39 

yrs. 

40 -f 
yrs. 

Totals 

PLOOOvftied  or  .still 

ill  M. 

1 

5 

10 

13 

18 

133 

30 

13 

1 

2 

226 

IIos])ital 

F. 

2 

1 

7 

11 

15 

140 

60 

16 

8 

1 

”3 

264 

Dird  

V. 

1 

2 

' r, 

8 

F. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

12 

1 

18 

Totals  ... 

3 

8 

18 

28 

37 

r 

290 

90 

29 

9 

3 

3 

516 

4fos])ital  death-rate  5.0  per  cent. 


I nnnu  fLisation . — The  immunisation  of  members  of  the  staff  and 
of  }>a1ionts  admitted  suffering  from  diseases  other  than  diphtheria  has 
br-en  fonlinuefl.  In  addition,  otlier  eliildi’en  (c.g.,  the  bi'othei’S  or  sisters 
of  patients)  leave  been  immunised  at  tlie  I'Ccpiest  of  parents.  The 
f-illowing  labb*  kIkavs  the  work  dont'  at  th('.  hospital  dining  tlie  year 
1031  as  regard.^  t(*sting  for  sus('(ij)tibility  (Seliii'k  testing)  and 
immunisat  ifai  of  tla^se  shown  to  be  susceptible.  This  work  is  also 
farri**ri  on  at  the  Sf4ioo]  and  child  wdfarc  clinics. 
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it  is  now  the  practice  at  the  hospital  to  immunise  the  staff  irre- 
spective of  Schick  testing. 


Scarlet  fever. — The  type  of  scarlet  fever  prevalent  during  the  year 
was  mild ; and  only  one  death  occurred  from  the  disease  in  the  hosj)ital. 

During  the  year  there  were  289  cases  admitted  to  the  hospital 
notified  as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  Tlie  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
in  206  cases.  The  addition  of  12  cases  erroneously  diagnosed  as 
suffering  from  diphtheria  brings  the  total  to  278. 

The  corrected  diagnoses  in  the  23  mis-diagnosed  cases  were  as 
follows:  tonsillitis  (4),  diphtheria  (3),  enteritis  (2),  rubella  (1), 
])uerperal  fever  (1),  urticaria  (1),  lobar  pneumonia  (1),  quinsy  (1), 
dermatitis  (1),  erysipelas  (1),  and  no  disease  (7). 

One  female  admitted  as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  died,  the 
cause  of  death  being  puerperal  fever  ; and  one  male  admitted  as  scarlet 
fever  died  from  toxaemia  due  to  burns.  There  was  one  death  from 
scarlet  fever — a female  aged  8 years.  The  case  mortality  was  0.3%. 

The  following  are  the  principal  complications  which  were  noted: — 


Late  adenitis  

9 cases 

or  3.3 

Otitis  media  

24 

9.0 

Pihinitis  

10 

3.7 

Nephritis  

10  .. 

3.7 

Arthritis  

1 

0.3 

Endocarditis  

2 

0.7 

T^raemia  

2 

0.7 

Tlie  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever 


discharged  cured  during  the  year  was  29.6  days. 

Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  scarlet  fever  patients: — 


Hospital  death-rate  0.3  per  cent. 
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In  recent  years  very  few  cases  have  been  classed  as  “return” 
cases.  In  1934  there  were  2 cases  which  were  regarded  as  “return” 
cases. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  restricting  the  administration  of 
antitoxin  serum  to  severe  and  complicated  cases  has  been  continued. 

Measles. — 12  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  the  diag- 
nosis was  confirmed  in  11  of  the  cases.  The  other  case  was  suffering 
from  rubella.  All  cases  recovered,  there  being  no  deaths. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  measles  patients: — 


The  complications  noted  were: — 


Broncho  pneumonia 

..  i6'  cases 

or  54.5  per  cent. 

Otitis  media  

..  2 „ 

18.2  „ 

Chickenpox  

..  1 

9.1  „ 

Bronchitis  

..  1 

9.1 

Cellulitis  

..  1 

9.1  ,, 

The  average  duration  of  illness  before  admission  to  hospital  was 
3.5  days. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of  cases  discharged  cured 
was  31.4  days. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  18  cases  admitted  to  the  wards  notified 
as  suffering  from  erysipelas.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  all  cases. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  were  facial  in  origin. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  erysipelas  patients: — 


llosi)ital  fleath-rate  0.0  per  cent. 
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Enteric  fever. — The  diagnosis  of  enteiac  fever  was  confirmed  in  3 
out  of  4 cases  admitted  to  the  wards  notified  as  suffering  from,  or  for 
observation  as  cases  of,  this  disease. 

One  case  sent  in  for  observation  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
enteritis. 

The  infecting  organism  in  eacli  confirmed  case  was  paratyphosus  J3. 

Two  cases  recovered  and  one  was  still  in  liospital  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Other  Diseases. — ^Yh()opi)\g  co-ugh. — There  were  4 patients 
admitted  to  the  wards  suffering  from  whooping  cough,  or  whooping 
cough  and  bronclio-pneumonia.  One  child,  aged  1 year^  died  ; the  cause 
of  death  being  whooping  cough. 

Cerchro-spinal  meningiiis.-Y\\roo  cases  were  admitted  during 
year  notified  as  suffering  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  The  diagnosis 
was  not  confirmed  in  any  one  of  these  cases.  One  case  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  diphtheria  and  another  from  no  disease.  The  third 
case  died,  the  cause  of  death  being  pneumococcal  meningitis. 

Chiclrnpo.r. — Two  cases  were  admitted  and  discharged  cured. 

Mumps. — One  case  was  admitted  and  discharged  cured. 

Staff. — During  the  year  Dr.  J.  M.  Davidson  resigned,  on  his 
appointment  to  the  Home  Office.  From  May  1st  until  August  15th, 
Dr.  I\.  A.  Dead  acted  as  Resident  Medical  Officer;  on  the  latter  date 
Dr.  Sandilands  took  up  duty.  The  general  health  of  the  staff  was 
satisfactory.  As  regards  infectious  disease,  one  nurse  contracted 
erysipelas  after  quinsy  ; this  was  the  only  case  of  infectious  disease. 
Tests  for  susce])tibility  to  scarlet  fever  were  unnecessary,  as  all  new- 
comers to  the  staff  had  already  had  the  disease. 

Training  of  nurses. — Courses  of  instruction  for  the  examinations 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  have  been  maintained  continuously 
throughout  the  year.  Of  the  five  uTirses  wTo  passed  the  preliminary 
examination  in  1033.  three  presented  themselves  for  the  final  examina- 
tion in  1034 — all  of  them  passed.  One  nurse  was  debarred  from 
examination  on  account  of  her  youth  and  one  left  the  hospital.  Ten 
nurses  sat  the  preliminary  examination  and  seven  of  them  passed. 

E.  P.  Smith  memorial  fund. — No  patients  received  assistance  from 
thi':  fund  during  the  year. 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 

ADmNISTEATIVE  AEKANaEMENTS 

Dr.  J.  Morrison  Eitchie  bas  been  in  charge  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory  throughout  the  year.  The  staff 
consists  of  Dr.  Eitchie  as  Bacteriologist,  one  senior  and  two  junior 
laboratory  assistants,  and  one  clerk. 

The  work  carried  out  for  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Thingwall  Sanatorium,  and  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  includes 
general  bacteriological,  pathological  and  biochemical  examinations; 
ward  visits ; lectures  to  nurses,  and  consultations  with  medical  staff. 

The  bacteriological  supervision  of  the  Borough  water  supplies 
is  carried  out  at  the  laboratory.  Eood  poisoning  outbreaks  are 
investigated.  Clinical  material  from  suspected  cases  of  enteric, 
tuberculosis,  typhus,  anthrax,  diphtheria,  etc.,  is  examined.  The  milk 
supply  of  the  Borough  is.  kept  under  careful  observation. 

The  number  of  investigations  showed  an  increase  of  3,327  in  1934, 
as  compard  with  1933 — 14,840’  against  11,513. 


EXAMINATIONS  CAEEIED  OUT  AT  THE  LABOEATOEY 

Examination  of  Clinical  Material. — The  nature  and  number  of 
examinations  of  clinical  material  made  at  the  municipal  laboratory 


during  1934  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 

Examin  n ti  on  Total 

Sputa  for  B.  tuberculosis  (312  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...-,  1886 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtheriae  (435  positive)  ...  ...  ...  7221 

Diphtheria  virulence  tests  (21  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Blood  tests  (Widal)  against  enterica  group  (5  positive)  ...  53 

Urine  for  B.  typhosus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Faeces  for  B.  typhosus  (1  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Smears  for  gonococci  (212  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

General  examinations  (1)  Bacteriology  ...  ...  ...  ...  2275 

(2)  Biochemistry  ...  ...  ...  ...  996 

(3)  Pathology  979 

Vaccines  issued  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Milk,  graded,  bacterial  counts  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Milk,  samples  for  tubercle  bacilli  (39  positive)  ..."  ...  ...  371 

Water  examinations  ...  ...  ...•  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Total 14840 


Bacteriological  examinations  of  water — Examinations  of  the 
.Mwen  water  supply  were  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  during  the  year  ; 
78  complete  bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  samples  being 
rakcn  from  flic  mains,  and  from  tlie  Alwen  reservoir  before  and 
immediately  after  filtration.  In  addition,  23  specimens  from  other 
sources  were  examined. 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. — (a)  The  general  hacterio- 
loyirdl  r.r(t minntion  of  (ir(i(h'(1  willow. — During  the  year  the  regular 
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bacteriological  examination  of  graded  milks  was  carried  out.  142  samples 
were  examined.  The  work  is  undertaken  primarily  because  of  the  intro  - 
diictioii  into  the  Borough  of  “ designated  milks  ” as  laid  down  in  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.  These  milks  are: — 

(1)  Certified  milk. 

(2)  Grade  A (tuberculin  tested)  milk. 

(3)  Grade  A Milk. 

(4)  Pasteurised  milk. 

The  examination  of  certified  milk  is  carried  out  at  the  request 
of,  and  for,  the  Ministry  of  Health,  wdio  grant  licences  for  the  produc- 
tion of  this  milk. 

The  Grade  A and  Pasteurised  milks  are  examined  for  the  Cor- 
l^oration,  who  grant  tlie  licences  for  the  retailing  of  tliese  classes  of 
milk. 

(b)  J'lic  general  bactemological  examination  of  ungraded  milk. 
— Samples  of  ungraded  milk  have  been  examined  from  time  to  time, 
but  no  routine  examination  is  carried  out  on  ordinary  milk,  for  which 
no  standard  of  bacteriological  })urity  has  been  laid  down. 

The  routine  exanunation  of  ordinary  milk  is  very  valuable,  inas- 
much as  it  is  this  milk  which  forms  the  principal  supply  of  a very 
large  section  of  the  community. 

(c)  The  examination  of  ungraded,  milk  for  tubercle  hacilli. — 
louring  1934,  371  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli. 

Out  of  these  371  samples,  living  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  39. 
After  making  allowance  for  duplicates  this  means  that  living  tubercle 
baccili  were  found  in  over  10  per  cent,  of  the  samples  examined.  As 
much  of  the  tuberculosis  found  in  children  is  due  to  such  milk,  the 
importance  of  this  branch  of  the  work  can  hardly  be  over-emphasised. 

(d)  The  examination  of  dried  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli. — 
Samples  of  dried  milk  issued  at  the  municipal  clinics  are  periodically 
examined  at  the  laboratory  with  a view  to  the  detection  of  the  presence 
of  living  tubercle  bacilli. 

As  from  1st  January,  1935,  the  following  routine  procedure  will 
be  followed  with  regard  to  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 

(a)  General  bacteriological  examination 

This  consists  of: — 

(a)  The  enumeration  of  the  micro-organisms  present  per 
cubic  centimetre. 

(b)  Examination  for  the  presence  of  B.  coli  in  specified 
quantities  of  milk. 

1.  Graded  liquid  milks 

Each  suj/ply  will  be  exandiied  twice  in  a year — once  in 
the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second  half  year.  In 
connection  with  pasteurised  milk  produced  by  a firm  in 
the  Borough,  one  sample  will  be  examined  monthly. 
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2.  Ungraded  liquid  milks 

Samples  will  be  examined  from  time  to  time  but  not  at 
regular  intervals.  It  is  intended  that  this  work  should 
be  developed  when  adequate  laboratory  accommodation 
is  provided. 

(b)  Examination  for  tuhereule  haeilli 

This  consists  of  an  examination  by 'biological  experiment  to  ascer- 
tain whether  living  tubercle  bacilli  are  present. 

1.  Graded  liquid  milks 

Each  supply  will  be  examined  twice  in  a year — once  in 
the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second  half  year.  In 
connection  with  pasteurised  milk  produced  by  a firm  in 
the  Borough,  one  sample  will  be  examined  monthly. 

2.  Ungraded  liquid  milks 

]\Iilk  from  each  souce  of  supply  will  be  examined  twice 
in  a year — once  in  the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the 
second  half  year. 

3.  Dried  milks 

Two  samples  from  each  source  will  be  examined 
annually,  once  in  the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second 
half  year. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  B.  were 
both  present  in  Birkenhead  during  the  year.  As  in  a number  of 
cases  of  typhoid  there  has  been  a history  of  the  patient  having  eaten 
shellfish,  it  is  hoped  that  during  1935  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  for 
the  routine  examination  of  shellfish  retailed  in  the  area. 

Food  poisoning. — No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  confirmed  by  the 
Laboratory  during  the  year.  Some  specimens  of  bacon  and  meat  pies 
suspected  as  a source  of  illness  were  examined  during  the  summer,  but 
with  negative  results. 

Streptococcal  infections. — As  was  mentioned  in  my  report  last 
year,  streptococcal  infections  occur  frequently  among  the  general 
pojjulation.  In  conjunction  with  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
regular  examinations  of  tliroat  swabs  are  carried  out  for  the  presence 
of  haemolytic  streptococci.  As  this  organism  is  frequently  found  in 
cliroiiic  catarrlial  conditions,  a number  of  vaccines  have  been  prepared 
and  issued  for  treatment  purposes,  in  many  cases  with  excellent 
results. 

Malaria.— Malaria  was  diagnosed  by  the  Laboratory  on  two 
occasions  during  the  year. 

Veterinary  work.  ^\Vork  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary 
Officer  includes,  besides  the  cxarninalion  of  milks  for  tuberculosis,  such 
investigations  as  are  necessary  for  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the 
liorses  belonging  to  the  Oorjior.ation.  While  no  individual  spectacular 
case  occurred  during  I9‘M,  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  steady 
work  done  in  this  connection,  and  consultations  with  the  Veterinary 
fJfficer  are  frequent. 
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Birkenhead  offers  unrivalled  opportunities  for  the  scientific 
investigation  of  diseased  meat.  Many  samples  are  examined  under 
the  microscope,  and  museum  specimens  are  prepared  from  time  to 
time. 

Lectures. — At  the  Birkenhead  iMunicipal  Hos])ital,  courses  of  lec- 
tures were  given  to  the  nursing  staff  on  bacteriology,  pathology,  and 
bio-chemistry,  in  connection  with  the  examinations  for  the  State 
Certificate  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Museum. — Interesting  specimens  are  added  to  the  pathological 
museum  from  time  to  time,  which  will  be  of  great  value  for  teaching 
purposes. 


Comparison  with  previous  years. — Below  is  set  out  a comparison 
between  the  work  done  in  the  Laboratory  in  1980,  1981,  1982,  1988, 
and  1981:— 


Nature  of  Specimens. 

19:50 

19:51 

19:52 

193:5 

1934 

Sputa  for  B.  tuberculosis 

482 

1478 

1696 

1668 

1886 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtheriae 

1514 

1994 

8114 

4207 

7221 

Diphtheria  virulence  tests 

18 

20 

36 

86 

60 

Blood  tests  (agglutination) 

82 

89 

106 

80 

58 

Smears  for  gonococci 

84 

511 

596 

607 

672 

General  bacteriological  examina- 
tions 

120 

742 

1839 

2462 

2298 

General  biochemical  examina- 
tions 

257 

1254 

943 

. 996 

General  pathological  examina- 
tions 

152 

547 

663 

979 

Vaccines  issued 

— 

29 

65 

99 

61 

.Milk,  graded,  bacterial  counts  ... 

93 

161 

195 

194 

142 

Milk,  samples  for  tubercle  bacilli 

99 

421 

407 

406 

371 

Water,  bacteriological  examina- 
tions 

87 

97 

105 

148 

101 

Total  

2529 

5896 

9960 

11513 

14840 

Laboratory  accommodation. — Need  for  improved  premises  became 
even  more  marked  during  the  year.  As  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  comparison  table  above,  it  is  proving  impossible  to  develop  all 
branches  of  the  work  evenly.  As  one  line  of  activity  expands,  it  can 
do  so  only  at  the  expense  of  the  others. 
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BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

ADxMINISTEATIVE  AEEANGEMENTS 
As  from  the  1st  January,  1981,  the  Couueii  decided  that  the 
official  title  of  the  premises  should  be  the  Birkenhead  ALunicipal 
Hospital  instead  of  the  Birkenhead  Inhrinary  as  heretofore. 

Hr.  11.  A.  Grant,  B.li.C.lS.  (Edin.),  Medical  Superintendent,  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  hospital  throughout  the  year,  and  has  prepared 
all  the  statistics  relating  to  cases  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  a large  number  of  patients  have  been  treated  in 
the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  and  nearly  every  department  of 
the  Hospital  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  dealt  with. 
There  has  been  a very  large  increase  in  the  number  of  surgical  opera- 
tions carried  out  during  1984,  1,118  operations  having  been  performed 
as  compared  with  851  in  1988 ; an  increase  of  262. 

The  Health  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  follow- 
ing consultant  appointments: — Psychiatrist;  Laryngologist;  Ortho- 
paedic surgeon;  and  Obstetrical  surgeon.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
a^Jpointments  will  be  made  early  in  the  coming  year. 

The  Continuation  Clinic,  which  was  commenced  in  April,  1984, 
has  been  very  well  attended,  the  figures  being  as  follows: — 

Total  number  of  cases  from  1st  A2:>ril  to  the  end  of  the  year: — 

Birkenhead  922 

Wallasey  9 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  the  above: — 

Birkenhead  3450' 

Wallasey  49 

These  figures  are  significant  of  the  need  of  such  a clinic  at  the 
Hosifital,  and  the  j^rovision  of  this  service  has  been  instrumental  in 
keeping  down  the  average  stay  in  Hospital  per  patient  and  has  also 
reduced  overhead  costs. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  during  the  coming  year  many  of  the 
chronic  senile  ^oatients  in  the  Hospital  should  be  transferred  to  the 
Infirm  Wards  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee, 
thus  allowing  greater  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  patients 
who  really  require  hospital  care  and  nursing. 

The  maternity  block  has  been  overcrowded  during  the  year  and 
many  women  Jiave  been  unable  to  gain  admission  on  account  of  the 
small  number  of  beds  (21).  The  transference  of  chronic  senile 
jjatients  would  set  free  valuable  accommodation  which  could  be 
utilised  for  tlie  care  and  treatment  of  maternity  cases.  This  accom- 
modation would  not  only  l)e  available  for  those  actually  in  labour,  but 
a ward  could  be  set  aside  for  ])atients  to  be  treated  in  prior  to  their 
labour  cf)nimencing.  If  increased  maternity  accommodation  v/ere 
available  it  is  j^roliable  that  at  least  double  the  number  of  j^atients 
would  seek  admission  to  the  Hospital. 

During  the  year,  85  blood  transfusions  were  performed.  In  this 
cr^jinefdion  we  ari;  niucli  indebted  to  the  Merseyside  Blood  Trans- 
fusion Service's  ior  the  excellent  service  provided  by  them. 

Active  co-ojK!ratif)n  has  existed  tliroughout  the  year  between  the 
Ilosjutal  and  otlier  Institutions  under  tlie  control'  of  the  Health 
f ouiuiil  tcfj ; juid  tlie  devadofurient  of  the  work  of  the  Hospital  during 
flic,  jaist  year  j^roves  in  itself  tlie  very  advantageous  step  which  was 
taken  when  apj^ropriation  took  jJace  on  1st  April,  193'3. 
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TABLE  JTM.H.  1 

Admissions,  births,  discdiargcs  and  deaths,  1934 


Men 

Women 

ChiUlien 

Total 

111  Hospital  at  31st  Doceiiiber,  1933 

189 

149 

113 

451 

Admissions  : 

From  o^vll  homes  or  other  hospitals  

1284 

1699 

851 

3834 

From  Birkenhead  Public  Assistance  Institution 

48 

28 

18 

94 

From  Scattered  Homes  

— 

— 

18 

18 

Births  in  Hospital  

— 

— 

307 

307 

Total  cases  dealt  with  

1521 

1876 

1307 

4704 

Discharges  : 

To  own  homes  or  other  hospitals  

958 

1415 

1030 

3403 

To  Birkenhead  Public  Assistance  Institution  ... 

103 

72 

29 

204 

To  Scattered  Homes  

— 

— 

11 

11 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

303 

257 

no 

670 

Total  discharges  and  deatlis  

1364 

1744 

1180 

4288 

Cases  in  hospital,  31st  December,  1934  

157 

132 

127 

416 

TABLE  B.M.H.  2 
Surgical  Operations  carried  out,  1934 

^iajor  operations  performed  under  general 
anaesthesia  (excluding  tonsils  and  adenoids) 
Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids: — 

School  medical  service  ...  ...  ...  143 

Other .‘ 85 


Eye  operations 
Nasal  operations 


877 


228 

4 

4 


1113 


TABT.E  B.M.H.  3 
^Maternity  Cases  dealt  with,.  1934 


Total  No.  of 
women  dealt 
with 

Married 

1 

.Single 

Total  No.  of 
children 
dealt  with 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Birth.s 

Cases  dealt  with 

CO 

CO 

o 

294 

36 

336 

307 

29 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Fifty-eight  obstetrical  oi^erations  were  performed  during  1934 
as  against  38  in  1933. 


TABLE  ILM.H.  4 

X-ray  and  ultra  violet  ray  treatment,  1934 


X-ray  examinations  made  of: — 
Stomach 
Kidney 
Chest 

General  


235 

147 

854 

505 


1801 


GO 
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Patients  to  whom  sunlight  treatment  was  given  155 

Patients  to  whom  X-ray  treatment  was  given  75 

X-ray  films  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4444 

Patients  screened  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lOOO 


TABLE  B.M.H.  5 

Ophthalmic  examinations  and  treatment, 

1934 

Patients  seen 

562 

Attendances  made  by  patients 

644 

Spectacles  prescribed 

121 

Spectacles  not  prescribed 

441 

562 

Operations  performed  ...  

4 

TABLE  B.M.H.  6 

Massage,  electrical  and  remedial  exercises  treatment,  1934 


Patients  who  received  massage  treatment  ...  ...  68 

Patients  wlio  received  massage  and  electrical  treatment  20 
Patients  who  received  electrical  treatment  only  ...  46 
Patients  tested  for  electrical  reactions  ...  ...  ...  1 

Patients  treated  by  exercises  ...  ...  ...•;  ....  5 


140 


TABLE  B.M.H.  7 

Hental  treatment,  1934 

Patients  examined  ... 

Patients  treated;  for  extractions  ... 

679 

686 

for  scalings 

7 

686 

TABLE  B.M.H.  8 

Specimens  sent  to  Municipal  Laboratory, 

1934 

Bacteriological  specimens  ... 

3824 

Biochemical  specimens 

996 

Pathological  specimens 

979 

5,799 

The  total  number  of  specimens  forwarded  to  the  Municipal 
Laboratory  from  the  Hospital  showed  an  increase  of  1,055  over  the 
previous  year. 


TABLE  B.M.H.  9 
Examiiiai  ions  of  nursing  staff,  1934 


Nature  of  cxaiiiin.'itioii 

No.  of  Nurses 
who  sat 

No.  of  Nui.ses 
who  passed 

No.  of  Nurses 
who  failed 

}ie;(ister  Exaiiiijuition  of  Uciieral  Nui-siiio 
Connoil  

20 

1.5 

.5 

Ifo  pital  Final  Kxaniination  

18 

17 

1 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

ADMINISTEATIVE  AEEANGEMENTS 

Cases  of  mental  deficiency  fall  into  two  categories — 

(a)  Those  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 

1913  and  1927 ; for  these  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Com- 
mittee is  responsible. 

(b)  Those  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Education  Act,  1921 ; 

for  these  the  Education  Committee  is  responsible. 

CASES  COMING  WITHIN  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  MENTAL 
DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913  to  1927 

The  definition  of  cases  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Acts  was  given  in  full  in  my  report  tor  1930. 

During  the  past  year  17  new  cases  came  under  the  care  of  the 
^lental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee. 

5 cases  were  sent  to  institutions  by  judicial  orders. 

1 case  was  placed  under  supervision  pending  institutional 
vacancies  arising ; 1()  cases  were  placed  under  home  supervision ; 2 

cases  died  during  the  year ; 2 cases  were  discharged  from  institutions. 

10  first  visits  and  291  re-visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  mental 
defectives  b}*  the  Health  Nurses. 

At  the  end  of  1934  there  were  under  the  care  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  Committee  496  cases,  as  set  out  in  the  following  table: 
In  institutions  (placed  by  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  Committee  under  judicial  orders)  — 

Males  Females  Total 


Birkenhead  Institution  14  5 19 

Chester  Institution  .■  0 1 1 

Royal  Albert  Institution  (Lancaster)  ...  7 2 9 

The  Mary  Dendy  Home  (Cheshire)  ...  3 4 7 

Stoke  Park  Colony  (Bristol)  2 3 5 

Royal  Hostel  (Surrey)  1 0 1 

Whittington  Hall  (Chesterfield)  0 . 3 3 

Cranage  Hall  Certified  Institution)  ...  0 12  12 


27  30  57 


In  institutions  (placed  by  the  Birkenhead  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  or  by  parents ; 
not  under  judicial  order)  — 

Birkenhead  Institution,  etc 14 

Royal  Albert  Institution  (Lancaster)  ...  5 


19 

6 

25 

Rampton  State  Institution  (placed  by 

Board  of  Control — cases  which  have 
become  too  violent  for  retention  in 
ordinarv  institutions)  2 

2 

4 

19 

6 
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Under  home  supervision — Males  Females  Total 

(</)  Cases  discharged  from  institutions  ...  1 2 3 

\h)  Cases  which  should  be  in  institutions  30  22  58 

U')  Others  (including  ex- Special  School 

cases,  220  in  number)  211  135  346 

Under  Guardianship  *2  13 


250  160  410 

Total  298  198  496 


Scarcity  of  Institutional  accommodation. — From  the  above  table  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  are  at  the  present  time  58  cases  under  home 
supervision  awaiting  institutional  accommodation.  In  addition  there 
are  25  cases  in  institutions  for  whom  provision  should  be  made  by  the 
Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority.  These  are  cases  which  have  been 
placed  at  the  instance  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  parents, 
etc.  It  .will  be  noted,  therefore,  that  there  is  a total  of  83  cases  as  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1934  for  whom  institutional  accommodation  should 
be  provided  ; tlie  majority  of  the  cases  being  of  a low  grade  type. 

Eeference  has  been  made  in  previous  years  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  obtaining  accommodation  for  these  cases. 

Cranage  Hall  Certified  Institution  was  opened  in  1932  for  the 
reception  of  62  high  grade  feeble-minded  female  patients  over  the  age 
of  16  years  in  the  first  instalment  of  the  accommodation  to  be  provided 
at  the  Institution.  The  number  of  beds  allocated  to  Birkenhead 
patients  was  16.  12  Birkenhead  cases  were  in  the  Institution  at  the 

end  of  1934. 

Occupation  Centre. — The  provision  of  an  Occupation  Centre  in 
Birkenhead  for  mentally  defective  persons  has  received  consideration 
and  premises  have  been  acquired  for  the  purpose.  During  the  year, 
structural  alterations,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out  and  the  Centre  will 
l)e  opened  early  in  the  coming  year. 

CASES  DEALT  WITH  UNDEE  THE  EDUCATION  ACT,  1921 

The  definition  of  cases  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act  was  set  out  in  my  annual  report  for  1930. 

CASES  COMING  WITHIN  THE  PEOVISIONS  OF  THE 
BLIND  PEESONS  ACT,  1920 

The  following  classes  of  persons  are  included  in  the  category  of 
mental  defectives  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920: — 

Blind  persons  suffering  from  epilepsy,  fits  or  nervous  disability. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


GENEEAL  FACTS  EEGAEDING  BLIND  PEESONS  IN 
BIEKENHEAD 

Number  and  ages  of  blind  persons. — The  total  number  of  blind 
persons  in  Birkenhead  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  B)*20,  on  olst  December,  PJ34,  was  302  ; of  these  104  were  males 
and  138  females. 


Auo. 

.M. 

K. 

Total. 

tl — 5 

— 

1 

1 

o— U)  

4 

1 

5 

It)— 21  

i 

1 

8 

21—30  

If) 

() 

21 

30 — 10  

10 

0 

10 

40— oO  

21 

14 

35 

oO— GO  

21 

22 

43 

00—70  

42 

31 

73 

OverTO 

44 

53 

07 

164 

! 138  !!! 

302 

? ascertained  causes  of  blindness  ; 

are  as  follows: 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Cataract  onlv  

....  48 

33 

81 

Cataract  and  mvopia  .. 

4 

4 

8 

Cataract  and  glaucoma 

...  1 

2 

3 

Cataract  and  other  defects  7 

0 

10 

Glaucoma  onlv  

....  15 

15 

30 

Mvopia  onlv  

....  14 

17 

31 

C orneal  obstruction 

....  15 

22 

37 

Other  causes  

....  00 

30 

06 

164 

138 

302 

Blind  persons  who  are  otherwise  defective Forty-six  of  the 

blind  persons  on  the  register  were  liandicapped  in  addition  by  other 
physical  or  mental  defects: — 


Mentally  defective 
Deaf 

Deaf  and  dumb 

Otherwise  physically  defective 


M. 

F. 

Total 

0 

4 

10 

10 

. -- . 

3 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

0 

21 

32  ...  14  ...  AC, 


Children  under  16  years  of  age. — These  numbered  0;  4 boys  and 
2 eirls.  4 boys  and  1 ^:irl  were  attending  schools  for  the  blind  ; 1 girl 
was  in  a Sunshine  ITome  for  Blind  Children. 
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Conditions  as  regards  employment — The  following  table  shows  the 
position  of  blind  persons  in  the  area  over  the  age  of  16  with  reference 


to  employment: — 

M. 

E. 

Total. 

Employed 

...  18 

2 

20 

Trained  but  unemployed 

...  — 

3 

3 

Under  training 

...  9 

3 

12 

Not  trained,  but  ^^robably 
trainable 

...  6 

4 

10 

Probably  unemployable 

...  127 

..  124 

...  251 

160 

...  136 

...  296 

The  occupations  of  the  employed  blind  in  the  area  were  as 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Agents,  collectors,  etc. 

Basket  k cane  workers,  brush  makers. 

• 2 

— 

2 

mat  makers 

11 

1 

12 

Newsvendor 

1 

— 

1 

Timers 

2 

— 

2 

Miscellaneous 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

18 

2 

20 

Home  Teacher. — Miss  Gourlay  paid  1,150  visits  to  blind  persons, 
including  148  visits  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  Braille  or  Moon  and  50 
for  teaching  handicrafts. 

^Meetings  of  the  occupation  class  were  held  on  35  occasions. 

Three  social  evenings  were  arranged  at  the  North  Health  Clinic. 

Home  visiting  by  Health  Nurses. — The  Health  Nurses  paid  16 
first  visits  and  73  revisits  to  blind  persons  in  the  area. 

Financial  assistance  to  blind  persons At  the  end  of  the  year  190 

blind  persons  (109  males  and  81  females)  were  in  receipt  of  financial 
assistance  under  the  scheme  of  the  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind. 
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HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITATION 

ADM1N18TEAT1VE  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  housing  and  general  sanitary 
inspection  consisted,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  Chief  Inspector, 
one  housing  inspector,  and  eight  sanitary  inspectors. 

The  eight  sanitary  inspectors  are  required  to  devote  approximately 
half  their  time  to  the  work  of  housing  inspection. 


GENERAL 

Area  of  the  Borough. — The  area  of  the  Borough  (land  and  inland 
water)  is  8,598  statute  acres.  This  area  is  largely  built  over,  or  otlier- 
wise  occupied,  by  domestic  buildings,  docks,  factories,  railway  stations, 
and  sidings,  etc. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough The  approximate 

number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  descriptions  within  the  Borough, 
excluding  institutions,  on  81st  December,  1034,  was  81,760. 

Number  of  other  buildings  in  the  Borough — The  approximate 
number  of  other  buildings  within  the  Borough,  on  81st  December, 
1084,  was  5,552. 

New  dwellings  erected,  1921-1934.  — The  new  dwellings  erected  in 
the  Borough  between  the  date  of  the  1021  census  and  the  end  of  1084 
were  as  follows: — 

(1)  Between  the  date  of  the  1921  census  and  81st  December, 
1038— 

{a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Acts,  1910-1025 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  2841 

(ii)  B}’  other  l:)odies  or  persons  ......  600 

(5)  Other  1207 

4247 


(2)  During  1084 — 

(rt)  Witli  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Acts,  1010-1025 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  108 

(ii)  Bv  other  bodies  or  persons  0 

(70  Other  .’. 466 

664 


Total 


4011 


In  addition  to  the  above,  8 houses  were  converted  into  7 flats, 
makinj?  a further  nett  gain  of  4 houses. 

No  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  which  did  not  comply  with 
the  building  byelaws. 
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Uninhabited  property. — The  following  is  a return  of  uninhabited 
property  in  Birkenhead  on  the  31st  December,  1934: — 


1 

Private 

1 houses 

Shops 

Cottages 

Dock 

Cottages 

1 

Total 

Birkenhead  

49 

142 

60 

109 

Claiighton,  Oxton  and  Bidston  

21 

1 

164 

Tranmere,  Rock  Ferry,  Prenton, 
Landican  and  Thingwall  

149 

39 

... 

188 

Upton,  IVoodchurch,  etc 

55 

2 

57 

Total ' 

1 

395 

120 

3 

518 

The  total  uninhabited  and  unoccupied  property  on  31st  December 
1933,  was  485,  so  that  there  was  an  increase  of  33  at  the  end  of  1934 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


ADMINISTEATIVE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
HOUSING  AND  GENEBAL  SANITATION 

(rt)  Housing:  action  taken  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1934,  the 

following  work  was  carried  out  by  the  department  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts,  and  Eegulations: — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(Ij  (n)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  9670 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  40083 
'2)  (n)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Eegulations,  1925  1012 

{]))  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose..-.  13254 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  17 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  992 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices: — 

Number  oi  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  Ihcir  officers  11 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

A. — PrnaecdivfjH  v.nder  Fieefioris  17,  18  and  28  of  the 
JTousinrj  Art.  1080: 

(1)  Numl)cr  of  dwclling-liouses  in  respect  of  which 
]K)jiccH  were;  served  rccpiiring  repairs  


922 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(u)  By  owners  766 

{())  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedietl  4204 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices; — 

{a)  By  owners  3097 

(h)  Py  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  

C.  — Proceedi)uis  uiider  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  llousimi 

Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  2 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  - 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
bee'i  rendered  fit  — 

E — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — • 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices; — 

{a)  By  owners  — 

{h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  — 

F. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15,  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2 1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Oi'ders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 


houses  having  been  rendered  fit  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  r)rders  5 


Note. — Se^-tions  11  to  15  of  the  Housing  .\ct.  1025.  have  been 
repealed  by  the  Housing  A^t.  1030,  but  the  proviso  to  Section  64  of 
the  Act  of  10,30  continues  in  force  any  Closing  Orders  and  Demolition 
Orders  made  l)efore  the  operation  of  the  Ar  t (I5tb  August,  1030),  and 
houses  subject  to  those  Orders  must  continue  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  relative  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1025. 
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(b)  Housingi  actual  defects  in  domestic  dwellings  dealt  with  under 

(a)  above 

The  following  is  a summary  of  improvements  effected  at 
iwelling-liouses  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts. — 


General  Repairs — 

Koofs  repaired.  1091 

Chimney  stacks  pointed  or 

repaired  349 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  or 

renewed  574 

Down  spouts  repaired  or  re- 
newed   401 

Down  spouts  disconnected 

from  drains 15 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  ...2109 

Lighting  improved  45 

Yentiiation  improved  140 

Windows  repaired  645 

Xew  sash  cords  provided  ...1662 
IVindow  fasteners  renewed...  576 

Windows  made  to  open  278 

Firegrates  repaired  792 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ...  232 
Plastering  to  firegrates  re- 
paired   486 

Hearthstones  repaired  or  re- 
newed   189 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired 1336 

Skirting  boards  repaired  or 

renewed  257 

Wall  plaster  repaired  2144 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  861 

Walls  cleansed 321 

Ceilings  cleansed 220 

Doors  repaired 830 

Door  fasteners  repaired  or  re- 
newed   1133 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  278 
Sink  Avaste  pipes  repaired  ...  441 
Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  ...  113 
Washing  boilers  repaired  ...  324 
AVashing  boilers — new  i)ans 

provided  71 

Wa.shing  boilers — firegrates 

rejiaired  184 

Washingboilers — flues  repaired  90 
J)am})ness  I’cmedied  400 


N uisances  from  animals  abated  1 7 
Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  re- 


Yard  surfaces— proper  means 
of  diainage  }>rovided  


Sufficient  Avater  supply  pro- 
vided   15 

Drainage — 

NeAv  drains  constructed  30 

Old  drains  reconstructed 86 

Drains  repaired  198 

Drains  disconnected  from 

seAver  6 

Drains — inspection  chambers 

provided  5 

Drains  ventilated  14 

Drains  cleansed  732 


Self-cleansing  gullies  provided  49 

Number  of  excavations  made 
for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  condition  of  house 


drains  106 

Number  of  smoke  tests  ap- 
plied to  drains  of  houses 
reconstructed  under  the 
supervision  of  this  depart- 
ment   384 

Number  of  water  tests  applied 
to  drains  14 


Number  of  smoke  tests  ap- 
plied to  the  drains  of  new 
houses,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Borough  Engineer  and 


Surveyor’s  department  ...  578 
Water  closets — 

Roofs  repaired 446 

Walls  repaired 448 

New  basins  fixed 241 

Connections  repaired  522 

Cisterns  unpaired  or  reneAved.  248 

New  flush  pipes  fixed 30 

Provided  Avith  a sufficient 

supply  of  water  92 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  334 
Seats  re})aired  or  renewed...  104 
Ashpits — 

Provided  Avith  doors  7 

Abolished 392 

Ashbins  provided...  1417 

Miscet  laneous — 

(not  included  above)  1901 


14 
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{c)  Slum  Clearance  Schemes 

Slum  Clearance  Schemes. — On  the  29tli  1934,  an  inquiry 

was  held  hy  tlie  ^Minister  of  Health  witli  regard  to  20  clearance  areas, 
atfecting  424  houses  within  the  Horougli  wliich  had  been  scheduled 
under  Part  1 of  the  Mousing  Act,  1930,  on  the  representation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  inquiry  terniinated  on  the  8th  June. 

The  following  scliedule  gives  details  of  the  areas  dealt  with, 
showing  the  nninher  of  dwellings  and  other  buildings,  the  total  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  resnlts  of  the  inquiry. 

Clearance  orders  were  made  without  amendment  in  the  case  of 
17  out  of  the  20  areas,  and  details  of  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Minister  are  given  in  the  schedule. 

The  census  of  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  areas  shown 
in  the  schedule  was  taken  during  the  week  prior  to  the  submission  of 
the  Conncil's  Clearance  Area  schemes  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 
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{d)  Overcrowding 

Overcrowding. — Insanitary  dwellings,  and  the  steps  to  be  taken 
for  their  removal,  constitute  the  one  aspect  of  the  housing  problem ; 
overcrowding  is  the  other. 

Applications  from  tenants  living  under  conditions  of  grave  over- 
crowding are  constantly  being  received  by  the  Medical  Ohicer  of 
Health  for  alternative  accommodation. 

A few  illustrative  cases  may  be  quoted: — 

(tf)  IMan  and  wife  and  11  children,  ages  ranging  from  4 — ^24  years, 
share  a house  with  a relative.  The  premises  consist  of  8 bed- 
rooms and  2 living  rooms.  Husband  and  wife  and  9 children 
sleep  in  two  bedrooms  and  two  daughters  and  their  aunt  sleep 
in  the  other  bedroom. 

(b)  Man  and  wife  and  10  children  live  in  a three-roomed  house ; 2 
bedrooms  and  1 living  room.  Man  and  wife  and  3 daughters 
sleep  in  one  bedroom,  and  3 sons  sleep  in  the  other  bedroom.  The 
remaining  4 have  to  sleep  in  a house  adjoining  for  which  a rental 
has  to  be  paid. 

(c)  Man  and  wife  and  8 children,  ages  ranging  from  4 — 21  years,  live 
in  a 3-roomed  flat,  with  only  2 small  bedrooms  allowing  for  1 
bed  in  each  room.  Husband  and  wife  and  3 daughters  sleep  in 
one  bed,  and  3 daughters  and  2i  sons  in  the  other  bed. 

(d)  Man  and  wife  and  6 children,  ages  ranging  from  10 — 21  years, 
live  in  3 rooms  (2  bedrooms) . Husband  and  wife  and  2 sons 
age  18  and  15  years  slee^)  in  2 beds  in  1 bedroom,  and  4 daughters 
aged  10  to  21  years  sleep  in  the  other  room. 

(e)  IMan  and  wife  and  6 children,  ages  ranging  from  7 — 18  years, 

occupy  2 small  bedrooms,  1 living  room  and  scullery.  Husband 
and  wife  sleep  in  1 bedroom  and  4 sons  and  2 daughters  sleep  in 
the  other  room. 

(/)  Man  and  wife  and  6 children,  ages  ranging  from  6 — 21  years  live 
in  1 bedroom  and  a kitchen.  All  of  the  family  sleep  in  the 
Ijedroom. 

(g)  i\Ian  and  wife  and  6 children,  ages  ranging  from  3 — 20^  years, 
occupy  1 bedroom  for  living  and  sleeping  purposes.  They  are 
allowed  by  the  tejiant  to  share  the  kitchen  during  the  day. 

(/()  Man  and  wife  and  0 children,  ages  ranging  from  3 — ^20  years, 
o(rcnpy  two  rooms — l)asenient  kitchen  and  attic  bedroom.  All 
tlie  family  sleej)  in  the  attic  bedroom. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  legislation  whicli  is  to  be  introduced  during 
1935  will  enable  the,  ('oniicil  to  deal  (‘effectively  with  this  question  of 
overcrowding. 

(r)  General  sanitation  exclusive  of  housing 

riie  following  shows,  in  summarised  foi'in,  the  work  carried  out 
by  tin;  Sanitary  Insj)ec1ion  staff  in  connection  with  matters  other 
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tluiii  the  condition  of  domestic  dwellings: — 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  12 

•Number  of  smoke  nuisances  from  factory  and  other 

chimneys  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  — 

Number  of  schools  specially  examined  by  the  sanitary 

inspectors  46 

Number  of  cowsheds  inspected  47 

Number  of  inspections  of  dairies  and  milkshops  683 

Number  of  inspections  re  offensive  trades  318 

Number  of  sewer  ventilators  inspected  58 

Number  of  street  gullies  ins})ected  47 

Number  of  c-aravans  inspected  131 

Number  of  caravans  re-inspected  123 

Number  of  back  passages  inspected  269 

Number  of  investigations  regarding  the  kee])ing  of 

pigs,  fowls,  and  other  animals  90 

^Miscellaneous  ins])eetions  (not  included  above)  2515 


(/)  Theatres,  Music  Halls,  &c 

(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  120,  dated  25th  August,  1920) 

97  visits  were  made  to  theatres,  music  halls  and  other  places  of 
entertainment,  with  a view  to  ascertaining  whether  conditions  as  to 
ventilation,  structure  of  dressing  rooms,  kc.,  were  satisfactory. 

(g)  Rats  and  mice 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  district 
inspectors  under  the  provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 


Act.  1919:— 

No.  of  premises  inspected  299 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  484 

No.  of  notices  served  on  occupiers  267 

No.  of  notices  served  on  owners  178 

No.  of  premises  satisfactorily  dealt  with  281 

No.  of  ])remises  still  under  observation  or  where  work 
is  being  carried  out  18 


(//)  Inspection  of  lodging  houses,  &c 

During  the  year  the  inspector  of  common  lodging  houses,  &c 
paid  regular  visits  to  common  lodging  houses,  and  houses  let  in  lodgings 
and  to  the  Corporation  tenement  dwellings. 

Registered  common  lodging  houses  (11  in  number) ; 


Day  inspections  2722 

Night  insfiections  99 

Insanitary  conditions  rejjorted  and  dealt  with  28 

Ih.’-se-  1(4  in  lodgdngs  (333  in  number); 

Day  ins[»ections  2301 

Night  inspections  — 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  188 

Cor’ oration  tenement  dwellings  (132  in  number): 

Number  of  visits  3256 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  80 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

FACTOEY  AND  WOEKSHOP  ACTS,  1901  AND  1907 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  (s.  132) , requires  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  his  annual  report  to  the  Council  to  report 
specifically  on  the  administration  of  that  Act  in  workshops  and  work- 
places. The  following  is  a summary  of  the  w^ork  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

1. — Inspection  of  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 


Premises 

Inspections 

No.  of 

Written  notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factui'v  Laundiies)  

6 

1 

y 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

327 

4 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'preniises)... 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

337 

5 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 


No.  of  defects 

Number 

it  ef  erred 

of 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

21 

21 

— 

— 

.5 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 





6 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

31 

34 

— 

— 

Particular: 


Xuistnircs  under  the  Puhlic  HfaUh  .dcfa 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accoinniodation — 

Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  defective  

Not  separate  for  sexes  

Offences  untler  the  Factor n <i:  JVorkshops’Acts- 

II legal  occu))ation  of  underground  l)ake- 

house  (s,  101) 

Othf-r  offences  

(KxrlinlinK  offences  relating' to  outwork  and 
offenees  uinier  Mie  Sections  nientioiuHl  in  tlu 
Scfiefiiile  to  t he  .Ministry  of  Health  (Factorief 
aiul  Workshops  'I'nmsfer  of  Powers)  Order 

vm.) 

l'(jtal 


•Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Home  work.— Lists  were  received  from  employers  us  follows: — 
From  employers  sending  twice  in  the  year — 4 lists  (9  workmen) . 
From  employers  sending  once  in  the  year — 3 lists  contractors, 
7 workmen) . 

In  each  case  the  work  handled  was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
Registered  workshops. — The  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 


the  year  were; — 

Bakehouses  54 

Confectioners  50 

Boot  repairers  35 

Cabinet  making  and  upholstery  18 

Dressmaking  ,, 16 

Millinery  7 

Tailoring  21 

Laundries  18 

Joinery  and  carpentry  17 

Saddlery  and  harness  making  0 

Smiths  8 

Wagon  repairers  4 

]\Iotor  and  cycle  repairers  11 

Other  workshops  30 


295 


Other  matters. 

Workshops  removed  from  the  register  21 

New  workshops  opened  and  placed  on  register  6 

Underground  bakehouses  discontinued  — 

Number  of  underground  bakehouses  on  the  register 

at  the  end  of  the  year  20 

Instances  of  failure  to  affix  abstract  dealt  with  — 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  13  visits  were  made. 
At  the  time  of  these  visits  the  rag  flock  being  used  or  stored  on 
the  premises  was  to  all  appearance  in  a satisfactory  condition;  no 
samples  were,  therefore,  taken  for  the  purpose  of  analysis. 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908,  AND  ORDERS,  1909 

\ isits  were  made  to  3 shops  and  premises  in  the  Borough,  in 
which  insecticides  containing  poison  were  likely  to  be  kept  for  sale, 
but  no  infringement  of  the  Act  was  reported. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  aiuount  of  propaganda  undertaken  during  the  year  was  again 
very  restricted  ; a total  of  6 lectures  only  (of  which  all  but  one  were 
given  by  members  of  the  staff)  being  given.  Films  were  shown  at 
tlie  North  Health  Clinic  to  720  children  attending  schools  in  the 
vicinity. 

Preliminiary  negotiations  took  place  during  the  year  between  the 
various  Local  Authorities  in  Cheshire,  Insurance  Committees,  other 
statutory  bodies  and  voluntary  organisations,  with  a view  to  the 
formation  of  a Joint  Committee  to  be  called  “ The  Cheshire  Joint 
Committee  for  Health  Education  ” for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a 
scheme  of  Health  Education  and  Propaganda  for  the  County  of 
Cheshire,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  in  the  coming  year,  the  Committee 
will  come  into  being. 


Maternity  and  chitd  welfare 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


AD.MINISTHATIVE  AUHANGEMENTS 

Infant  welfare  and  postnatal  elinies  are  held  ^at  Hamilton  Square, 
iNiount  Grove,  the  North  Health  Glinie  in  Park  Poad  West,  and  the 
South  Health  tMinit*  in  Ikalford  Avenue.  The  Hainilton  Square  Clinic 
was  opened  in  Ihlh  : the  Mount  Gi-ove  Cdinic  in  1928  ; the  North  Health 
Clinic  at  the  end  of  1929;  and  the  South  Health  Clinic  in  Hecember 
of  this  year. 

Staff  .—d  1 le  executive  staff  enoaged  on  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work  at  the  end  of  the  year  c'onsisted  of  Hr.  Deacon  (Hamilton 
Sipiare  antenatal  and  ]K)stnatal  (dinics)  ; Dr.  Williams  (North  ante- 
natal and  ])ostnatal  clinics)  ; Dr.  Sandilands  (Mount  Grove  postnatal 
clinic)  : and  ]fr.  Hodgson  (South  postnatal  clinic). 

Dr.  iMary  Deacon  continued  to  act  as  Inspector  of  Midwives  and 
iMiss  E.  A.  Smith  as  Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

In  addition  to  the  ])art-time  services  of  the  Chief  Health  Nurse 
and  the  whole-time  servic-es  of  the  Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives, 
the  equivalent  of  the  whole  time  of  eight  nurses  was  available  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare  work  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES 

Work  under  this  section  is  concerned  with  the  administration  of 
the  iMidwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Acts,  1902  to  1926  ; the  visiting 
of  the  homes  of  midwives,  inspecting  their  instruments,  etc.,  advising 
them  on  the  details  of  their  work  and  on  their  duties  as  set  out  in  the 
above  Acts,  and  in  the  rules  issued  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Number  of  midwives. — During  the  year  1934,  69  midwives  (ex- 
cluding those  on  the  staff  of  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital — 19 
in  number)  entered  their  names  on  the  local  register  as  practising  in 
the  Borough.  3 midwives  left  the  district;  2 died;  and  1 ceased  to 
practise. 

Of  the  69  midwives,  65  were  trained  and  4 untrained. 

- Number  of  cases  attended  by  mid  wives. — The  cases  attended  by 
midwives  alone  (no  doctor  being  in  attendance)  numbered  2,172; 
over  three-quarters  of  the  total  births  in  the  Borough. 

Visits  of  inspection. — The  Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives  paid 
114  quarterly  and  12  special  visits  of  insj^ection.  She  aso  paid  145 
visits  to  the  h'  mes  of  midwives,  but  was  unalile  to  obtain  access. 

Interviews  in  office. — 41  interviews  between  midwives  and  the 
A^vistant  Ins))e('tor  of  Midwives  took  place  during  the  year. 

Caises  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  in  practice  of 

midwives 7 cases  of  [)uerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  were 

invest  igat>*d. 

Cases  requiring  medical  help. — 529  cases  were  notified  by  midwives 
in  wliich  medi'-al  aid  had  been  called  in,  as  against  381  last  year.  465 
visits  were  nnule  regarding  cases  requiring  medical  help. 
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Notifications  received  from  midwives. — 32  cases  of  stillbirths  were 
notified  ; 9 cases  were  notified  of  infants  receiving  artificial  feeding ; 
2 cases  were  notified  in  which  a death  had  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
a midwife. 

Supply  of  silver  nitrate  to  midwives. — Supplies  of  a colloid 

preparation  of  silver  nitrate  are  issued  to  midwives  at  cost  price.  One 
request  was  made  for  this  during  the  year. 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum. — 9 cases  w^ere  notified  during  the  year. 


Xotilied 

Treated 

Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Deaths 

at  home 

ill  ho.spital 

unimpaired 

impaired 

blindness 

9 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Employment  of,  or  subsidy  to,  practising  mid  wives  by  the  local 
authority. — No  practising  midwives  (except  those  on  the  staff  of  the 
^Municipal  Hospital)  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Birkenhead 
Local  Supervising  Authority. 


HOME  VISITING  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHEES,  MOTHEES,  AND 
YOUNG  CHILDEEN 

Home  visiting. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  paid  by 
the  health  nurses  in  connection  with  expectant  mothers,  mothers,  and 
young  children: — 

2374  routine  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants. 

5637  routine  revisits  were  paid  to  infants  under  1 year. 

14203  routine  visits  were  paid  to  children  over  I year  and 
under  5 years  old. 

16  first  visits  and  2 revisits  were  paid  in  connection  with 
the  investigation  of  stillbirths. 

7 cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  visited  and  kept 
under  supervision. 

147  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

38  revisits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

108  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  deaths  of  infants. 

1427  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  miscellaneous 
matters. 

2875  visits  were  made  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtained. 


POSTNATAL  CLINICS 

At  the  cud  of  the  year  the  ])Ostnatal  clinics  were  being  held  as 
follows: — 

Hamilton  Sfjuare  clinic:  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons. 
2 to  5 p.rn. 

Sonfh  clinio:  TiiCisOny  and  Thursday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 
Mount  Grove  clinic:  Friday  afternoon,  2 to  5 p.m. 

North  rlinic:  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  2 to  5 

p.m. 
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The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  done  at  the 
clinics  during  the  year: — 


llaniilton  Sij. 
(i)S  ses.sioiis) 

S.)uth 

(lO'i  Sessions) 

Mount  (trove 
(.')0  sessions) 

North 

(101  se.ssions) 

1st 

vi.sits 

Ry- 

visits 

1st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

1st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

1st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

Attomlineos  iiunle  by  infants 
umlor  1‘2  months  

255 

4953 

254 

3331 

157 

1990 

313 

4345 

Atttaulances  made  by  chi]<hvn 
aijoil  1 — 2 years 

9 

564 

16 

623 

10 

381 

13 

829 

Atteiuianees  made  by  ehildren 
ai^i'd  2—.')  years 

11 

158 

41 

328 

10 

194 

27 

645 

Examinations  of  ehildren  by 
Doetor 

272 

2867 

334 

2536 

176 

1130 

355 

3082 

Voluntary  workers. — I have  again  to  express  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  services  given  at  the  various  clinics  by  voluntary  workers, 
who  gave  up  a great  deal  of  their  time  for  this  purpose. 


Supply  of  Milk. — Dried  milk  was  sold  at  the  clinics  to  suitable  cases. 

During  the  year  supplies  of  milk  w'ere  given  free  under  the  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1921,  to 
181  nursing  mothers  and 
360  children 
and  at  a small  charge  to 
288  expectant  mothers 

Milk  is  given  only  to — 

(a)  Nursing  mothers  who  are  actually  suckling  their  children  ; 
{h)  Expectant  mothers  in  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy  ; 
(r)  Children  up  to  nine  months  whose  mothers  are  unable 
to  nurse  them  ; 

and  to  these  only  w’hen  the  doctors  at  the  clinics  have  satisfied  them- 
selves. by  medical  examination  of  the  cases  on  whose  behalf  the 
applications  have  been  made,  that  the  supply  is  essential  on  grounds 
of  health. 


ANTENATAL  CLINICS 

Antenatal  clinics  were  held  throughout  the  year,  twice  weekly 
(Tuesday  morning  0.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and  Thursday  afternoon  2 
to  r>  p.m.)  at  Hamilton  Square,  and  once  w’eekly  (Monday  afternoon 
2 to  .>  p.m.)  at  the  North  Clinic.  Clinics  were  held  on  148  occasions; 
the  numl)er  of  ]>atients  dealt  with  being  940  H of  these  made  two 
separate  series  of  attendances  during  the  year)  and  the  total  number 
of  attendances  made  being  3,433.  Df  this  total  169  ]){itients  carried 
over  from  1933  made  385  attendances. 

Condition  with  regard  to  pregnancy. — The  condition  w'ith  regard 
to  j.reLmancv  of  tlie  771  new  cases  .at  the  time  of  their  first  visit  w'as 
as  follows: — 

(r>‘  184  were  in  their  first  i>regnancy. 
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(/>)  494  were  in  their  second  or  subsequent  pregnancy  (138 

of  these  patients  had  attended  the  clinic  during  a 
previous  ])regnancy ; 68  during  two  previous  preg- 
nancies ; 27  during  three  previous  j^regnancies ; 11 
during  four  previous  pregnancies  ; 5 during  five  pre- 

vious pregnancies  ; and  2 during  six  previous  preg- 
nancies) . 

(c)  93  were  not  pregnant. 

Abnormalities. — The  abnormalities  or  diseases  found  to  be  present 
in  the  new  cases  who  attended  the  clinics  during  1934  were  as  follows: 


(a)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinics  in  their  first  pregnancy 


Abnormality  or  disease 

Nt).  of  cases 

Cardiac  disease  

3 

Albuminuria 

8 

Venereal  diseases 

9 

Varicose  veins 

3 

Other  defects  

3 

(6)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinics  in  their  second  < 
pregnancy 

or  subsequent 

Al)normality  or  disease 

No.  of  cases 

Venereal  diseases  

26 

Varicose  veins  

Albuminuria 

10 

4 

Tuberculosis  

2 

Cardiac  disease  

Bronchitis  

13 

5 

Ectopic  gestation 

1 

Placenta  praevia  

1 

Other  defects  

5 

Progress  of  pregnancies. 

(1)  lYeiv  cases. 

(rf)  Of  the  184  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy 
141  were  delivered  l^efore  the  end  of  1934,  having  69 
boys  and  72  girls  (including  1 stillborn  child). 

4 left  the  district. 

39  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

(//)  of  llie  491  woiiKni  who  had  had  previous  pregnancies  325 
were  delivereal  before  the  end  of  the  year,  having  164 
bf>ys  and  11)7  girls  (including  (i  sets  of  twins  and  11 
stillborn  cliildren). 
ir>  bad  misc'.arriages. 

1)  hd't  the  district. 

1 11  wcr(*.  not  deliverc'd  Ix'fore  tli(‘  (mkI  of  the  year, 

1 worraan  died. 
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(2)  Cases  carried  forward  from  1933  (169  paiieuts). 

Of  the  ,*;8  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy  32 
were  delivered  during  the  year,  haAong  Id  boys  and  13 
girls  (iiudnding  1 stillbirth). 

6 left  the  district. 

(h)  Of  the  131  women  wlio  liad  had  ])revions  pregnancies  113 
were  delivered  during  the  year,  having  00'  hoys  and  53 
girls. 

2 had  miscarriages. 

0 left  the  district. 

7 were  not  pregnant. 

1 had  a rn])tnred  ectopic  gestation. 

1 had  foetus  removed. 

Attendances  at  clinics, — Below  are  set  out  the  details  of 
atfendances  at  the  clinics: — 

HAMILTON  SQUARE  CLINIC 
(100  Sessions). 


First 

prefjnancy 

1 .Sub.sequent 
pregnancy 

Non- 

pregnajit 

From  1933 

Total 

Cases  

123 

33.5 

72 

106 

636 

Attendances 

Xiiinber  of  indivi- 
dual women  wlio 

511 

1493 

133 

220 

2357 

attended  

— 

— 

— 

— 

636 

NORTH  CLINIC 
(48  Sessions.) 


First 

pregnancy 

Snb.sequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

pregnant 

From  1933 

Total 

Cases 

61 

159 

21 

63 

304 

Attendances 

Xnniber  of  indivi- 

28 

631 

52 

165 

1076 

dual  women  who 
attended 

— 

— 

— 

— 

303 

As  lias  been  stated  above,  1 woman  made  a second  series  of 
attendances  during  the  year;  she  was  found  to  be  not  pregnant. 


Maternity  outfits. — 1 outfit  was  lent  out  and  returned  during 
the  vear. 

ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT  TREATMENT 

Artificial  sunlight  treatment  was  given  to  cases  attending  at  the 
North  Health  Clinic.  07  sessions  were  held  during  the  year.  22  cases 
attended  for  the  first  time,  a total  of  210  attendances  being  made; 
Ur.  Williams  was  in  charge  of  this  work. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  names  of  02  children  were  entered  on 
the  regi-t*'!*  in  accordam-e  with  the  provisions  of  Section  05  of  the 
Children  and  Young  Persons  Act.  1032,  as  having  been  taken  by 
persons  to  keep  for  reward.  11  fdiildren  were  in  St.  Faith’s  Home,  15 
in  Christ  Church  Home,  8 in  All  Saints’  Home,  and  28  in  charge  of 
foster  [«arents  at  ]»rivate  dwellings. 

The  Health  Nurses  paid  57  first  visits  and  410  revisits  to  tbe.se 
children. 
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OTHER  PROVISION  MADE  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

Cases  dealt  with  at  Maternity  Hospital — During  the  year  13  cases 
were  admitted  into  the  Maternity  Hospital  under  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  ; the  number  of  bed  days  being  267. 

Cases  dealt  with  by  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society.— 

During  the  year  the  Society’s  nurses  paid  738  visits  to  42  cases,  under 
the  agreement  between  the  Society  and  the  Corporation.  In  addition 
698  visits  were  paid  to  66  cases  in  children  under  5 years  of  age  not 
included  in  the  agreement. 

Cases  of  confinements  attended  by  medical  practitioners. — In  299 

cases  where  doctors  were  called  in  to  difficult  cases  of  confinement  the 
doctors’  fees  were  paid  by  the  Corporation  under  the  provisions  of  the 
jMidwives  Act,  1918.  Recovery  of  the  full  amount  of  fees  paid  was 
made  in  oO  cases,  and  of  part  in  9 cases. 

Temporarily  necessitous  cases  attended  by  midwives.  — In  18,5 
cases  where  midwives  attended  temporarily  necessitous  cases  of  con- 
finement the  midwives’  fees  w^ere  paid  by  the  Corporation  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918.  Recovery 
of  fee  was  made  in  2 cases,  and  of  half  fee  in  3 cases. 


AGENCIES  ASSISTED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

The  Corporation  gives  financial  support  to  certain  institutions, 
etc.,  for  general  services  rendered  in  connection  with  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association — Arrange- 
ments are  made  by  this  Association  to  send  children  to  convalescent 
homes,  and  to  provide  massage  treatment  for  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis,  etc.  During  the  year  1934,  26  children  were  sent  to  conval- 
escent homes  by  the  Association. 

St.  Faith’s  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies. — Here  accommodation 
is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children — 22  cots  for 
babies  and  14  beds  for  mothers.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the 
Home  during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 


Expectant  mothers  22 

Babies  16 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital. — There  are  29  beds  provided  at 
Ihe  liospital,  including  3 isolation  and  2 labour  beds.  The  number  of 
oases  admitted  during  the  year  was  479. 

4 beds  are  ])rovided  for  delicate  babies.  23  babies  were  admitted 
during  the  year. 

At  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic  held  in  connection  with 
the  hoSj)ital  the  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year: — 

Antenfitnl  clinic:  1st  visits  532;  Revisits  2,259. 

Postnatal  clinic:  children  under  1 year — 

1st  visits  293;  Revisits  2,134. 
children  1 — 5 years — 

1st  visits  — ; Revisits  94. 
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St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent. — At  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
clinic  he]d  here  in  connection  with  this  Institution  the  following 
attendances  were  made  during  the  year — 

Antenatal  clinic:  li?t  visits  48;  Kevisits  57. 

Postnatal  clinic  : c-hildren  under  1 year — 

1st  visits  152  : Itevisits  940'. 
children  1 — 5 years — 

1st  visits  25  ; Eevisits  643. 

Financial  assistance — The  grants  made  by  the  Corporation  to  the 
above  voluntary  associations  ])roviding  maternity  and  child  welfare 
services  under  section  lOl  of  the  Local  Covermiient  Act  1929  are  as 


follows: — 

£ 

Birkenliead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  40 

St.  Faith’s  Home  for  IMotliers  and  Babies  650 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital — 

{a)  Hospital  treatment  of  delicate  babies  100 

{h)  Infant  Welfare  Centre  90 

(c)  District  midwifery  22 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent 50 


AGENCIES  NOT  PEOVIDED  OE  ASSISTED  BY  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHOEITY 

Other  agencies  whose  work  in  Birkenhead  touches  the  welfare  of 
mothers  and  infants,  but  which  are  not  provided  or  assisted  by  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation,  are  the  following: — 

The  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital. 

The  Charity  Organisation  Society. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  Gynaecological  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital. 


NUESING  HOMES 

2 applications  for  registration  (one  of  which  was  not  granted) 
were  made  during  the  year. 

No  orders  were  made  cancelling  registration. 

Applications  were  received  and  granted  for  exemption  from 
registration  from  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital,  the  Birkenhead 
and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital,  and  the  Birkenhead  Maternity 
Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  Nursing  Homes  registered  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  14. 


MATEENAL  MOETALITY 

During  1934.  13  women,  ordinarily  resident  in  Birkenhead,  died 
iroin  causes  assoeiated  with  ])regnancy  and  childbirth. 
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This  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  4.90  per  1,000  births  (living 
and  still) , as  compared  with  a rate  of  4.41  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows: — 

Puerperal  haemorrhage  G 

Puerperal  sepsis  2 

Other  accidents  of  childbirth  1 

Other  puerperal  conditions  4 

All  these  deaths  were  investigated  by  the  medical  staff  of  the 
department,  confidential  reports  being  sent  to  the  ^Ministry  of  Health. 
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HEALTH  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

Staff. — The  Medical  Staff  engaged  in  carrying  out  School  Medical 
Service  duties  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  Dr.  Deacon,  ])r. 
Williams,  Dr.  Ditchie  and  Dr.  Hodgson  ; the  last-named  being  engaged 
on  part-time  duty. 

^Ir.  r.  Wilson  Smith,  l.d.s..  Dental  Surgeon,  and  Miss  E.  M. 
Warlow,  L.D.S.  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Walch,  l.d.s.,  Assistant  Dental 
Surgeons,  have  been  responsible  for  dental  inspection  and  treatment 
throughout  the  year. 

Co-ordination. — All  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  (with 
the  exception  of  ]^r.  Hodgson)  are  also  iVssistant  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  and  co-ordination  between  the  school  medical  services  and  the 
other  health  services  provided  by  the  Corporation  is  tlius  very  close, 
so  far  as  staff’  is  concerned. 

School  Hygiene. — The  premises  of  all  public  elementary  schools, 
are  inspected  annuall}’  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 
Attention  is  directed  particularly  to  tlie  condition  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences,  lavatories,  cloakrooms  and  playgrounds ; and  to  the 
adequacy  of  ventilation  and  lighting.  The  Director  of  Education 
is  furnished  with  copies  of  these  reports  (and  of  those  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors)  so  that  any  necessary  action  may  be  taken. 

Holiday  camps. — 263  children  whom  the  head  teachers  had  selected 
as  being  suitable  cases  to  attend  the  fortnight’s  school  camp  held  at 
Dyserth  in  INlay  were  medically  examined.  After  numerous  re- 
examinations, and  treatment  of  skin  conditions  in  a number  of  children 
by  the  Health  Nurses,  212  were  eventually  passed  as  medically  fit, 
and  attended  the  camp.  Two  Health  Nurses  stayed  at  the  camp  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  first-aid  or  carrying  out  any  necessary  treatment 
for  minor  ailments. 

36  children  attending  the  Claughton  Eoad  Council  School,  all  of 
whom  were  passed  as  medically  fit,  spent  twO'  weeks  in  June  in  camp 
near  Prestatyn. 

Physical  training. — Organised  Physical  Training  finds  a place  on 
tlie  time  table  of  each  school,  elementary  and  secondary,  under  the 
control  of  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

The  physical  training  in  the  elementai-y  schools  is  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  the  Jjoard  of  Education  lievised  Syllabus  of 
Physical  Training  for  Schools  (1033)  and  in  each  school  the  necessary 
equipment  has  been  provided  by  tlie  Education  Committee.  Where 
there  are  school  halls  the  equipment  for  seniors  includes  balance 
benches,  vaulting  boxes,  beating  boards,  mats,  etc.  In  addition,  the 
schools  have  equipment  for  organised  games:  football,  cricket,  net 
ball,  etc. 


86 


Health  of  school  children 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
(A)  Inspection 

Number  of  elementary  schools  and  school  children The  number 

of  elementary  schools  in  the  borough  is: 

Council  Schools  21 

Voluntary  Schools  22  Total  43 

The  recognised  accommodation  of  these  schools  was  : 

Council  Schools  16,619 

\'oluntary  Schools  11,861  Total  28,480 

The  average  number  of  scholars  on  the  rolls  was  : 

Council  Schools  13,212 

Voluntary  Schools  9,415  Total  22,627 

The  average  attendance  was: 

Council  Schools  11,903 

Voluntary  Schools  8,387  Total  20,290 

Children  inspected.)— The  following  elementary  school  children 

were  medically  inspected  during  the  year: 


1.  At  Routine  Inspections  4701 

2.  At  Special  Ins])ections  in  the  ordinary  schools  170 

3.  At  Routine  Inspections  at  the  Claughton  Road  Council 

School  68 

4.  Candidates  for  School  and  Holiday  Camps  315 

5.  As  prospective  entrants  to  the  Birkenhead  Institute, 

the  Girls’  Secondary  School,  Park  High  School, 


Rock  Ferry  High  School,  Higher  Tranmere  High 
School  for  Girls,  The  Convent  Secondary  School, 
St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College  and  the  Catholic 


Institute  446 

6.  Under  the  Employment  of  Cliildren  Bye-laws  59 

Total  5759 


Re-examination  of  defective  children During  the  year  1,915 

re-examinations  of  defective  children  were  made  in  the  schools  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

Co-operation  of  parents,  teachers  and  others Parents  attended 

at  the  examination  of  3,668  (74.6  per  cent)  of  the  4,701  children 

dealt  witli  at  routine  inspections. 

Attendance  of  parents  at  these  examinations  still  continues  to  be 


satisfactory: 

Year 

1925 

Percentage 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

19:10 
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A considerable  number  of  children  is  referred  to  the  various 
clinics  for  examination,  and  any  necessary  treatment,  by  teachers, 
school  attendance  officers  and  such  voluntary  agencies  as  hospitals 
and  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association 

Yaccination. — In  the  ordinary  inspections  children  were  examined 
as  to  vaccination  marks.  Of  tlie  4,701  children  examined 

1-US  (30.8%)  showed  no  marks. 

■3(k^8  (43.1%)  showed  one  mark. 

350  ( 7.0%)  showed  two  marks. 

102  ( 2.2%)  showed  three  marks. 

707  (10.3%)  showed  four  or  more  marks. 

The  following  figures  show  the  percentage  of  children  examined 
3’ear  by  year  during  the  last  ten  years  who  were  found  to  have  been 


vaccinated: 

Year  Percentage 

1925  77.1 

1926  76.6 

1927  78.6 

1928  79.3 

1929  77.9 

1930  76.8 

1931  76.1 

1932  74.6 

1933  73.1 

1934  69.2 


Height  and  weight. — ^^]3elow  is  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  children  comprising  the 
groups  examined  during  the  course  of  routine  inspections: 


1 

Group 

1 

! 

Height 

Weigh 

Boys 

Girls 

1 

Boys 

Girls 

No.  Ft. 

Ins. 

No. 

Ft. 

In.s. 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

Entrants 

1203  3 

6-79 

1132 

3 

6-51 

1214 

2 

13-12 

1129 

2 

13‘63 

Intermediates  .. 

647  4 

0-24 

I 547 

3 

11-76 

648 

3 

12-02 

549 

3 

10-69 

Leavers , 

1 

1 367  4 

1 1 

7-60 

i 483 

i 

4 

1 

8-91 

363 

r, 

5 04 

467 

5 

8-33 

Infectious  diseases — Enquiry  was  made  at  each  inspection  as  to 
the  infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children  had  suffered  in  the 
past.  The  information  elicited  is  summarised  in  Table  S 6. 

Particulars  of  all  cases  of  the  important  infectious  diseases  are 
supplied  to  the  School  Attendance  Superintendent,  so  that  regulations 
with  regard  to  quarantine,  etc.,  may  be  enforced. 

In  the  event  of  several  cases  of  diphtheria  having  occurred  among 
■ •hildren  attending  the  same  class,  swabbing  of  the  throats  of  the  other 
children  by  the  health  nurses  is  carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine, 
and  bir.logical  virulence  tests  are  made. 


88 


Health  of  school  children 


Defects  found  requiring  medical  or  dental  treatment.— Of  the 

4,871  c'liildren  inspected  at  routine  and  special  inspections,  478  were 
found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  attention.  The  defects  found 
ere  as  follov  s . Code  special 

Groups  Cases 

Malnutrition  — 1 

Skin  Diseases 

Scabies  3 1 

Impetigo  ^ ^ 

Other  diseases 9 1 


Eye  Defects 

Defective  vision  and  squint 
External  eye  disease  

Ear  Defects 

Defective  hearing  

Ear  disease  


189  Si- 
ll 8 


- 3 

19  3 


Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

Enlarged  tonsils  3;i  10 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  12  — 

Adenoids  3 — 

Other  defects  a a 

Teeth  Defects  84  5 

Heart  and  Circulation 

Functional  11  2 

Oth&r  Defects  or  Diseases  36  16 


A full  statement  regarding  the  defects  found,  setting  out  the 
number  of  defective  children,  is  given  in  Table  S 2.  In  Table  S 5 the 
defective  children  are  classified  according  to  the  schools  attended. 

Particulars  of  the  treatment  provided  for  certain  of  these  defects 
are  given  in  the  succeeding  section. 


Malnutrition. — The  cause  of  malnutrition  in  any  one  case  may 
be  underfeeding,  or  faulty  feeding,  or  both,  or  possibly  neither. 
Though  there  are  few  children  recorded  as  showing  marked  signs  of 
malnutrition,  it  is  highly  probable  that  there  is  a large  number  whose 
diet  is  inadequate  in  quantity  or  unsuitable  in  quality.  The  effects 
of  continuous  underfeeding  are  cumulative,  and  may  be  expected  to 
reveal  themselves  in  an  impaired  resistance  to  disease  and  a general 
physical  unfitness  in  later  life. 


(B)  Treatment 

I lie  parents  or  guardians  of  all  children  found  at  routine  exam- 
inations to  be  defective  are  informed  immediately  of  the  need  for 
medical  advice  or  treatment  and  are  urged  to  consult  their  family 
doctors  regarding  the  defects  in  question.  They  are  later  visited  at 
their  homes  by  the  Health  Nurses,  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
making  }>eriodical  re-oxarninations  in  the  schools  to  ascertain  what 
ardion  has  been  taken. 

During  Ihc  yjasi  ycai’  I he  Ilealih  Nurses  paid  1,U)0  visits  to  the 
honu's  of  defective  fdiiklren  in  connection  with  “ following  up  ” — 882 
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first  visits  and  284  re-visits;  and  1,915  rc-examinations  of  defective 
children  were  made  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers.  In  addition, 
the  Nurses  paid  39  special  visits. 

Treatment  of  children  found,  at  medical  inspections  held  during 
1934,  to  be  suffering  from  defects  which  required  medical  attention. — 

As  has  be,en  stated  above,  478  out  of  4,871  children  examined  at 
routine  and  specdal  inspections  in  elementary  schools  during  1934  were 
found  to  bo  suffering  from  defects  requiring  medical  attention.  348 
children  received  treatment  before  the  end  of  the  year  for  defects  found 
during  this  and  the  preceding  year. 

Detads  of  the  various  types  of  ailment  treated  will  be  found  in 
Table  S 4. 

Treatment  at  the  Eye  Clinic. — Children  who  were  found  by  the 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  to  require  spectacles,  and  whose  parents 
were  not  in  a position  to  secure  the  necessary  attention  privately, 
were  seen  at  the  Eye  Clinic  by  Dr.  Williams. 

The  large  number  of  re-examinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
is  worthy  of  note.  A certain  proportion  of  these  cases  attended  on 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Williams  given  at  the  Eye  Clinic  or  of  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  at  routine  inspections  in  schools ; but  a large 
number  was  brought  by  parents  of  their  own  initiative  for  the  purpose 
of  having  glasses  repaired,  or  because  they  appreciated  the  importance 
in  certain  types  of  visual  defect  of  periodical  re-examination. 

Care  is  taken  to  secure  that,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  without  any 
elaborate  system  of  investigation,  only  those  parents  who  are  not  in  a 
position  to  obtain  private  attention  to  their  children’s  eyes  are  allowed 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  provided  at  the  clinic. 

During  the  year  401  new  cases  were  examined,  633  children 
attended  for  re-examination,  and  452  pairs  of  spectacles  were  supplied. 
The  total  cost  of  all  the  spectacles  which  were  ordered  during  the 
year  (including  those  ordered  for  secondary  school  children)  was 
I'lll  2s.  5d.,  of  which  thq  parents  were  required  to  pay  £93  19s. 
The  total  sum  collected  during  the  year  (including  arrears  from 
previous  years)  was  £91  14s.  7.d. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visual  defects  of  new  cases  for 
whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  during  the  year  : 

First  Eye  Second  Eye 

Hypermetropia  llypermetropia  97 

Hypermetropia  Myopic  astigmatism  1 

Hyf-ermetropia  Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ..  7 

Hyijermetropic  astigmatism  Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ..  03 

Hypermetrorac  astigmatism  Mixed  astigmatism  3 

Mv  'pia  Myopia  65 

Myo]  ia  Normal  7 

Myopia  .Myopic  astigmatism  3 

Myopic  astigmatism  .Myopic  .astigmatism  10 

Myopic  astigmatism  MixeO  .astigmatism  4 

Mixed  astigmatism  .Mixed  .astigmatism  2 


2^2 
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126  children  who  were  submitted  to  refraction  were  found  to  be 
emmetropic  and  not  in  need  of  spectacles. 


The  following  conditions  were  also  recorded  among  the  new  cases 
who  attended  the  clinic  : 


Corneal  nebulse  

Nystagmus  

Coloboma  of  choroid 

Optic  atrophy  

Congenital  cataract  . 

Injury  

Retinitis  

Amblyopia  


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

19 


The  new  cases  of  strabismus  noted  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : 

Convergent : Right  eye  39;  left  eye,  42;  alternating  8. 

Divergent ; Right  eye,  1. 

Treatment  at  the  General  School  Clinic. — Details  of  the  work  of  this 

clinic  where  cases  of  external  eye  disease,  ear  inflammation,  skin 
disease,  etc.,  are  treated,  will  be  found  in  Table  S 4. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  at  the  clinic  was 
2,486 ; the  total  attendances  numbered  9,447. 

Treatment  of  heart  disease  and  rheumatism. — No  arrangements 
are  made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the  treatment  of 
children  suffering  from  heart  disease  and  rheumatism.  Urgent  need 
exists  for  the  provision  of  specialised  institutional  accommodation  for 
such  children  ; the  provision  made  by  voluntary  organisations,  while 
being  excellent  so  far  as  it  goes,  cannot  cope  with  the  needs  of  the 
area.  Dr.  A.  Dingwmll  Fordyce  holds  a weekly  clinic  at  the  Birken- 
head and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital  to  deal  with  cases  of  heart 
disease  and  rheumatism,  and  very  willingly  examines  children  referred 
to  him  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

Treatment  of  orthopasdic  defects. — In  November,  1925,  a municipal 

orthopaedic  clinic  was  opened  at  the  premises  then  occupied  by  the 
Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  in  Albion  Street. 
Later  the  clinic  was  removed  to  the  Association’s  new  premises  at  43 
Hamilton  Square.  The  main  features  of  the  orthopaedic  scheme  are 
dealt  wdth  below: 

1.  Examinations  carried  out  at  the  clinic  hy  the  orthopoedic 
suryeon. — At  tlic  Clinics  the  orthopaedic-  surgeon  attended  on  26 
occasions  during  the  yeai-.  Tlie  after-care  sister  made  80  attendances. 

The  clinic  deals  with  all  forms  oi  crippling  disease  in  children. 
The  cost  of  the  clinic  is  distributed  as  follows  ; 

(a)  Tuberculous  cases  (all  ages) : Health  Committee. 

(h)  Non-tuberculous  cases  under  school  age:  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee. 

(c)  Non-tubercnlcMis  cfises  of  and  immediately  over  school 
age:  Ivlijc-ation  Committee. 
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During  1934,  105  new  eases  were  dealt  with,  as  compared  with 
12(3  in  the  previous  year: 


Tuberculous  cases  3 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Oiuler  school  age  63 

Of  school  age  37 

Over  school  age  2 


105 


Therti  were  (395  re-exaininatk)ns  made,  as  compared  with  759  in 
1933: 


Tuberculous  cases  78 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Under  school  age  260 

Of  school  age  343 

Over  school  age  14 


695 

The  average  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  surgeon  per  session 
was  31. 

In  the  following  table  Dr.  Hartley  Martin  sets  out  a classification 
of  cases  dealt  with,  and  shows  the  results  of  treatment; 


Diagnosis 

1 I 

' “c 

V 

it 

1934 

New  cases 

Remaining 
at  end  of 
1934 

Cured 

Relieved  2 

6 

=r 

i Left  district  ^ 

X 

Refused  treatment  S 

CO 

Unsuitable 

Died 

School  age 

School  age 

M 

c 

Over 

Under 

o 

Over 

Infantile  Paralvsis 

31 

1 

3 

5 

25 

1 

2 

2 

Si'astie  Paralvsis  

19 

1 

4 

1 

2 

12 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Rickets  

88 

19 

5 

51 

29 

24 

8 

Osteitis  and  Arthritis  : 

(rt)  Tuberculous  

34 

3 

27 

5 

3 

h,  Non-Tubereulous . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Deform.  .. 

29 

3 

1 

1 

10 

15 

1 

4 

4 

... 

Acquire<l  Deform 

44 

19 

15 

20 

39  ! 

19 

Diagnosis  

15 

19 

9 

8 

1 1 

"e 

2 

26  1 

Totals 

1 

•^1 

63 

40 

2 

97 

149 

! 

11 

49 

7 

18 

5 

27 

i 

2.  Massage  and  remedidl  exercises. — Massage  and  remedial 
exercises  as  prescribed  by  Dr.  Martin  were  provided  by  the  Invalid 
Children’s  Association,  f There  are  two  whole-time  masseuses  on  the 
Association’s  staff.) 

Attendances  for  massage  and  remedial  exercises  were  made  by 
clinic  cases  as  follows: 


Tnber‘'iilous  cases  33 

.Nori-tiiberriiloiis  cases — 

Under  school  age  768 

Of  school  age  1968 

Over  school  age  95 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  2,332  attendances  were  made  by  non- 
clinic cases  (that  is  to  say,  cases  sent  to  the  Association  by  orthopaedic 
surgeons  attached  to  voluntary  hospitals,  etc.). 


3.  Surgical  apparatus — splints,  etc. — These  are  provided  by  the 
Association,  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  year  being 
as  follows: 


Clinic  cases  110 

Non-clinic  cases  118 


4.  Milh,  tonics,  convalescence,  after-care. — Most  useful  work  is 
also  done  by  the  Association  in  providings  milk,  tonics,  etc.  for  patients 
for  whom  these  have  been  prescribed  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  and 
other  doctors,  and  in  following  up  and  helping  patients  who  have 
passed  through  the  stage  of  active  treatment: 

Clinic  Non-clinic 

cases  cases 


Children  supplied  with  milk  139  437 

Cliildren  supplied  with  tonics  154  190 

Children  sent  to  convalescent  homes  and  country 

hospitals  67  89 


5.  Children  s Hospital,  Leasoice. — Of  the  367  cases  that  have 
been  on  the  register  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic  and  regarded  as  suitable 
for  treatment  during  the  past  year,  25  (or  6.8%)  re,quired  hospital 
treatment  and  were  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Leasowe. 
These  cases  comprise  : 


stay 

in  Hospital 

Days 

Cases 

Min. 

Max. 

Rickets  

13 

46 

301 

Congenital  deformities  

5 

4 

231 

Acquired  deformities  

5 

48 

365 

Infantile  paralysis  i 

o 

51 

269 

The  total  number  of  days  in  hospital  was  3,242  (8.9  beds  occupied 
throughout  the  year) . 


In  addition  to  the  above,  14  cases  were  referred  to  the  hospital 
for  X-Rays  examination,  and  8 for  the  application  of  plaster  of  Paris 
splints. 

6.  Thingicall  Sanatorium. — At  this  institution  children  suffering 
fi’orn  orthopaedic  defects  of  tuberculous  origin  are  treated.  Many  are 
cases  who  have  passed  through  a course  of  treatment  at  Leasowe 
Hospital,  or  re  awaiting  admission  to  that  institution. 


Treatment  by  ultra-violet  rays — Ti'catmcnt  of  conditions  such 
as  flebility,  skin  affections  and  certain  forms  of  tuberculosis  is  provided 
belli  at  the  North  He.alth  Clinic  and  by  the  Invalid  Children’s 
Association  in  their  premises  in  Hamilton  Square.  In  both  cases  the 
carbon-arc  is  the  type  of  lamp  in  use. 
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At  the  North  Health  Clinic  a total  of  28  children  of  school  age 
made  287  attendances  during  the  year.  The  types  of  cases  and  results 


of  treatment  are  as  follows; 

Debility  

Ini)  roved 

3 

Not 

Improved 

1 

still  under 
treatment  at 
end  of  year 

Tuberculosis  

9 

3 

2 

Other  conditions  

8 

4 

1 

Total  

20 

8 

3 

At  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  premises,  27  children  of 
school  age  made  178  attendances  durin.g  the  year: 

still  under 
Not  treatment  at 
Improved  l’ni)roved  end  of  year 


Rickets  8 2 1 

Debility  9 3 7 

Alopecia  2 — — 

Tuberculosis  2 1 — 

Total  21  a 8 


In  atldition  460  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 

Treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids Operations  were 

performed  at  the  Birkenhead  IMunicipal  Hospital  upon  139  children 
under  the  Committee’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  this  treatment. 

The  charge  for  treatment  is  10/6.  This  sum  may  be  paid  by 
instalments,  or  reduced  or  remitted  at  the  discretion  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  parents  of  all  children  who  have  had  tonsils  and  adenoids 
removed  are  advised  to  send  them  for  a course  of  instruction  to  the 
nose  breathing  classes.  o8  children  (42%)  of  those  who  had 
been  operated  upon  attended  these  classes,  making  a total  of  166 
attendances. 


Treatment  of  uncleanliness. — The  average  number  of  visits  paid 
during  1934  by  the  Health  Nurses  to  each  school  in  the  Borough  was 
17  ; the  total  examinations  numbering  77,226. 

The  number  of  individual  children  found  by  the  Health  Nurses  to 
require  attention  was  2,916,  as  compared  with  2,874  in  1933.  In  every 
case  the  parents  were  informed.  In  29  cases  of  persistent  neglect 
(3  of  these  cases  were  compulsorily  cleansed),  notices  were  served  on. 
the  parents.  Tlie  Nurses  paid  123  visits  to  the  homes  of  children 
(92  first  visits,  33  re-visits). 

A large  proportion  of  tlie  children  reported  as  “rerpiiring  atten- 
tion” was  cases  where  only  a few  nits  were  present.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  has  improved  greatly  in  recent  years. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TEEATMENT 
(A)  Inspection 

Scope  of  past  year’s  work. — The  work  of  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  was  concerned  with  the  inspection  and  treatment  of  children 
born  in  the  years  1920,  1921,  1922,  1923,  1924,  1925,  192G,  1927,  1928 
and  1929. 

Number  inspected. — 12,178  tdiildren  were  dentally  inspe.cted 
during  the  year  as  follows: 


Aged  five  years  421 

Aged  six  years  1185 

Aged  seven  years  1559 

Aged  eight  years  1817 

Aged  nine  years  1736 

Aged  ten  years  1678 

Aged  eleven  years  1562 

Aged  twelve  years  1263 

Aged  thirteen  years  854 

Aged  fourteen  years  103 


12178 

Number  requiring  dental  treatment — Of  the  12,178  children 
inspected,  9138  (75%)  were  selected  as  requiring  treatment,  the 
parents  being  advised  to  obtain  this  treatment  privately,  or,  if  unable 
to  do  this,  at  the  Dental  Clinic. 

Cleanliness  of  teeth. — The  children  examined  were  classified 
according  to  cleanliness  of  teeth  as  follows: 


Clean  6733 

Fairly  clean  4531 

Dirty  914 


12178 


Condition  of  gums. — The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of 
the  gums  of  the  children  examined: 

Gums  healthy  9727 

Gums  inflamed  1437 

Gums  septic  1014 

12178 

Condition  of  bite. — This  was  found  to  be  as  set  out  below: 


Bite  good  8488 

Bite  fair  3014 

Bite  bad  676 


12178 

(B)  Treatment 

Notices  were  sent  to  tlie  parents  of  thq  9,138  children  found 
to  rerjuire  dental  treatment,  with  the  following  results  : 

ftefiised  to  hove  ti'oatrnent  rioric  or  did  not  reply...  814  (8.9%) 

Stated  tliat  treatment  wonld  he  obtained  privately...  1866  (20.4%) 

Fteqiiestcd  treatment  at  tiic  Dental  Clinic  6458  (70.7%) 


9138 
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Treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic. — Of  the  6,458  children  for  whom 
treatment  at  the  clinic  was  requested 

5064  were  treated  before  the  end  of  the  year 
927  did  not  attend  when  sent  for 
467  were  awaiting  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year 


6458 


Besides  the  above  5,0()4  c'hildreu  treated  at  the  clinic  following  on 
inspections  held  in  1984,  the  following  also  received  treatment:  218 
who  had  been  inspected  in  1988  and  had  not  been  treated  before  the 
end  of  that  year,  2,461  who  were  brought  by  parents  on  their  own 
initiative,  and  4 special  cases.  The  total  number  of  children  treated 
at  the  clinic  during  1934  was  therefore: 


Following  on  1933  inspections  213 

Following  on  1934  inspections  5064 

Brought  by  parents  on  their  own  initiative  2461 

Special  cases  4 


7742 


Details  of  treatment  carried  out. — This  was  as  follows: 


Temporary  teeth  filled  ...f. 65 

Temporary  teeth  extracted  8815 

Permanent  teeth  filled  4480 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  2279 

Total  fillings  4545 

Total  extractions  11094 

Anaesthetics— general  543 

local  5668 

Dressings  915 

Scalings  1692 


The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinic  numbered  9,933 
and  the  number  of  treatments  completed  during  the  year  was  7,11,6. 
2.331  parents  paid  Is.  each  and  157  parents  6d.  each  for  treatment, 
the  total  amount  paid  being  £120  9s.  6d. 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  AND  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

The  powers  and  duties  of  local  education  authorities  with  regard 
to  medical  inspection  and  treatment  in  secondary  schools  and  continua- 
tion schools  are  set  out  in  Section  80  of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 

Schools  at  which  medical  inspection  is  carried  out — Medical 
inspection  is  arranged  for  at  the  following  schools: 


'a  Provided  by  the  I.ocal  Education  Authority—  No.  on  iioii 

The  Birkenhead  Institute  (Boys)  456 

The  r, iris’  Secondary  School  421 

Bor-k  Ferr\^  High  School  (Boys)  386 

Park  High  Srhool  (Boys)  346 

h Not  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority— 

The  Higher  tranmere  High  School  for  Girls...  232 
The  Convent  Secondary  School  .313 


There  are  no  continuation  schools  provided  by  the  local  education 
authority. 
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(A)  Inspection 

Scope  of  medical  inspection. — The  existing  arrangements  provide 
for  the  examination  once  in  each  year  of  every  child  in  the  schools 
inspected  ; and  for  the  re-examination  of  children  found  to  be  defective. 

The  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  this  connection  is 
expressed  in  Circular  1153  : “In  view  of  the  many  defects  that  may 
arise  during  the  critical  period  of  adolescence,  the  Board  attach  great 
importance  to  arrangements  being  made  for  all  })upils  to  come  annually, 
as  a matter  of  routine,  under  medical  supervision.” 

Birkenhead  Institute. — At  the  annual  inspection  338  boys  were 
ins^nected.  33  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows; 


Defective  teeth  4 

Defective  vision  29 


Girls’*  Secondary  School. — At  the  annual  inspection  388  girls  wqre 
inspected.  46  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows  : 


Defective  teeth  15 

Defective  vision  24 

Heart  defects  4 

Nose  and  throat  defect  1 

Enlarged  cervical  glands  1 

Deformity  1 


Rock  Ferry  High  School. — At  the  annual  inspection  342  boys 
were  inspected.  38  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or 
dental  advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 


Defective  teeth  7 

Defective  vision  30 

Nervous  disease  1 


Park  High  School.  — At  the  annual  inspection  267  boys  were 
inspected.  20  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 


Defective  teeth  3 

Defective  vision  17 


Higher  Tranmere  High  School  for  Girls. — At  the  annual  inspection 
86  girls  were  inspected.  4 were  found  to  have  defects  requiring 
medical  or  dental  advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 


Defective  vision  3 

Defective  teeth 1 


Convent  F.C.J. — At  the  annual  inspec-tion  178  children  were 
inspected.  30  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 


Defective  teeth  22 

Defective  vision  7 

Nose  and  throat  defect  1 

tjtiier  defect  1 


(B)  Treatment 

Treatment  of  certain  defecds  is  provided,  as  in  the  case  of  children 
.attending  public  elementary  schools,  for  the  children  of  those  parents 
wlio  .are  not  in  a position  to  obtain  it  privately. 
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Below  are  set  out  particulars  relating  to  treatment  provided  for 
secondary  school  children. 

Treatment  at  the  General  School  Clinic. — 6 children  received 
treatment  for  minor  ailments,  their  attendances  numbering  6. 

Treatment  at  the  Eye  Clinic — 82  children  were  submitted  to 
refraction  at  the  Eye  Elinic*.  Of  these,  ol  (of  whom  24  attended  for 
renewal  or  alteration  of  glasses  j^reviously  obtained  through  the  clinic' ) 
were  found  to  have  visual  defects,  s]K'ctacles  being  prescribed  in  40 
cases.  43  children  received  spectacles  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a sumniaiy  of  the  visual  defects  of  nc'io  cases 


whom  spectacles  were  prescr 

ibed: 

First  Eye 

Second  Eye 

Hyperinetropia  

. .Hypermtropia 

. 2 

Hvperiuetropic  astigmatism  ... 

...Hypermetropic  astigmatism.. 

. 5 

Mvopia  

...Myopia  

. 16 

Myopia  

...Emmetropia  

. 4 

27 

The  high  incidence  of  myopia  is  to  be  noted. 

(C)  Dental  Treatment 

Dental  inspection  is  not  carried  out  in  secondary  schools ; but 
dental  treatment  is  provided  for  those  children  who  have  been 
inspected  and  treated  while  in  attendance  at  elementary  schools. 

78  of  such  children  received  dental  treatment  during  the  year, 
making  141  attendances  at  the  clinic. 

BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN 

Children  defective  within  the  meaning  of  Part  V of  the  Education 
Act  are  ascertained  as  a result  of  routine  and  special  inspections  in 
schools  and  reference  for  examination  by  School  Attendance  Officers, 
Health  Nurses,  voluntary  bodies,  etc.  Such  cliildren  are  certified  on 
the  appropriate  forms  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education  and 
notification  sent  to  the  Director  of  Education. 

Blind  children. — (1)  7\)tally  hlind  children. — At  the  beginning  of 
1084  there  were  4 totally  blind  children,  of  school  age  on  the-  register. 
During  the  year  the  names  of  2 children  were  added,  leaving  6 at  the 
t-nd  of  the  year.  All  these  children  were  in  attendance  at  certified 
Schools  for  the  blind. 

(2)  Partial! !!  hliud  rhildreji. — At  the  beginning  of  1084  there 
were  08  partially  l)lind  children  of  school  age  on  the  register.  During 
the  year  the  names  of  12  children  were  taken  off  (10  on  account  of 
reaching  the  age  of  10  years  and  2 on  account  of  being  certified  so 
blind  as  to  need  to  be  taught  in  a school  for  the  totally  blind)  and 
8 new  cases  were  added.  Df  these  children  1 boy  and  0 girls  were 
.attending  ordinary  schools,  and  4 boys  and  1 girl  were  not  in  attend- 
ance at  any  school  (8  boys  and  1 girl  on  leave  of  absence  from  the 
myope  class  1 ly>y  feeble-minded).  15  boys  and  14  girls  were  in 
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attendance  at  the  myope  class  held  at  Hemingford  Street  Council 


School. 

Myopia  19 

Myopic  astigmatism  

Corneal  nebulae  4 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  and  nystagmus  5 

Hypermetropia  and  nystagmus  1 

Congenital  cataract  1 

Congenital  cataract  and  nystagmus  1 

Coloboma  iris  and  choroid  1 


44 


Of  the  19  children  in  the  myopic  group  who  were  on  the  register 
in  1933',  and  who  were  re-examined  during  1934,  the  visual  condition 
of  7 had  grown  worse. 

Deaf  children — (1)  Totally  deaf  children. — There  is  little  diffi- 
culty in  providing  institutional  treatment  for  totally  deaf  children,  all 
the  existing  cases  being  accommodated  at  one  or  other  of  the  two 
Schools  for  the  Deaf  in  Liverpool. 

(2)  Partially  deaf  childreM. — No  provision  is  made  for  the 
special  education  of  partially  deaf  children. 

Physically  defective  children. — The  Local  Education  Authority  has 
no  special  school  for  dealing  with  children  who  by  reason  of  physical 
defect  are  incapable  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in 
an  ordinary  public  elementary  school. 

Mentally  defective  children. — All  children  over  the  age  of  seven 
attending  public  elementary  schools  have  their  intelligence  quotients 
made  out  by  the  teachers.  Where  a quotient  is  75  per  cent,  or  below, 
the  child’s  name  is  submitted  to  the  Director  of  Education  so  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  for  the  child’s  examination  by  an  Assist- 
ant Medical  Officer ; the  same  procedure  being  followed  when, 
during  the  course  of  a routine  or  special  physical  examination,  a child 
is  suspected  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  be  mentally  defective. 

The  mental  examination  is  held  in  the  child’s  school  in  the 
presence  of  the  parent  and  the  Committee’s  Inspector  of  Schools. 

All  children  mentally  defective  within  the  meaning  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  are  in  attendance  at  special  schools. 

Claughto7i  Road.  Council  School. — In  accordance  with  the 
arrangements  for  ascertainment  outlined  above,  20  examinations  of 
children  suspected  to  be  mentally  defective  were  held  at  various 
schools  during  the  yeai*  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers.  4 children, 
who  were  not  in  attendance  at  school,  were  examined  at  the  clinic. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  below: 


Total  number  examined— Boys  9 

Girls  14 

— 23 

Number  certified  as  mentally  defective— Boys  6 

Girls 9 


— 15* 
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Number  recommended  to  continue  in  attendance 

at  ordinary  Elementary  Schools— Boys 

Girls 


*4  of  these  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts 


3 

5 

- 8 


13  children  left  the  school  during  the  year 

{a)  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years  , 9* 

(&)  before  reaching  the  age  of  16  years— 

Notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts  3 

Left  the  district  1 

* 8 of  the.se  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts 


A routine  physical  inspection  of  scholars  attending  the  school  was 
carried  out,  68  children  were  examined,  of  whom  14  wmre.  found  to 
have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental  advice,  the  defects  found 
being  as  follows: 


Defective  teeth  11 

Defective  vision  

Squint  1 

Nose  and  throat  defect  1 


School  dinners  have  been  provided  throughout  the  year  at  a cost 
to  the  parents  of  2d.  per  day. 


Daily  average  supplied  54 

Total  cost  for  the  year  £90 


The  weekly  menu  was  : 

Monday Soup  ; rice  pudding. 

Tuesday Irish  stew ; milk  pudding  with  fruit. 

Wednesday and  potato  pie  with  pastry. 

Thursday Hotpot ; milk  pudding. 

Friday Liver,  onions,  potatoes. 

The  school  continues  to  have  the  use  of  the  recreation  ground  in 
Slatey  Eoad  during  school  hours  and  the  facilities  thus  afforded  for 
school  activities  in  the  open  air  are  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Head  Mistress  and  her  staff  continue  to  visit  and  assist  the 
non-notifiable  pupils  who  have  passed  out  of  the  school. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  year  a number  of  talks  has  been  given  by  Health 
Nurses  to  senior  girls  on  hygiene,  mothercraft,  etc. 

NURSERY  SCHOOLS 

No  Nursery  Schools  are  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Examination  of  entrants  to  the  Girls’  Secondary  School,  the 
Birkenhead  Institute,  Park  High  School,  Rock  Ferry  High  School, 
Higher  Tranmere  High  School  for  Girls,  The  Convent  Secondary 
School,  St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College  and  the  Catholic  Institute. — 

During  the  year  440  elerneritary  school  children  were  examined  with 
a view  to  their  admission  to  the  above  schools.  (>1  were  found  to 
require  treatment  for  02  defects,  the  latter  being  as  follows: 

Defective  teeth  25 

Defective  vision  :i2 

Nose  and  throat  defect  2 

Heart  defect  1 

Other  defects  2 

Classes  for  stammering  children. — Three  examinations  were  made, 
covering  a total  of  03  children,  with  a view  to  admission  to  or  with- 
drawal from  these  classes. 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. — 72  children  summoned 
to  appear  before  Police  Courts  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act 

Provision  of  meals. — J3y  Section  S4  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
local  education  authorities  are  empowered  to  provide  meals  to  any 
child  attending  an  elementary  school  who  is  unable  by  reason  of  lack 
of  food  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  education  provided-  Particulars 
of  such  children  are  furnished  to  the  Director  of  Education  by  the 
medical  and  nursing  staff,  head  teachers  and  school  attendance  officers, 
and  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  families  concerned  are  closely 
investigated  before  meals  are  provided. 

An  average  number  of  984  children  received  meals  each  day,  the 
total  number  of  meals  provided  during  the  year  being  250,048.  Meals 
were  supplied  five,  days  per  week,  with  the  exception  of  Bank  and 
Public  Holidays. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

TABLE  S 1 

Eeturn  of  Medical  Inspections  during  1934 
{see  note  a) 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
Number  of  inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups  (see  note  b)  — 


Entrants  2565 

Second  age  group  1210 

Third  age  group  926 


Total  4701 


Number  of  other  routine  inspections  (see  note  c) 
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li.— OTi  lER  INSPECTIONS 

Numljcr  of  special  inspections  (see  note  d)  3400 

Number  of  re-inspections  (see  note  o 4814 

Total  827!,* 


NOTES  ON  TAJiEE  S 1 

{a)  The  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

{b)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  ioutine  medical  inspection  of  the 
three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspection  carried  oui 

(i)  in  comidiance  with  Article  17  of  the  Consolidated  RegUi  .'ions 

relating  to  Special  Services— Grant  Regulations  No.  19: 

(ii)  on  the  school  premises  (or  at  a place  specially  sanctioned  by  the 

Board); 

[ill)  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report  on  each  child  on  the  lines 
of  the  approved  Schedule  set  out  in  Circular  582. 

(c)  Under  this  heading  may  he  recorded  routine  inspections,  if  any,  of 
children  who  do  not  fall  under  the  three  prescribed  age-groups,  e.g., 
routiria,  inspections  of  a fourth  age-group  or  of  other  groups  of  children,  as 
distinct  from  those  who  are  individually  selected  on  account  of  some  sus- 
pected ill-health  for  “Special”  Inspection. 

(d)  A Special  Inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Olftcer  liirnself  or  by  one  of  the  Medical  Ollicers  on  his  staff  of  a cliild 
specially  selected  or  referred  for  such  inspection,  he.,  not  inspected  at  a 
routine  medical  inspection  as  defined  above.  Sucli  children  may  be  selected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the  School  or  may  be  referred  to 
him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nurses,  .Attendance  Officers,  Parents,  or  other- 
wise. It  is  immaterial  for  the  pui  jiose  of  this  heading  whether  the  children 
are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  oi-  elsewhere.  If  a 
child  happens  to  come  hefoie  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  si'ecial  insi-ec- 
tion  during  a year  in  which  it  falls  into  one  of  the  routine  groups,  its 
routine  inspection  is  entered  in  Pait  .\  of  'l  ahle  1 and  its  spe<  ial  inspection 
in  Part  B.  The  inspection  recorded  under  the  heading  of  spiecial  inspections 
is  only  the  first  inspection  of  the  child  so  referred  for  a particular  defect. 
If  a child  who  has  been  specially  insiteclc'd  for  one  defect  is  subseiiuently 
specially  inspected  for  another  defect,  such  suhseciuent  inspert.on  is 
recorded  as  a Special  Inspection  and  not  as  a Re-inspection. 

NOTES  ON  TABLE  S 1 -Continued 

(e)  Under  this  heading  is  entered  tlie  medical  ins{)ections  of  children 
who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for 
subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 
The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine  or  special  insiiec- 
tion  as  the  case  may  be.  Every  suhseqiu'ut  ins])ection  of  the  same  defect 
is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 

Nothing  is  included  under  the  head  of  sjiecial  inspections  or  re-inspec- 
tions except  such  inspections  as  are  defined  above.  .Attendances  for  treatment 
by  a Nurse,  or  for  examinations  by  anyone  other  than  a Doctor  on  the 
staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  are  not  recorded  as  medical  inspections. 
If,  however,  at  any  such  attendance  a child  is  also  examined  by  one  of 
the  Authority’s  Medical  Officers,  this  is  recorded  as  a special  inspection  or 
re-inspection  as  the  case  may  be,  even  if  treatment  is  also  given;  but  such 
attendance  is  also  of  course  recorded  as  an  attendance  for  treatment. 


102 


Health  of  school  children 


TABLE  S 2 

A. — Eeturn  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  during  the 
year  ended  8'lst  December,  1934. 


1 

1 

Routine  Inspection.s 

Special  Inspections 

Xo.  of  defects 

No.  of 

defects 

Defect  or  disease  i 

(1)  1 

|{e<iuiiing 

ireatinent 

(2) 

1 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation, 
))Ut  not 
re(iuiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment! 

! 

._(iL 

Requiring 
to  )>e  kept 
under  •ib- 
•servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

i 

Malnutrition  

20 

9 1 

Skin Ringworm— Scalp 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Rody 

— 

— 

20  i 

— 

Scabies  

3 

— 

34  I 

— 

Impetigo 

5 

— 

246  1 

— 

Other  diseases  (non-tuberculoiis) 

9 

1 

115  1 

— 

Eyp.  Blepharitis 

10 

2 

73  i 

Conjunctivitis  

' 85 

Keratitis ... 

— ‘ 

— 

1 

Corneal  opacities  

1 

1 

2 ' 

Defective  vision  (excluding squint)... 

153 

64 

81 

Squint 

36 

7 

18 

— 

Other  conditions  

— 

— 

57 

— 

Ear Defective  hearing 



4 

19 

1 1 

Otitis  media  

19 

4 

114 

Other  ear  diseases 

— 

— 

, 51 

- 

Nose  and  Chronic  tonsillitis  only  

32 

37 

1 316 

4 

Adenoids  only  

3 

5 

i ^ 



Chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids 

12 

18 

i 9 



Other  conditions  

5 

1 

' 274 



Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non-tnherculous)  

3 

4 

25 

— 

Defective  speech 

2 

5 

1 

— 

Heart  and  circulation — 

Heart  disease — Organic  

— 

— 

3 

— 

Functional  

11 

10 

' 20 

1 

Anaemia  

4 

12 

12 

— 

Lungs Bronchitis  

7 

22 

80 

— 

Other  non-tuberculous  diseases  

— 

1 

71 

1 — 

Tuberculosis  ...Pulmonary — Definite  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suspected 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Non-})ulmonary — Glands 

— 

— 

— 

Bones  and  joints  

— 

1 

— 

Skin 





i — 

— 

Other  forms 



1 — 

j — 

Nervous  system. . Epileps}^ 

— 

I 

! 1 

— 

Chorea 

2 

2 

6 

— 

Other  conditions  



1 

4 

— 

Deformities  Rickets  

1 

— 

— 

Spinal  curvature  

— 



— 

— 

Other  forms  

2 

2 

6 

— 

Other  defects  and  diseases  (excluding  Unclean  1 in  ess 

and  Dental  Diseases) 

15 

10 

1536 

Health  of  ficliool  ckildren 
TABLE  S Continued 
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B. — Number  of  individual  children  (see  note  a)  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding 
uncleanliness  and  dental  diseases) 


OlOHp 

(1) 

Number  of  children 

Inspected  Found  to  require 

(see  note  6)  treatment 

(2)  (3) 

Percentage 
of  children 
found  to  rerjuire 
treatment 
(see  note  c) 

(4) 

Pkesciuhei)  Gkoui’s: 

Entrants 

2565 

119 

4-6 

Second  Age  Group  

1210 

105 

8-7 

Third  Age  Group 

926 

86 

9-3 

Total  (Prcscril)ed  Groups)  ... 

4701 

310 

6‘6 

Other  routine  ins])ections  

- 

— 

— 

NOTES  ON  TABLE  S2 


{a)  No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  this  part  of 
Table  S 2,  i.e.,  under  B,  even  if  it  is  found  to  be  suffering  from  more  than 
one  defect. 

(b)  The  figures  in  this  column  are  the  same  as  those  given  in 
Table  S 1 A. 

(c)  The  figures  in  this  column  are  the  percentages  of  the  figures  in 
column  (3)  of  those  in  column  (2). 
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TABLE  S 3 

Eeturn  of  all  exceptional  children  in  the  area 
No  child  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  in  this  form 


CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 
Mental  defect  and  crippling  1 

BLIND  CHILDREN 

A blind  child  is  a child  who  is  too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the 
ordinary  school  books  used  by  children. 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who  are  so  blind  that 
they  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  blind  children. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified  Scliools 

Public  Kleineiitary 

Otlier 

no  School  or 

Total 

for  the  Blind 

Schools 

Institutions. 

Institution 

6 

— 

- 

— 

6 

PARTIALLY  BLIND  CHILDREN 


In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who,  though  thej^  cannot 
read  ordinary  school  books  or  cannot  read  them  without  injury  to 
their  eyesight,  have  such  power  of  vision  that  they  can  appropriately 
be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  blind. 


At  Certified  ' 

At  Certified 

At  Public 

At 

At 

Schools  for  the 

Schools  for  the 

Elementary 

Other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Blind 

Partially  Blind 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

29  ‘ 

10 

— 

5 

44 

DEAF  CHILDREN 

A deaf  child  is  a child  who  is  too  deaf  to  be  taught  in  a class  of 
hearing  children  in  an  elementary  school. 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who  are  so  deaf  that 
they  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  the  deaf. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified  Schools 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

for  the  Deaf 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

15 

— 

— 

2 

17 

1 bid! til  of  arJiool  chihlrta 


10  j 


TABLE  S Contiriued 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  whr  "an  appropriately 
be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  deaf. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Deaf 

At  Certifie<l 
Schools  for  the 
Partially  Deaf 

At  Public 
Elementary 

1 Schools 

At 

Other 

Institutions 

1 At 

' no  .''chool  or 
Institution 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

• 

1 

1 1 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 
FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN 

Mentally  defective  children  are  children  who,  not  being  imbecile 
and  not  being  merely  dull  or  backward,  are  incapable  by  reason  of 
mental  defect  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the 
ordinary  public  elementary  schools  but  are  not  incapable  by  reason  of 
that  defect  of  receiving  benefit  from  instrur-tion  in  special  schools 
for  mentally  defective  children. 

This  category  includes  only  those  children  for  whose  education 
and  maintenance  the  Local  Education  Authority  are  responsible,  and 
excludes  all  children  who  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


At  Certified  Schools 

At 

' At 

At 

for  Mentally 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or  Total 

Defective  Children 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

72 

— 

— 

EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  SEVERE  EPILEPSY 

In  this  part  of  the  table  only  tliose  children  are  included  who 
are  epileptic  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  i.e.,  children  who,  not 
being  idiots  or  imbeciles,  are  unfit  by  reason  of  severe  epilepsy  to 
attend  the  ordinary  public  elementary  schools. 

(For  practical  purposes  the  Board  are  of  opinion  tlvat  cdiildren  who 
are  subject  to  attacks  of  major  epilepsy  in  school  should  be  recorded 
as  “severe”  cases  and  excluded  from  ordinary  public  elementary 
schools.) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Ce.itified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

4 

- 

— 

3 

7 
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Ilealtli  of  school  children 
TABLE  S 3— Continued 


PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDEEN 

Physically  defective  children  are  children  who,  by  reason  of 
physical  defect,  are  incapable  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the 
instruction  in  the  ordinary  public  elementary  schools,  but  are  not 
incap-able  by  reason  of  that  defect  of  receiving  benefit  from  instruction 
in  special  schools  for  physically  defective  children. 

A.— TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN 

In  this  category  are  placed  only  cases  diagnosed  as  tuberculous 
and  requiring  treatment  for  tuberculosis  at  a sanatorium,  a dispensary, 
or  elsewhere.  Children  suffering  from  crippling  due  to  tuberculosis 
which  is  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recorded 
as  crippled  children,  provided  that  the  degree  of  crippling  is  such  as 
to  interfere  materially  with  a child’s  normal  mode  of  life.  All  other 
cases  of  tuberculosis  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment 
are  recorded  as  delicate  children. 


L— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
(Including  pleiu'a  and  intra-thoracic  glands) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

'I'otal 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

In.stilulion  j 

1 

32 

4 

1 

58 

II.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULIMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than 
those  shown  in  (I)  above) 


At 

At 

At  1 

At 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other  1 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

38 

236 

5 

5 

284 

B.— DELICATE  CHILDREN 

This  section  is  confined  to  children  (except  those  included  in 
other  groups)  whose  general  health  renders  it  desirable  that  they 
should  be  specially  selected  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School.  Such 
children  are  included  irrespective  of  the  actual  provision  of  Open  Air 
Schools  in  the  area,  or  of  the  practicability  in  present  circumstances 
of  sending  the  children  to  Eesidential  Schools.  Children  are  not 
regarded  as  suitable  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School  unless  the 
Medical  Officer  is  prepared  to  certify  that  they  are  incapable  by 
reason  of  physical  defect  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruc- 
tion in  the  ordinary  Public  Elementary  Schools. 


TlealtJi  of  school  children 
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TABLE  S 3— Continued 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

' J*iiblic  Elementary 

1 other 

no  .School  or 

ToUil 

Special  School.i 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

39 

2 

— 

41  * 

*These  fig"ares  must  not  be  regarded  in  any  way  as  complete.  In  the  event  of  an  open-air 
school  being  estaljlished,  a rapid  survey  will  be  made  and  suitable  cases  selected. 


C.— CRIPPLED  CHII.DREN 

Tliis  section  is  confined  to  children  (other  tlxin  those  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  in  need  of  treatment  for  that 
disecuse)  who  are  suffering  from  a degree  of  crip])ling  sufficiently  seve  re 
to  interfere  materially  with  a child’s  normal  mode  of  life,  i.e.,  children 
who  generally  speaking  are  unable  to  take  part,  ip  any  complete  sense, 
in  physical  exercises  or  games  or  such  activities  of  the  school  i-urri -u- 
lum  as  gardening  or  forms  of  handwork  usually  engaged  in  by  other 
children. 


At 

1 At 

1 

1 

At 

Certified 

ih'blic  Elementary 

other 

no  Scho<d  or 

Special  Schools 

Scho(»ls 

Institutions 

Institution 

1 

18 

1 

1 

; 

I).— CHILDREN  WITH  HEART  DISEASE 


This  section  is  confined  to  children  whose  defect  is  so  severe  as 
to  necessitate  the  provision  of  educational  facilities  other  than  those 
of  the  Public  Elementary  School. 


At 

At 

1 At 

1 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

oUier 

no  School  or 

Tot.U 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

- 

31 

1 

1 

10 

43 
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llaaltli  of  school  chiidrcn 

TABLE  S 4 


lieturn  of  Defects  treated  during  the  year  ended  dlst  December,  103-1 

(see  note  a) 


TREATMENT  I'ARLE 


GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Group  VI.) 


Niiijilier  of  defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  <Uiring  the  year 


]3isease  or  delect 

(1). 

Under  the 
Authority's 
scheme 
(see  note  b) 
C2) 

] 

otherwise 

cn 

Total 

(4) 

Ringworm  — scalp 

4 

3 

7 

body  

19 

— 

19 

Scabies  

32 

— 

32 

Impetigo 

241 

— 

241 

Other  skin  diseases  

lOo 

2 

107 

Minor  eye  defects  

206 

3 I 

209 

(external  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II. ) 

Minor  ear  defects  

167 

1 

1 

172 

(see  note  c) 

Miscellaneous 

1157 

1 

1158 

{e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, &c.) 

Total  

1931 

14 

1945 

GROUP  IL— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I.) 


Number  of  defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  di.sease 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

(see  note  h) 

(2) 

! By 

! private  prac- 
1 titioner  or  at 
hospital,  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

(3) 

Otherwise 

(4) 

Total 

(5) 

Errors  of  refraction  (including 
squint)  (operations  for 
squint  should  be  reeorded 
separately  in  the  body  of 
the  School  Medical  Officer’s 
report)  

661 

1 

1 

i 

1 

24 

685 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the 
eyes  (excluding  those  re- 
corded in  Group  I) 

13 





13 

Total 

674 

24 

— 

698 

Jh'iiltli  of  Hchool  chilf] ren 
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'I’otal  number  of  children  for  whom  si>ectacles  were  prescribed— 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme  0-^2 

[b)  Otherwise  24 

Total  numhei  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles— 

[a)  Under  tlie  Authority’s  scheme  402 

{b)  Otherwise  24 

GROUP  III.— d'REATMKNT  OF  UEFEC'l  .S  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Xniiiher  (if  defects 


Received  operative  treatineiit 


Under  the 
Authority  s scheme 
in  clinic  or  hosiiital, 
(see  note  b) 

0) 

Ry  jirivate 
practitioner  or  hos- 
pital, ajiait  from 
the  Authority’s 
scheme 
(2) 

1 

'I’olal 

j:n_ 

1 

Hcc»4v»'d  (ithei- 
fonns  of 
treatment 

(4) 

Total  number 
treated 

!.'•) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

iii) 

|(iii)  |(iv) 

(T) 

(ii)  (iii)  ' 

(IV) 

- 

- 

i;l9 

- 

4 

- 

■ ■ 

4 

- 1 39 

301 

444 

(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  .\denoids  only,  (hi)  Tonsils  and  adenoids, 
(iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  tliioat. 


GROUP  IV.— ORTIIOP/EDIC  ANT)  POSTURAL  DEFECTS  'see  note  d 


Under  the  Authority’ 
(see  note  h) 
(1) 

s Scheme 

Otherwise 

(2) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

(i) 

Residential 
treat nent 
witliout 
education 

(ii) 

Non-resi- 
dential 
treatment 
at  an 

orthoiia'dic 

clinic 

(iii) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

(i) 

Residential 
treatment 
witliout 
, education 

(ii) 

1 . total 

Xon-resi-  nnmlH^r 

dential  treated 

1 trejitment  note  cj 

at  an  ' 

orthoptedici 
clinic 

(iii) 

Niindter  of 
children 
treated 

15 

— 

232 

- 

— 

247 

GROUP  V.— DENTAL  DEFECTS 


(1)  Number  of  children  who  were:  — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : 

Routine  age  groups— 

aged  5 421 

aged  6 1185 

aged  7 1559 

aged  8 1817 

aged  9 173G 

aged  10  1078 

aged  11  1562 

aged  12  1263 

aged  13  854 

aged  14  103 


12178 

Specials  (see  note  f)  — 

Total  12178 


(ii)  Found  to  require  treatment  9138 

(iii)  Actually  treated  7664 
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TABLE  S 4— Continued 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to— 

Inspection  143 

Treatment  1198 

Total  1341 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  cliildren  for  treatment  9792 

(4)  Fillings  {see  vole  .<7)— Permanent  teeth  4311 

Temporary  teeth  G5 

Total  437G 


(5)  Extractions— Permanent  teeth  2237 

Temporary  teeth  8800 

Total  11037 

(G)  Administrations  of  general  aneestlietics  fpr  extj-actions  537 

(7)  Other  operations— Permanent  teeth  821 

Temporary  teetli  94 

' Total  915 


GROUP  VL— UNCI^EANITNESS  ANT)  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 

[see  vote  li) 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by 


the  School  Nurses  17 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by 

School  Nurses  7722G 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  {see  vote  h)  291G 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  3 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken:  — 

{a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  — 

{b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  — 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  S4 

{a)  The  Table  deals  with  all  defects  treated  during  the  year,  however 
they  were  brought  to  tlie  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.,  whether  by  routine  inspec- 
tion, special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or 
previously. 

{b)  This  heading  includes  all  cases  that  received  treatment  under  definite 
arrangements  or  agreements  for  treatment  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Education  under  Section  80  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921.  Cases  which,  after  being  recommended  for  treatment  or 
advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received  treatment  by  private  practitioners, 
or  by  means  of  direct  application  to  hospitals,  or  by  the  use  of  hospital 
tickets  supplied  by  private  persons,  etc.,  are  entered  under  other  headings. 

(c)  If  any  treatment  is  given  for  more  serious  diseases  of  the  ear  {e.g.. 
operative  treatment  in  hospital)  it  is  not  recorded  here  but  in  the  body  of 
the  Report. 

(d)  Postural  defects  which  received  non-reside ctial  treatment  otherwise 
than  at  an  orthopxdic  clinic  are  not  recorded  in  this  Table. 


IleaitJi  of  hcIkjoL  children 
NOTES  ON  TABLE  S 4 -Continued 
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(c,)  A child  may  be  recorded  in  more  than  one  category  and  therefore 
the  total  number  of  children  treated  will  not  necessarily  he  the  same  as 
the  sum  of  the  figures  in  the  separate  categories. 

(0  The  heading  ‘‘Specials”  in  tliis  Table  relates  to  all  children  inspected 
by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  the  routine  inspection 
of  children  in  one  of  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  Authority’s  approved 
scheme,  namely,  to  children  specially  selected  by  him,  or  referred  by 
Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  ete.,  on  account  of  urgency.  The 
number  inspected  in  each  age  group  is  separately  shown,  as  well  as  the 
total,  but  under  “Specials”  only  the  total  number  is  given. 

{g)  Temporary  fillings,  whether  in  permanent  or  temporary  teeth,  are 
recorded  as  other  operations. 

{h)  (i)  All  cases  of  uncleanliness,  however  slight,  are  recorded. 

(ii)  The  return  relates  to  individual  children  and  not  to  instances  of 
uncleanliness. 

N.B.-— Groups  I— VI.  above  cover  all  the  defects  for  which  treatment  is 
normally  provided  as  part  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  Particulars  as  to 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  .\uthority  for  providing  treatment  for  other 
types  of  defect  or  for  securing  improvement  in  types  of  defect  which  do  not 
fall  to  be  treated  under  the  Authority’s  own  scheme  and  for  which  the 
Authority  neither  incur  expenditure  nor  accept  any  responsibility,  together 
with  a statement  of  the  effect  of  the  measures  taken,  are  included  in  the  body 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


TABLE  S 5 

Number  of  children  examined  at  Koutine  Medical  Inspections  in  the  Schools  and  number  found  defective  in  each  School 
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School 

Bidston  Avenue  . ... 

Brassey  Street  Infants  .. 

Cathcart  Street  

Cole  Street  

1 Gautby  Road  | 

1 Laird  Street 

[ 

1 

JMersey  Park  

1 Mersey  Road  

Pilgrim  Street 

Rock  Ferry  

The  Dell  

The  Woodlands  

Trinity  Street 

Well  Lane 

Woodchurch  Road  

Park  Road  Temporary  .... 

1 Bidston  C.  E 

1 Olaughton  H.G 1 

1 Holy  Cross  

The  nuriihci'  of  delc-cts  fotiiid  is  in  excess  of  tin*  ininilMT  of  (lcrc(;l  ive  (diihlii'ii.  as  one  (diihi  iniiy  liiive  several  (h'leels. 
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TABLE  S 6 


Past  Infectious  Diseases 


(1)  Children  aged  3 — 7 


No  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  

(2)  Children  aged  8 — 14 


No  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  


No.  of 
Cases 

Percentage 

411 

10.0 

1827 

71.2 

1270 

49.5 

103 

4.0 

95 

3.7 

738 

28.7 

345 

13.4 

No.  of 
Cases 

Percentage 

106 

5.0 

1940 

90.8 

1223 

57.2 

150 

7.0 

131 

6.1 

1069 

50.0 

689 

32.2 

Note.— The  same  child  may  have  had  more  than  one  of  these  diseases 
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SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

TABLE  S 7 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections  during  1034 
A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 


N limber  of  Inspections  2045 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  0 

TABLE  S 8 


A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Insi)Cction  in  the  year  ended 

31st  Decemiier,  1034 


Hontine  lnsi»ection>i  Special  Inspection 
No.  of  Defects  No.  of  l)efect<N 


Defective  vision  (excluding  squint)  

Nose  and  throat : chronic  tonsillitis j 

other  conditions  ! 

Enl.  cervical  glands I 

Heart  and  circulation  : 1 

Heart  disease— Organic  I 

Functional  | 

Anseniia  j 

Nervous  system  ...  

Deformities  other  than  rickets  

Other  defects  and  diseases  excluding  uncleanliness 
and  dental  diseases  


Requiring 

Requiring 

to  be  kem 

to  be  kept 

Ke<iuiring 

under  ob- 

Requiring 

under  «<b- 

•servation. 

•servation 

treatment 

but  not 

treatment 

1 but  not 

requiring 

requiring 

treatment 

treatment 

(2) 

CD  _ . 

142 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 1 1 I 

MM 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 ~ , 

4 

1 — 

Defect  or  disease 


(1) 


B.  Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases) 


Number  of  children  | 

I’ercentage  of 
children  found 
te  require 
treatment 

Inspected 

Found  to  re(iuire 
treatment 

2045 

1 55 

7't> 
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Health  of  school  children 
TABLE  S 9 


Eeturn  of  Defects  treate/1  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1934 


TREATMENT  TABLE 
GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS 


Disease  or  defect 

(1) 

Nundx'r  of  defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  tiie  year 

Under  tlie 
Authority  s 
scheme 

(2) 

Otlierwise 

Cb 

Total 

(4) 

Miscellaneous  

{e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, &c. ) 

4 

— 

4 

Total 

4 

— 

4 

GROUP  IL— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  L) 


No.  of  defects 

dealt  with 

Defect  or  disease 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

(2) 

Dy 

])rivate  prac- 
titioner or  at 
iiospital,  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

(3) 

Otherwise 

(4) 

Total 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (inclnding 
squint)  

49 

2 

51 

Others 

2 

2 

Total 

51 

2 

— 

53 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed— 


{a)  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme  49 

[h)  Otherwise  2 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles— 

{a)  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme  43 

(b)  Otherwise  2 
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TABLE  S 9— Continued 

GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


>ruin))er  of  defects 


Received  operative  treatment 


Under  the 
Authority’s  scheme 
in  clinic  or  hospital 

(1) 

By  private  | 

practitioner  or  hos-  ; 
pital,  apart  from 
the  Authority’s  , 
scheme 
(‘h 

'I’otal 

(3) 

Received  other 
foniis  of 
treatment 

(4) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii)  1 (iv) 

(i)  1 (ii) 

(iii) 

(if) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

- 

- 

2 j - 

1 - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

Total  numljer 
treated 


(0 


3 


(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and  .\denoids 
(iv)  Otiier  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


GROUP  V. -DENTAL  DEFECTS 


(1)  Treated  7S 

(2)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  U1 

(3)  Fillings— Permanent  teeth  1G9 

(4)  Extractions— Permanent  teeth  42 

Temporary  teeth  15 

Total 57 

(5)  Administrations  of  general  antesthetics  for  extractions  G 
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